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The Sun Never Says

Even

After

All this time

The sun never says to the earth,

“You owe

Me.”

Look 

What happens

With a love like that,

It lights the

Whole

Sky.

Hafiz

Translated and adapted by Daniel Ladinsky

From the Penguin publication, “The Gift: Poems by Hafiz,” © 1999 by Daniel Ladinsky

Used by permission of Daniel Ladinsky

To learn more about this song see Composer Note at the end of this publication
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Composer Note: The scholarly side of me always

scrutinizes the texts I set to music to ensure they

are authentic, accurate and properly attributed. But

I have another side – ** the artist side ** – which

like a bright-eyed magpie leans toward shiny

things: beauty, delight, patterns, color, sounds, and

ideas which open the heart.

Thus it was with some trepidation that I approached

the work of poet Daniel Ladinsky. Neither a purist

nor an academic, Ladinsky’s engaging

Hafiz-inspired renderings have inspired passionate

debate among poetry lovers, Sufi scholars, and

Farsi speakers alike. To what extent are Ladinsky’s

poems translations as opposed to original poems?

And how much does that matter?

In the end, my inner debate was decided by a burst of spontaneous gratitude. I enthusiastically

and unapologetically set “The Sun Never Says” to music in honor of my extraordinary parents’

50th wedding anniversary.
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A Love Like That is also included in these extended vocal works and collections:

Nature Creature

The beauty and complexity of being alive are woven into the sensuous fabric of Nature Creature. A

compelling vocal work composed over a ten year period for dynamic vocalist Ruth MacKenzie, this

dramatic showpiece taps into the folk and jazz styles for which the singer is well known, along with

unique musical expressions best described as passionate, sweet, wry and tender. An optional cello

part offers an additional rich, genre-defying dimension to this lyrical work.

I. Tree Song (George Ella Lyon)

II. The Meadow Doesn’t Know About the Stock Market (George Ella Lyon)

III. I Should Be Content (David Ignatow)

IV. Come Soon (Lilian Moore)

V. Play (A. R. Ammons)

VI. Life Will Break You (Louise Erdrich)

VII. I’ll Tell You a Story, then (Nancy White)

VIII. A Love Like That (Hafiz / Daniel Ladinsky)

SEA-121-00: low voice, piano

SEA-121-01: medium voice, piano

SEA-121-02: high voice, piano

A Love Like That: Songs of Unconditional Love

Six songs exploring different facets of unconditional love. Springing forth from experiences like a

child’s nap, a solitary walk, deep grief, or an awareness of nature’s bounty, these open-hearted

offerings pour forth with immediacy and grace.

1. Sleep Song (Ann Silsbee)

2. The Eternal One (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

3. A Love Like That (Hafiz / Daniel Ladinsky)

4. The Gospel Isn’t Written in the Bible Alone (Elizabeth Alexander)

5. I’ll Tell You a Story, then... (Nancy White)

6. Grace (Elizabeth Alexander)

SEA-150-00: low voice, piano

SEA-150-01: medium voice, piano

SEA-150-02: high voice, piano



Vocal Music by Elizabeth Alexander
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Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (Polish carol, arr. Alexander)
Trio: low, medium & high voices a cappella

Jo! (The Edict of Torda)
Trio: low, medium & high voices a cappella

My Aunt Gives Me a Clarinet Lesson (Gregory Djanikian)
soprano, flute, clarinet, violin, cello, piano, percussion

No One Gets a Program (Dutch proverb, Elizabeth Alexander)
Duet: low voice & medium voice, piano

No Ordinary Song (Elizabeth Alexander)
medium voice, piano

Oath Taking (Opal Palmer Adisa)
high voice, piano

On the Edge of the Water (Elizabeth Alexander)
low voice, piano

Sleep Song (Ann Silsbee)
low voice / medium voice / high voice, piano

The Eternal One (Ralph Waldo Emerson)
low voice / medium voice / high voice, piano

The Gospel Isn’t Written in the Bible Alone (Elizabeth Alexander)
low voice / medium- high voice, piano

Trouble in a Minnesota Town (Neal Bowers)
medium voice / high voice, piano
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