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Sue Loves Butter

I couldn’t sing a song about a garden unless [ mentioned sun and rain,

And I couldn’t sing a song about a red caboose if I didn’t sing about the train.

I couldn’t sing a song about arithmetic without telling you one and one make two,
And I couldn’t sing a song about friendship without telling you all about Sue.

1. BREAD

Sue loves butter on her bread, and fedoras on her head —
Unless instead she wants to feel the wind in her hair.

She has a merry flair which she carries everywhere,

And which she’ll gladly share with friends and strangers too.
(Ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh! It’s true!)

II. PEAS

Sue loves butter on her peas, and finesses recipes

So butter seasons every bite — it’s almost a crime!

She does it every time. What a saucy paradigm!

How I love the fact that I’'m on the very same planet as Sue.
(I think you live there, too!)

TEMPO DI TANGO:

Sue is the very best driver in the neighborhood.
Her turns are awfully good,

And it is understood that in all likelihood

She’s driving under the influence of LOVE.

She always brakes for really really really bad jokes,
She signals to all friendly folks,

And yields the right of way to hopscotch.

TEMPO DI HOPSCOTCH:

Butter on popcorn, butter on toast! Sue loves butter better than most.

Buttercup, butterfly, buttermilk pie, my, oh my!

My darling playmate (ha ha!), come out and catch a fish,

We’ll fry it up (yum yum!) in lots of buh-duh-buh-duh-buh-duh-buh-duh-buh-duh!

III. LIFE

Sue loves butter in her life, spreads it thickly with her knife.

It eases every pain, and sweetens every delight.

Oh when [ sing this song for Sue, I know exactly what she’ll do:
She’ll sing it too, her face a feast of light.

She’ll study every part, and she’ll learn it all by heart,

And once she’s mastered it, she’ll start to teach it to you:

Listen now; it goes like this: “Joy shared is doubled, and pain shared is cut in two.”

Come on and sing it like you mean it! “Joy shared is doubled, and pain shared is cut in two.”

I’m having a little trouble hearing you! “Joy shared is doubled, and pain shared is cut in two.”

Bah, bah-dah, bah, bah! Bah, bah-dah, bah, bah, bah! “Joy shared is doubled, and pain shared is cut in two.”

I couldn’t sing a song about arithmetic without telling you one and one make two,
And I couldn’t sing a song about friendship without telling you all about Sue!

Words and Music © 2015 by Elizabeth Alexander



mp

.

Elizabeth Alexander

11

ILIES

SSA and piano

for Sue, of course

Sue Loves Butter

'lt‘F"I".

: 3

=

88-96)

Playfully, upbeat
mp

Tempo I (J

~

< &)
O

17
|4

\e®

S1I

mp
And 1

rain,

sun and

—_—

men - tioned

I

© 2015 by Elizabeth Alexander

gar -den un - less

could -n’t sing a song a-bout a

\e)

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



-
Y
—_

=

the train.

with -out
with -out

me - tic
me - tic

2

rith
rith

;

did - n‘t sing a - bout

a
a
—_

I

< s T T T

if

=

ca - boose

< & =

red

could -n’t sing a song a- bout
choo,

could -n’t sing a song a- bout

3T, A

Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

a
N

s

—o

mp

chook -a

o o

[$A

song a - bout

-

-

 —

"

o o
chook -a - choo,

mf

9 A

-

could-n’t sing a
Half-whispered: mf’

13
)

16
@
O
\®)

\e

T$7A

song a - bout
song a - bout
song a - bout

a
a
a

o o ¢ 4
could-n’t sing

could-n’t sing
could-n’t sing

I
I
I

and
and
and

two,__
two,__

IAY
make
make

IAY

one
one
A

and
and

tell -ing you one
tell -ing you one

—~
~

19
@

X

A

S1
Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00

S1I



a - bout

a - bout

a - bout
mf
mf

()

mf

L/
Sue:

a - bout

true!
true!
true!

tell - lin” you all____

tell - lin> you all____
tell - lin” you all___

it’s
it’s
it’s

with - out
with - out
with - out

tell - lin” you all__

00,
00,
00,

00,
00,
00,

00,
00,
00,

Oo,
Oo,
Oo,

Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

friend - ship with-out

O

IR

(&)

ship
ship
rh.

friend
friend
o
Sue.
Y o
Sue.
1y
could-n’t sing a song a-bout

22
/0
i\
26
)

S1I

S1
S1I

S1I

Sue:
Sue:

a -bout
a - bout

tell - lin” you all___
tell - lin” you all___

friend - ship with-out
friend - ship  with-out

could-n’t sing a song a-bout
could-n’t sing a song a-bout

®

\e

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



head,

her

~—

on___

-

-

do - ras

>

ry - where,
14

ry - where,

ry - where,

v
v
(2%

o

fe

and

car - ries
car - ries
car - ries

she
she
she

-

which
Wilich
which

N

bread,__

her

Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score
on____

but - ter

IAY
flair

A}

N —
flair___
flair___

ry
ry
ry

mer
1N

mer

mer

A

a
a
a

loves

Sue *

has
has
has
=

she
she
she

hair,
hair,
hair,

\Q)_—‘f

42
r ()

:.v
==
LI N
| ) e i M i
™I & I ) ) L)
) i R i R i YR i
"W BES . EN 1% a
el ke e
o g EIY EEy PR NE| e
TN
e &
L Y it K i
Y 8 T 8 e 8 d
di/ e % TTTT T T
d.L e 2 T 8 i ) e
AL = | HH m [ m & || m —+-H
= LI~ s = v g NG
L] 5 N z 3 2 3 2
& g g g
v > 3 3 S
3 3 3 |||
i g 11 g T g 1]
.. _ L (Ll v 11 w2 . v
H __6 % 1 1 1
™ - il g LR
e
- w v v
e & 111 3 e 38 NTR
LI - - -
N 1 1 1
i i EERRI RN E
b TN q 4 177 T
| | I y LA™
CHl AN N N
N — e’ ol N— e’
» = <

N

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

s

5] | {1 w (1 w
SIS N £ I
1 1 1
=4 & &
N s LIS N S
- +~ +~
HH ©n - 17} H-H 172}
< o L, o
S5 TR OE || E
[72] [z} [z}
L E LB
N B N8 5
HH & e B HH OE
= = =
o w. e w 7% w
L o &
T < ] < 1] <
NS A L) S
v w0 v
ML > T > e =
1 1 1
L1 on Ll on LU en
[7Z] [7Z] [7Z] 2
5
= = = 3
.2 2 1l g &
H = = = 3
z z E
5
9 - | = &
Mt § IMFE TN S
N
Shm B [N | ¢
N DN N <
<\ L lg
P P
) M <

50

I
d

true!

it’s

too.

true!

it’s

00,

too.

true!

it’s

00, 00, 00,

Oo,

A
N

A LN

rax

17

friend - ship

Sue:

tell - lin” you all__ a-bout

with out

could-n’t sing a song a-bout

|

|

o
Sue:

tell - lin’ you all__ a-bout

with out

friend - ship

could-n’t sing a song a-bout

IR

N o

Sue:

tell - lin” you all__  a-bout

with out

friend - ship

could-n’t sing a song a-bout

i

H—

)"

S1

S1I

S1I

L

b

A
;:
—_
Bed.

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



pes.

ci

~—

e

-

>
ess - es

>

— =

s s

=

"=

most
3

most
3

most

Py
H g w

o

fin

and

-

al
al
al

|t =

it’s
it’s
it’s

peas,

her

Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score
on____

but - ter

e

LY

bite --
bite --
bite --

4=
- 1y

b}

ev’ -1y
ev’ - ry

v
1z

loves

Sue

s€a - Sons
s€a - sons
s€a - sons

bz

but - ter
but - ter
but - ter

.=

SO
SO
SO

[ Fan
V=

62
')
66
()

S1
S1
S1I

g g g
= .20 o0
= © o i~ -
1 1 1
< S LG
_ _ Y o Y|
5 5 ) 5
a a Y=Y
b L. B
> > >
S S ?
g g g o3 -
w2 w2 w2
< < < ~ e
=
o
= = s
< = = 3l YN e %
2 z z
| 18N
AN .
o | %
v 5 I3
£ £ £
+~ A d A
~g -
- - » =
a a AR
1 1 ) 1 .'r\\\
1l > > ) >
1 [} (] ) ()
.
R~ RS =
5 5 ol 8
S N S i ) e
e o o o
2 2 2 Ty
n n n ™ n—au
N
AT\ M
(Il
- - - LN
[} [5) [5) Exs .
£ iy 2 e Wl g
= it = =
o () (9] R
O M
N———

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



Opal Palmer Adisa, poet « Paul Adams, technological hero - Stephen Alexander, lyric consultant < Ginny Allen,
Agile coach and friend « The great people at American Composers Forum « Yehuda Amichai, poet  A. R.
Ammons, poet « Jennifer Anderson, conductor and composer advocate « Scott Bates, poet « Abbie Betinis,
initiator of collaborative endeavors - Beth Norton, conductor and composer advocate + Dennis Blubaugh, more
than just a music dealer « Michael deVernon Boblett, poet + Edna Busby, my first piano teacher « Ray

E’radbury, ter /lu ustin rza trarzs tor /Vorbe t Capek, minister and advocate for religious freedom
Jessica C’or mimings, poet « Philip Dacey, poet + Catherine

Dalton, composer and serum partner E’mz lc/arzsorz poet « Evelyn Dudley, poet and caregiver « Rob

Eller- ]saacs m t’wwwm and eomposer advocate + Ralph Waldo Emerson,
phllosopher ouis g writesds Davld vans, poet « Sophia Lyon Fahs, writer « Richard /M.
Fewkes, mz:i h ai m z Gallagher, composer and teacher » Paul Gerike,
proofreade m r ﬁg g fe f Graphite Marketplace - Steve Harper, just about
everything ﬁue ﬁﬁ b e - Edie Hill, composer and friend - Langston Hughes, poet - Margaret
and George iﬁefﬁ ey, piano technician « Karel Husa, composer and teacher « David
Jgnatow, poet - Kabir, mystic « Linda Kachelmeier, composer and scrum partner « Ruth Palmer, conductor and
composer advocate + Joan Wolf Prefontaine, poet + Paul Rardin, conductor and composer advocate + Kalidasa,

poet « Steve Kaul, recording engineer - e, S0ren Kierkegaard, philosopher and poet
Dorothy Knost, piano teacher + - Ben Krywosz, artistic director of Nautilus
N

Music-Theater « Denise Levertov, poet + George Ella Lyon, poet
Jonathan Machen, artist « Ruth MacKenzie, collaborative
vocalist « Dawna B arkova, writer « Anne Matlack,
conductor and B composer advocate + Nancy Menk,
conductor ang g8 composer advocate + Edna St. Vincent
Millay, B poet + Jane Ramseyer Miller,
conductor, composer, social activist
« Joe Mish, conductor and composer

d'someof it

Gerald Rich, poet « Carl Sandburg, poet
'iernemser and
f'rzerzd King Sigismund 7)), religious
¥ reformer < Ann Silsbee, composer, poet and
P- friend - Simon Alexander-Adams, sounding
board, fellow creative, and awesome son
Steven Stucky, composer and teacher
Rabindranath Tagore, poet « Sister Peronne
Marie Thibert, teacher and writer « Oliver
Alexander-Adams, unconventional thinker and
light of my life « Howard Thurman, civil rights
leader and writer « Everyone whose work supports
the Association for Unitarian Universalist Music
Winistries « Charles Varney, high school choral director
a Vonhuben, illustrator and graphic designer « Nancy White, poet
John Greenleaf Whittier, poet - Theodore Chickering Williams, poet » Daniel Winter, pianist and
teacher » Nancy Wood, poet « Yehudi Wyner, composer and teacher

This page has been intentionally omitted.
(You know why.) A complete perusal score may be
purchased through any music store or dealer.

bt e

Oeafarer Press

The Music of Elizabeth Alexander
www.seafarerpress.com



82

S1

S1I

Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

S1

S1I

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00

Tempo di Tango (J = 54-60) mp
/nQ - I - I L — i —
'\3 i i e — —
mp her turns are
H \ . .
b A \\, N N | I I ]
o —e 7% e J— — — S E—— S S I — — T — — I
Q) | % 1
Sue is the ver -y best dri-ver in the neigh - bor - hood,
n "P
P’ A N ) T I ]
#ﬁ K 7 a’\ ’\) 7 7 ’\7 } i i % I 1 1 1 I Jr— ! | 7 7 | | — {
AN B & & I | | Il | I I I I Il Il | | ] I 1
\o fo e e o o fe #j 5 & & fe [ 4 L AR —
Sue is the ver -y best dri-ver in the neigh - bor - hood, her turns are
9 f K T . — i i vy : u;H. o
o —» & ’j’ —= ﬁ‘f ps N—7—=¢& | ———— i \
[ S S ——
o fe ’ u o o e —
mp N
I\ A ! L] Py i
: C— < D— o < — N— = < o — — n—
~ e S ——— " ! i —— - . —r—=¢ —
T . 14 [ [ 4 T ———
</ N :
Red. % Ped. #* Ped. % Eed.
85
/’(A r I # I L] * ﬂ & I I L7 I I I |
w 7 7 I@W ! ™ 4; > 7 IC ‘ I:n I b 7 i_g_‘_t‘
—— I ——— I
awf’- lly good, and it is un - der-stood, that in like li-hood  she’s driv-ing
H |
A —— < ] ] 1 1 —= j i —J ] —= ] ] —
%)ID VA ﬁ | | | Iz =l # 5’ 5, VA =l ﬁ ‘ r ﬁ | VA |
and it s un - der-stood, that in like li-hood  she’s driv-ing
0H
i — e ] < — !
D——do— s e — — s s — ———
&5 o 7 = #;l- o5 & * e ¥ o & e v o o & &
awf’- lly good, and it s un - der-stood, that in like li -hood she’s driv-ing
A~
0wy - < B r
b’ 4 P o B iy il iy - iy
G 7 " e ¢ . 4o . ¢ Ze
NV | — I I I I
DY) | T I I
/-\' . N [——
LD T < —— X i e —
i | i #;i ndl- Ho T A rS 7 . %'—Q' ﬁJ i <
# Bed. #* :



Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score 9

Very Freely dolce
88
r port. f\, rl\ ~ q
ST i i |
un - der the in - flu - ence of LOVE. She al - ways
dolce
A ~ ~ ~ ~
o S I, " ¥y l T I [ILD ) T I T n T IR )
SII y Ay ) | | | Il L | — | N (7 N < I & - | | I 2 | Il 1 1P )
%iﬁﬁj:iﬁj\ > e ge 2 §= e e * 2
un - der the in - flu - ence of LOVE. She al - ways
dolce
A A A A ~
o T 1L ) I [ILD ]
S G S R A | S i g
N e ¢ & o ¥ 7o - ~ =S 2 - &~
un - der the in - flu - ence of LOVE. She al - ways
dolce ~ cue nots for
hearsal onl
| = reearsal only
o
e S BT —— S
3 — B S— A —— L —C | B Y71 1o ) 7 \ ]
— ————— - £ et S—. 5 i 5 3
% ' ! < u 7 o e < <~
5 | o b - 12 - - 3
~—%— ——————=¢ e —T— N 2 2
7 5= 1<
Bed. % Pod. % Fed oo, Ko R
9 Tempo di Tango
ST %ﬁsﬂﬁpf:ﬁd—'—wwm h— = i
v < IY} L | I — = I- i {
breaks for real-ly real-ly real-ly real - ly bad jokes,
ﬁ N A f
hJ | T — I A\ Y | | Il — ]
S s —7 — e | — T —=< e e
o A . — f . —o- e
breaks for real-ly real-ly real-ly real - ly bad jokes, she sig-nals to all
P’ ARD ) I N\ P — ]
A KN—7—¢& = = — & e ——+—1—
(o 2 7o : fo—e—e o
breaks she sig-nals to all
O I\ ./_\ N I\ . I\
K 7 7 < 7 <) >y 7 < 4’() 1\ 7 7 D o 7 P’ 7
v 2 Vi Vi n.".\’ ?,) Vi / i I'/ Vi E Il Il IYI') Vi / (\.?jll\l J\[ Vi Vi .\/V Vi & Vi
¢ o \ ./ﬂ; ./\ﬂ‘ Py
= " ) 7 7 174 7 - J B —.  — 7 > 7 7 74 7 74 7
: ' DA N
% Ped. % Ped. % Fed. % Py, % R %

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



10 Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

rallentando molto

240 ~ Shouted ecstatically: mf’ ~
r—— .
N ————= === - - 2
SV | | | | "4 |7 | 1] | I";
[ IS ' [d 4 [ ~
and yields the right of way to  hop - scotch. Hop - scotch!
Shouted ecstatically: mf'
pr—— m m
ST nQ i o — I ] e — ——— = I = - e
o——= | e —————— ————F 5
[ b= ——— § Ld 4 [ ~
friend - ly folks, and yields the right of way to  hop - scotch. Hop - scotch!
Shouted ecstatically: mf'
Q — i i i i | —y o T A LD )
A |Hey— e — ' ———Nr—= = e — —— =
SV | & I I | I "4 17 I L I L) J
2 ) e - ———— ! [ d 4 [ ~
friend - ly folks, and yields the right of way to  hop - scotch. Hop - scotch!
o)
="
L oo o g =
A . ~ = E: E :;ﬁ%& iE g
T T LD )
Gir . | - = ] <
O —t% ‘ 2
o ~—~——
fe 1t o I\
6)— — ! P——N—<1 2
I bl z %7 > © 2
4 b= o F=
Tempo di Hopscotch (J =92-100)
Have some fun!
97 mf
) o _ e — — : .
ST |Ha S I — e E—— R E——— T —®—o—&—
NV &P | L/ | Y | | — | 1
[ [ r ' \
But-ter on pop-corn, but-ter on toast, Sue loves but- ter bet -  ter than most!
mf
n [rm— | | | | |
p' AL ] - I I I >y I | I 1 I T I | W Py I o O | ]
ST |HA-S I — e E—— E— E——— . T —®—o—&—
})V z | | \'/ } ’V | | — i 1
But-ter on pop-corn, but-ter on toast, Sue loves but- ter bet -  ter than most!
mf
9 , | | | | |
A — Y
e <~ i r——F w
But-ter on pop-corn, but-ter on toast, Sue loves but- ter bet -  ter than most!
) o _ : : ! R : !
oS & 7 i £ g r3 - — ;  —— o 72  S—
o A " . [ 4 | g 0 - T
ra ) | T f i T f T - T
D | Py ¥ 2 | 2 | Y 2 | ¥ 2 I Y 2 - ? 2 Py | |
i§ﬁiﬁ1 i' P o — o rS . < -| rS rS F | i

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



11

%

My darl - ing

my!
my!

T

oh
oh

7
my,
my,

Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

but - ter -milk pie,
but - ter -milk pie,

but - ter- fly,
but - ter- fly,

Py
o
r

but - ter-cup,
but - ter-cup,

L)

L)

it
it

duh!
duh!
duh,

fry
fry

oS

My dar - ling

T

we’ll
we’ll

buh

my!

fish,
fish,

oh

a
a
duh,

Kz

b

my,

catch
catch

-

buh -duh - buh -duh - buh -duh -buh -duh - buh

and
and
brassy!
brassy!
* &
buh -duh - buh -duh - buh -duh -buh -duh - buh
brassy!
<
buh

[~

out

out
[ 4
of
[ 4
of
of

v v ¥

but - ter -milk pie,
come
come

in lots
lots

=
lots

in
in

ha!

O

ha,

but - ter- fly,
Solo: |

Yum, yum,
Yum, yum,

but - ter-cup,

play - mate,
play - mate,
up

up

&

[

\e)

\

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00

S1I
S1I



oliss—— 1@
wah! Bah, bah, bah,
bah, bah, bah,

T

bah,

wah

bah -dah, bah,

|7 — S8tS5S

bah

bah,
bah,

bah,
bah -dah, bah,

Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score
bah,

bah,
bah,

A
dah,
bah,

A brass band! Why not?
bah - dah,

S

Bah

114

&

I

|

z
bah

[THA

bah

A 2

I

|

z
dah,

O

bah - dah,

O

I

|

z
bah,

K

O

SV

STl

12

rallentando molto

bah!

I
L 4

<

5

bah.

bah!
bah!

LIS

buh - duh,
buh - duh,
buh - duh,

bh - duh,

buh - duh,
buh - duh,

§

12

buh - duh,
buh - duh,
buh - duh,

buh - duh,
B ¢
buh - duh,
fe

buh - duh,
8

1l

&
buh - duh,

e

=

buh - duh,

bah.
=
S

0

No
#

SV

e &

S1

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



13

with her knife:__
with her knife:__
with her knife:__

thick - ly
thick - ly
thick - ly

it
it
it

spreads
spreads
spreads

life,
life,
life,

her
her
her

in___
in___

Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score
in___

1

L/
but - ter
but - ter
but - ter

LA

=
Eed.

loves

b
loves

o
loves
f)l")

Sue
Sue
Sue

“Broad”-ly (Get it?) A little slower than Tempo I

0

)

I
I

light. Oh, when
light. Oh, when

light.

de
de

—3—

de

—3—
| |
3| Il

v
v
v

ens
ens
ens

sweet
sweet
sweet

and
and
and

ry pain_

s

ev - 'ry pain_
ev -’ry pain_

v -

>

cas - €s
€as - €s
cas - €s

It
It
It

’

122

S1
S1I

17

H—,

[ £an)

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



Opal Palmer Adisa, poet « Paul Adams, technological hero - Stephen Alexander, lyric consultant < Ginny Allen,
Agile coach and friend « The great people at American Composers Forum « Yehuda Amichai, poet  A. R.
Ammons, poet « Jennifer Anderson, conductor and composer advocate « Scott Bates, poet « Abbie Betinis,
initiator of collaborative endeavors - Beth Norton, conductor and composer advocate + Dennis Blubaugh, more
than just a music dealer « Michael deVernon Boblett, poet + Edna Busby, my first piano teacher « Ray

E’radbury, ter /lu ustin rza trarzs tor /Vorbe t Capek, minister and advocate for religious freedom
Jessica C’or mimings, poet « Philip Dacey, poet + Catherine

Dalton, composer and serum partner E’mz lc/arzsorz poet « Evelyn Dudley, poet and caregiver « Rob

Eller- ]saacs m t’wwwm and eomposer advocate + Ralph Waldo Emerson,
phllosopher ouis g writesds Davld vans, poet « Sophia Lyon Fahs, writer « Richard /M.
Fewkes, mz:i h ai m z Gallagher, composer and teacher » Paul Gerike,
proofreade m r ﬁg g fe f Graphite Marketplace - Steve Harper, just about
everything ﬁue ﬁﬁ b e - Edie Hill, composer and friend - Langston Hughes, poet - Margaret
and George iﬁefﬁ ey, piano technician « Karel Husa, composer and teacher « David
Jgnatow, poet - Kabir, mystic « Linda Kachelmeier, composer and scrum partner « Ruth Palmer, conductor and
composer advocate + Joan Wolf Prefontaine, poet + Paul Rardin, conductor and composer advocate + Kalidasa,

poet « Steve Kaul, recording engineer - e, S0ren Kierkegaard, philosopher and poet
Dorothy Knost, piano teacher + - Ben Krywosz, artistic director of Nautilus
N

Music-Theater « Denise Levertov, poet + George Ella Lyon, poet
Jonathan Machen, artist « Ruth MacKenzie, collaborative
vocalist « Dawna B arkova, writer « Anne Matlack,
conductor and B composer advocate + Nancy Menk,
conductor ang g8 composer advocate + Edna St. Vincent
Millay, B poet + Jane Ramseyer Miller,
conductor, composer, social activist
« Joe Mish, conductor and composer

d'someof it

Gerald Rich, poet « Carl Sandburg, poet
'iernemser and
f'rzerzd King Sigismund 7)), religious
¥ reformer < Ann Silsbee, composer, poet and
P- friend - Simon Alexander-Adams, sounding
board, fellow creative, and awesome son
Steven Stucky, composer and teacher
Rabindranath Tagore, poet « Sister Peronne
Marie Thibert, teacher and writer « Oliver
Alexander-Adams, unconventional thinker and
light of my life « Howard Thurman, civil rights
leader and writer « Everyone whose work supports
the Association for Unitarian Universalist Music
Winistries « Charles Varney, high school choral director
a Vonhuben, illustrator and graphic designer « Nancy White, poet
John Greenleaf Whittier, poet - Theodore Chickering Williams, poet » Daniel Winter, pianist and
teacher » Nancy Wood, poet « Yehudi Wyner, composer and teacher

This page has been intentionally omitted.
(You know why.) A complete perusal score may be
purchased through any music store or dealer.

bt e

Oeafarer Press

The Music of Elizabeth Alexander
www.seafarerpress.com



15

to
to
to

it
it
it

teach
teach
teach

to
to
to

nf
nf

(@]

P subito

start
start
start

(@]

she’ll
she’ll
she’ll

Sue Loves Butter (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

-

e

88-96)

-

HO

< & *
heart, and once she’s mas - tered it,

-

heart, and once she’s mas - tered it,

Tempo I (J

mf

-

heart, and once she’s mas - tered it,

F

[
()

14

\e

this:
this:
this:

like
like
like

goes
goes
goes

it
it
it

now;_
now;_
now;_

4

p subito
Lis - ten
p subito
=

Lis - ten

Lis -ten

L LN

-

you

N o)

148

S1
S1I

S1

S1I

A

p subito

A

IS

Seafarer Press / SEA-104-00



16
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Reach hands forward with palms facing up, one at a time,
with fingertips facing outwards and palms facing up:
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The story of Sue Loves Butter

Sue Loves Butter was written in memory of a real-life Sue, a gregarious singer who decades earlier had
helped found a women’s choir. At the commission’s outset choir members enthusiastically shared
stories, poems, letters, emails and videos about her. They wrote of her kindness, generosity, and love of
singing and dogs, but what stood out most to me were stories of her humor and zest for life. Everyone
seemed to have at least one story about Sue’s laughter and good-natured practical jokes, including the
lusty, legendary “moo’s” that occasionally bellowed from the second alto section, a fond reference to
the conductor’s dairy farm childhood. One women wrote about a fishing weekend with friends during
which Sue cooked everything in butter — fish, potatoes, eggs and vegetables alike. Butter, I thought.

What a great metaphor for exuberance!

Sue Loves Butter is the most unabashedly
playful song I’ve ever written. Many of my
women’s choir songs — like Why I Pity the
Woman Who Never Spills, Life is Not a
Garden and especially Reasons for the
Perpetuation of Slavery — bring out the strong
and courageous side of women. But it was also
a pleasure to just let myself have fun,
remembering what life was like when [ was a
curious, irrepressible girl.

Some might think that a playful song isn’t
fitting for a memorial piece. But somber just
didn’t seem like the right vibe for Sue. And
personally, I’m not sure it would be right for
me either. If there’s ever a posthumous musical
celebration of my life, I sure hope there will be
room for bad puns, amateur dancing, vigorous
hand-clapping, frolicking children, and plenty
of butter.

Elizabeth Alexander

Cover Image:

Detail from “She forgave her wrinkles” by Marylou Falstreau
Used by permission of the artist

www.mfalstreau.com
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