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The Eternal One (low voice, piano) - Vocal Score
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The Eternal One (low voice, piano) - Vocal Score
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The Eternal One (low voice, piano) - Vocal Score

31

V-4

P&

~

is

it

love

is

t

- tion,

af - fec

through our

flows

2

=4

SPV|

N R b |
e = NN | I YHRN
|| Ol
| ..’/
(11
L1 =
Y
R
;s
NE Sl s
7] . ™NY
TN .2 (11
.l o
111 Sl
('}
N
N |
4
kué | | 1
L)
N
e
N
e
N
T ~
o |
>
T 2 | (Y
Ei.N N
- NE ol
N — e’

mf
=

=

poco rallentando

#
TTHE

35

g
=
<

I St
o

1

S

o

1
| —
N £
o~
1

o

>
o JINC]
e

oL

™ &

| .
// L)
TN Tt
L)
DL )
)
NI | A
N (
Ll
/ [ 1
(YA 9]
L}
N
‘ L
[ YEIE B
N N
)
N
(Y N
'ulll -
N

beo

©

a tempo

37

no

is

There

- €L

(2%

ev - er and

for

er,

v

Seafarer Press / SEA-093-00



Opal Palmer Adisa, poet « Paul Adams, technological hero - Stephen Alexander, lyric consultant < Ginny Allen,
Agile coach and friend « The great people at American Composers Forum « Yehuda Amichai, poet  A. R.
Ammons, poet « Jennifer Anderson, conductor and composer advocate « Scott Bates, poet « Abbie Betinis,
initiator of collaborative endeavors - Beth Norton, conductor and composer advocate + Dennis Blubaugh, more
than just a music dealer « Michael deVernon Boblett, poet + Edna Busby, my first piano teacher « Ray

E’radbury, ter /lu ustin rza trarzs tor /Vorbe t Capek, minister and advocate for religious freedom
Jessica C’or mimings, poet « Philip Dacey, poet + Catherine

Dalton, composer and serum partner E’mz lc/arzsorz poet « Evelyn Dudley, poet and caregiver « Rob

Eller- ]saacs m t’wwwm and eomposer advocate + Ralph Waldo Emerson,
phllosopher ouis g writesds Davld vans, poet « Sophia Lyon Fahs, writer « Richard /M.
Fewkes, mz:i h ai m z Gallagher, composer and teacher » Paul Gerike,
proofreade m r ﬁg g fe f Graphite Marketplace - Steve Harper, just about
everything ﬁue ﬁﬁ b e - Edie Hill, composer and friend - Langston Hughes, poet - Margaret
and George iﬁefﬁ ey, piano technician « Karel Husa, composer and teacher « David
Jgnatow, poet - Kabir, mystic « Linda Kachelmeier, composer and scrum partner « Ruth Palmer, conductor and
composer advocate + Joan Wolf Prefontaine, poet + Paul Rardin, conductor and composer advocate + Kalidasa,

poet « Steve Kaul, recording engineer - e, S0ren Kierkegaard, philosopher and poet
Dorothy Knost, piano teacher + - Ben Krywosz, artistic director of Nautilus
N

Music-Theater « Denise Levertov, poet + George Ella Lyon, poet
Jonathan Machen, artist « Ruth MacKenzie, collaborative
vocalist « Dawna B arkova, writer « Anne Matlack,
conductor and B composer advocate + Nancy Menk,
conductor ang g8 composer advocate + Edna St. Vincent
Millay, B poet + Jane Ramseyer Miller,
conductor, composer, social activist
« Joe Mish, conductor and composer

d'someof it

Gerald Rich, poet « Carl Sandburg, poet
'iernemser and
f'rzerzd King Sigismund 7)), religious
¥ reformer < Ann Silsbee, composer, poet and
P- friend - Simon Alexander-Adams, sounding
board, fellow creative, and awesome son
Steven Stucky, composer and teacher
Rabindranath Tagore, poet « Sister Peronne
Marie Thibert, teacher and writer « Oliver
Alexander-Adams, unconventional thinker and
light of my life « Howard Thurman, civil rights
leader and writer « Everyone whose work supports
the Association for Unitarian Universalist Music
Winistries « Charles Varney, high school choral director
a Vonhuben, illustrator and graphic designer « Nancy White, poet
John Greenleaf Whittier, poet - Theodore Chickering Williams, poet » Daniel Winter, pianist and
teacher » Nancy Wood, poet « Yehudi Wyner, composer and teacher

This page has been intentionally omitted.
(You know why.) A complete perusal score may be
purchased through any music store or dealer.

bt e

Oeafarer Press

The Music of Elizabeth Alexander
www.seafarerpress.com



The Eternal One

It comes to the lowly,

It comes to the simple,

It comes to whomever will put off what is foreign or proud.
It comes as insight,

It comes as serenity,

It comes as grandeur.

Within us the soul of the whole,

Within us the wise silence,

Within us the universal beauty

To which every part and particle is equally related:
The Eternal ONE.

When it breathes through our intellect, it is genius.
When it breathes through our will, it is virtue.
When it flows through our affection, it is love.

Forever and ever, forever and ever, Cover Image:
There is no ceiling between our heads and the infinite heavens. “Tree of Life”
Within us the soul of the whole, Metalwork design by

Van Read (Van Metal Arts)

Within us the wise silence
’ Used by permission of the artist.

Within us the universal beauty:
The Eternal ONE.

Lyric distilled from Ralph Waldo Emerson’s essay “The Over-soul”
Adapted lyric copyright 2010 by Elizabeth Alexander

Composer Note:

I was initially wary about setting a Ralph Waldo Emerson text, not because he wasn’t a compelling
thinker and writer but because his essays were so intense. As with many writers of the time, his
sentences were long, winding and dense. Metaphor followed metaphor, leaving me gasping for air.

But I kept thinking I’d find just the right text if I looked hard enough! Emerson was so compelling!
One of the few people in early America who was familiar with Buddhist and Sufi philosophies, he
thought of God as neither patriarchal nor judgmental but instead, all-embracing and benevolent. This
divine presence, which he called the “Over-soul,” flowed through the mind and spirit of every living
being, not rigid but in constant flux.

When I finally came across a direct and approachable excerpt from Emerson’s essay “The Over-soul” |
ecstatically set it to music. It was performed by a terrific baritone at a music conference and I thought
all was well.

Alas, I discovered a few weeks later that the excerpt itself had been greatly adapted! 1 immediately
began correcting altered words and phrases back to the original text, but there was one correction that I
could not bring myself to make. In an attempt to render Emerson’s writing gender-neutral, the editors
had changed all references to “man” and “his” to “us” and “our” — an intimate, first-person voice.
Here, God was understood as a presence endowed with infinite benevolence, beauty, and unity with all
beings. And I found that understanding to be breathtakingly beautiful.
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