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Text: 
 
If we are only stardust 
Let your names reach to the sky above us  
 
Like petals wafting on a breeze 
We lift you up beyond our reach  

“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
Amen, Amen 
”Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
We say your names 
 
If we are only stardust 
May your blood never be in vain  
 
Like petals wafting on a breeze 
We lift you up beyond our reach  
 
“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
Amen, Amen 
“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
We say your names 
 
Each day we grieve another face 
Maybe all this stardust
Will carry us home one day 
To a home where we can run 
A home where we can pray 
A home where we can breathe,  
To sleep and dream without fear— 
Is justice this far away?  
 
We cry your names  
For the strength to keep on fighting  
With the hope that you are flying  
 
“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
Stardust 
 
 - Brittny Ray Crowell

Notes: 
 
In “Stardust,” the singers call for “a home where we 
can run” in memory of Ahmaud Arbery, “a home 
where we can pray” in memory of the victims of the 
Mother Emanuel shooting, “a home where we can 
breathe” in memory of George Floyd, and a home 
“to sleep and dream without fear” in memory of 
Breonna Taylor. When we sing, we pray twice, and 
it is my prayer that this piece stirs all who hear it to 
call for justice for the people of color taken from this 
world before their time and without concern for their 
humanity. 
 - Marcus J. Jauregui

From the Poet:

“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe”
“These are the ‘magic words’ from Virginia Hamilton’s 
‘The People Could Fly.’ There’s no actual translation 
for it, although it has some similarities to some African 
languages/dialects. The lack of translation may have 
been Hamilton’s way of showing how most of the 
Africans lost access to their ability to fly due to being 
enslaved and removed from their culture.”
 
Brittny Ray Crowell is a 
native of Texarkana, TX. 
She is the recipient of a 
Donald Barthelme Prize in 
Poetry and the Lucy Terry 
Prince Prize, judged by 
Major Jackson. Her poems 
have been published or are 
forthcoming in Ploughshares, 
Frontier, The Common, 
The West Review, Mount 
Island, Aunt Chloe, Copper 
Nickel, The Journal, and the 
anthology Black Lives Have 
Always Mattered. She recently participated as one of 
the librettists for the Kennedy Center’s Cartography 
Project. She is a teaching assistant and PhD candidate 
in Creative Writing and Literature at the University of 
Houston and a poetry editor for Gulf Coast.
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.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ œ
Kum Bu ba Tam

˙ Œ
li

˙ Œ
li.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1

.˙ ...œœœ œœœ.
≈ Rœœœ.

‰ œœœ-
˙ ‰ jœ

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -
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b

b

b

b
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5588 jœ ‰ œ œ ‰ œ œ œ
3

be A men! we say your

jœ ‰ œ œ ‰ œ œ œ
3

be A men! we say your

Œ œ œ ‰ œ œ œ
3

A men! we say your

Œ œ œ ‰ œ œ œ
3

A men! we say your

Jœ ‰ Jœ ‰ Œ
5588 jœ ‰ jœœœœ ‰ Œ

Jœœœ
jœ ‰ jœ ‰ Œ

.˙
names

.˙
names

.˙
names

.˙
names

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1

...œœœ œœœ.
≈ rœœœ.

‰ œœœ-
.˙

P

P

∑

∑

∑

∑

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1

...œœœ œœœ.
≈ rœœœ.

‰ œœœ-
˙ œ

-

-

-

-
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44
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6611

Œ Œ ‰ jœ
Each

Œ Œ ‰ jœ
Each

Œ Œ ‰ jœ
Each

Œ Œ ‰ Jœ
Each.˙æ

6611

....˙̇˙˙
Œ ˙˙˙

.˙

Meditatively q = 60P

P

P

P

œ œ œ œ œ œ
day we grieve a noth er

œ œ œ œ œ œ
day we grieve a noth er

œ œ œ œ œ œ
day we grieve a noth er

œ œ œ œ œ œ
day we grieve a noth er

∑

....˙̇˙˙
...˙˙˙

..˙̇

˙ ‰ jœ
face May

˙ ‰ jœ
face May

˙ ‰ jœ
face May

˙ ‰ Jœ
face May

∑

....˙̇˙˙
...˙˙˙

..˙̇ &

œ œ œ œ œ œ ≈ rœ œ œ œ3

be all this star dust will car ry us

œ œ œ œ œ ≈ rœ œ œ œ3

be all this star dust will car ry us

œ œ œ œ œ œ ≈ rœ œ œ œ3

be all this star dust will car ry us

œ œ œ œ œ ≈ Rœ œ œ œ
3

be all this star dust will car ry us

∑

œ œœ ˙˙˙

œ œœ ..˙̇

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - --
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b

b
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6655

œ œ .˙
home one day

œ œ œ ˙
home one day

œ œ .˙
home one day

œ œ .˙
home one day

6655 œ œœ ˙̇˙

œ œœ ...˙̇̇ ?

∑

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ jœ
To a home where we can run

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
A

Ó Œ ‰ Jœ
A

wœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
w

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
A

˙ ˙
oo

œ œ œ œ ˙
home where we can pray

œ œ œ œ ˙
home where we can pray

wœœ œœ œœ œœ
˙ œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
home where we can breathe

˙ ˙
oo

˙ Œ ‰ jœ
A

˙ Œ ‰ jœ
A

6688

wœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
w

˙ œ ‰ jœ
oo to

˙ œ ‰ jœ
oo to

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
home where we can pray to

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ Jœ
home where we can pray to

wœœ œœ œœ œœ
w

.œ jœ œ œ
sleep and dream

.œ jœ œ œ
sleep and dream

.œ jœ œ œ
sleep and dream

.œ Jœ œ œ
sleep and dream

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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?
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7711

œ œ œ ‰ jœ
with out fear is

œ œ œ ‰ jœ
with out fear is

œ œ œ ‰ jœ
with out fear is

œ œ œ ‰ Jœ
with out fear is

7711

œ œ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ ‰ Jœ

œ œ œ jœ ‰ œ œ œ3

just ice this far a

œ œ œ jœ ‰ œ œ œ3

just ice this far a

œ œ œ jœ ‰ œ œ œ3

just ice this far a

œ œ œ Jœ ‰ œ œ œ
3

just ice this far a

wœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
w

w
way

w
way

w
way

w
way

œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
w
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˙ Œ œ œ œ
3

we cry your

˙ Œ œ œ œ3

we cry your

˙ Œ œ œ œ
3

we cry your

˙ Œ œ œ œ
3

we cry your

∑
7744 œœ œœ œœ œœ J

œœ ‰ Œ

œœ œœ œœ œ jœœ
‰ Œ

q = 85 f

f

f

f

f
..˙̇ œ œ œ

3
names we cry your

.˙ œ œ œ3

names we cry your

.˙ œ œ œ
3

names we cry your

.˙ œ œ œ
3

names we cry your

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x

....˙˙˙̇ œœœ

œ ≈ œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ

..˙̇ ‰ œ œ
names for the

˙ œ ‰ œ œ
names for the

.˙ ‰ œ œ
names for the

.˙ ‰ œ œ
names for the.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

œ ≈ œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ

˘
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7777 œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ ‰ œ œ
strength to keep on fight ing with the

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ ‰ œ œ
strength to keep on fight ing with the

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ ‰ œ œ
strength to keep on fight ing with the

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ ‰ œ œ
strength to keep on fight ing with the

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x
7777 wwww

œ ≈ œ ‰ jœ jœ jœ œ œ œ œ

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ rœ ≈ rœ œ œ ‰ œ œ œ
3

hope that you are fly ing we cry your

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ rœ ≈ rœ œ œ ‰ œ œ œ3

hope that you are fly ing we cry your

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ œ œ œ
3

hope that you are fly ing we cry your

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ œ œ œ
3

hope that you are fly ing we cry your

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x

....˙̇˙˙ œœœœ
œ ≈ œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

- -

- -

- -

- -
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7799 ..˙̇ œ œ œ
3

names we cry your

.˙ œ œ œ3

names we cry your

.˙ œ œ œ
3

names we cry your.˙ œ œ œ
3

names we cry your

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x
7799

....˙˙˙̇ œœœ

œ ≈ œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ

..˙̇ ‰ œ œ
names for the

˙ œ ‰ œ œ
names for the

.˙ ‰ œ œ
names for the

.˙ ‰ œ œ
names for the

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
œ ≈ œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ
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8811 œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ ‰ œ œ
strength to keep on fight ing with the

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ ‰ œ œ
strength to keep on fight ing with the

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ ‰ œ œ
strength to keep on fight ing with the

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ ‰ œ œ
strength to keep on fight ing with the

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x
8811 wwww

œ ≈ œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ œ
hope that you are fly ing your

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ œ
hope that you are fly ing your

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ œ
hope that you are fly ing your

œ ≈ œ œ ≈ œ ≈ œ œ œ ‰ œ
hope that you are fly ing your

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x

....˙̇˙˙ œœœœ
œ ≈ œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

- -

- -

- -

- -
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.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x
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....˙˙˙̇ œœœ

œ ≈ œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ

˙ Œ œ
your

˙ Œ œ
your

˙ Œ œ
your

˙ Œ œ
your

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
œ ≈ œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ

w
names

w
names

w
names

w
names

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x

wwww

œ ≈ œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ Œ œ
your

˙ Œ œ
your

˙ Œ œ
your

˙ Œ œ
your

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x
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.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x
8877

....˙˙˙̇ œœœ

œ ≈ œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ

˙ Œ œ
your

˙ Œ œ
your

˙ Œ œ
your

˙ Œ œ
your

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
œ ≈ œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ

w
names

w
names

w
names

w
names

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1 œ x 1 x

wwww

œ ≈ œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ Ó

˙ Ó

˙ Ó
˙ Ó

.œæ Jx Œ Œ
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9911

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
Kum Bu ba Ya

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
Kum Bu ba Ya

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
Kum Bu ba Ya.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
Kum Bu ba Ya

9911

....˙̇˙˙
.˙

Slow and reflective

Slow and reflective

F

F

F

F

F
.

l̇i

.
l̇i

.
l̇i

.˙
li

....˙̇˙˙
.˙

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ œ
Kum Bu ba Tam

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ œ
Kum Bu ba Tam

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ œ
Kum Bu ba Tam

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ œ
Kum Bu ba Tam

....˙̇˙˙
.˙

.˙
be

.˙
be

.˙
be

.˙
be

....˙̇˙˙
.˙

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
Kum Bu ba Ya

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
Kum Bu ba Ya

.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
Kum Bu ba Ya.œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
Kum Bu ba Ya

....˙˙˙̇
˙ œ
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∑
9966

....˙˙˙̇
.˙b

.˙b
star

.˙b
star

.˙b
star

.˙b
star

∑

˙̇˙˙
Œ

˙ Œ

.
ḋust

.
ḋust

.
ḋust

.˙
dust

.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1

...œœœ œœœ.
≈ rœœœ.

‰ œœœ-
.˙

P

P

P

P

P

P
˙ Œ

˙ Œ

˙ Œ

˙ Œ
.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1

...œœœ œœœ.
≈ rœœœ.

‰ œœœ-
˙ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑
.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1

...œœœ œœœ.
≈ rœœœ.

‰ œœœ-
.˙

-

-

-

-
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.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1
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‰ œœœ-
˙ œ

.œ œ œ œ œ
If we are

∑

∑

∑
.œ x ≈ 1 x 1 œ 1

...œœœ œœœ.
≈ rœœœ.
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.œ œ œ œ œ
If we are

Œ Œ ‰ œ œ
If we

Œ Œ ‰ œ œ
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∑
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If we are

Œ Œ ‰ œ œ
If we

Œ Œ ‰ œ œ
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Other choral works for mixed voices from Graphite Publishing: 
 

 Eric William Barnum GP-B008 The White Birds SATB, a cappella 

 Eric William Barnum GP-B010 Conf lagration SATB, piano 

 Abbie Betinis GP-B004 Blessed Be the Lord, My Rock SAB, piano, organ, or a cappella 

 B.E. Boykin GP-B022 Holding the Light SATB, piano 

 B.E. Boykin GP-B024 It’s a Long Way SATB, piano

 Jennifer Lucy Cook GP-C009 They Are Mother SATB div., SA soli, piano

 Jennifer Lucy Cook GP-C012 How Can I Keep From Singing? SATB, piano
 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen GP-D023 Controlled Burn SATB, orchestra or chamber ens. 
 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen GP-D026 Look Out Above SATB, a cappella, soli, body percussion 

 Christine Donkin GP-D019 In Flanders Fields SATB, a cappella

 Christine Donkin GP-D020 In Paradisum SSAATTBB, a cappella

 Jocelyn Hagen GP-H003 I Lift Up My Eyes (Psalm 121) SSATB, a cappella 

 Jocelyn Hagen GP-H014 To See the Sky SATB, piano 

 Christopher Harris GP-H015 Alleluia, For This Day SATB (div), piano 

 Christopher Harris GP-H016 Were You There? SATB, a cappella 

 Christopher Harris GP-H018 He’s Able! SATB (div), piano 

 Isaac Lovdahl GP-L002 They Brought a Joyful Song SATB (div), piano
 Isaac Lovdahl GP-L006 Though the great Waters sleep SATB (div), piano

 Luke Mayernik GP-M004 Emblem SATB, S solo, piano, violin, cello 

 Luke Mayernik GP-M005 IKON SSAATTBB, a cappella 

 Paul John Rudoi GP-R013 Gamaya SATB, opt. djembe 

 Paul John Rudoi GP-R014 Stillness and the Night SATB, a cappella 

 Joshua Shank GP-S001 Color Madrigals (6 movement cycle) SATB, a cappella 

 Joshua Shank GP-S004 Daughter Ecstatic SATB, soli quartet, a cappella
 Timothy C. Takach GP-T001 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime SATB, a cappella 

 Timothy C. Takach GP-T010 Neither Angels, Nor Demons, Nor Powers SSATBB, a cappella 

 Takach and Hagen GP-T016 This is How You Love (multi-movement) SATB, a cappella 

 Joe Twist GP-T020 Hymn of Ancient Lands SATB (div), S solo a cappella 

 Joe Twist GP-T021 Weep, O Mine Eyes SSAATTBB a cappella 

 Ellen Gilson Voth GP-V002 Across the empty square SATB, piano
 Dale Warland GP-W001 Always Singing SATB (div), a cappella 

 Dale Warland GP-W003 Sed Amore (But by Love) SATB (div), piano

 Reignal Wright GP-W006 The Gift to Sing SATB, piano

 Reignal Wright GP-W007 Tides SATB, violin, viola, piano 

 Reignal Wright GP-W008 Life’s Mirror SATB, piano


