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Every child is born one more redeemer;

In each new life is a spark divine,

One more voice for compassion, one more holy sign,

One more chance to restore and reveal and receive.

This is our faith, this we believe:

Every child brings one more redeemer to this world.

Adapted from Rev. Rob Eller-Isaacs and Rev. Bill Neely

Lyric © 2006 by Elizabeth Alexander

Original Words of Rob Eller-Isaacs and Bill Neely

“It is our faith that each child is born one more redeemer. We commit ourselves to the nurture of our
children. We acknowledge the divine spark within each child. May we be worthy guardians of these
young lives. May we build a community in which they will grow old surrounded by beauty, embraced
by love, and cradled in the arms of peace.”

Excerpt from words for the dedication of children. © 1997 by Rob Eller-Isaacs. Reprinted by permission of the author

“...Every child is, in words very familiar to us, born one more redeemer. One more chance for
humankind to get it right. One more voice for compassion and justice, one more soul aimed toward
unity with life, one more unique manifestation of a Creative Love seen in the eternal eyes of the newly
alive.”

Excerpt from sermon, 8/21/2005. © 2005 by Bill Neely. Reprinted by permission of the author

Composer’s Note: I fell in love with the words “one more redeemer” the first time I ever heard them.
Rev. Rob Eller-Isaacs coined the phrase as a blessing for young children and used it in all of his child
dedications. These words offer a blessing for children in every place and time, thanking them for the
unique and unimaginable ways they will bless the world. 

As it turned out, I was not the only one who fell in love with this
phrase. It is now used in many baptisms and child dedications, as
well as in the celebration of hope and new life we call Christmas.

Cover Art: “Big Sister” by Patrick Entenmann
Patrick lives in Portland, Oregon with his wife and two children. He
primarily works in graphite, charcoal, oils, and watercolor. His
portraiture appears in private collections across the country. In
addition to his art, Patrick enjoys coaching his son’s soccer team,
caring for his young daughter, music, fly-fishing, the outdoors,
gardening, cooking, photography, hiking and running.
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