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Program Note

Vox in Krishna is from a collection of pieces (Feasts of Christmas) that draws
parallels between Christian and Hindu mythologies and divine beings Jesus and
Krishna. The title of this piece, “Vox in Krishna,” is as much a reference to the
original Latin “Vox in Rama” as it is a nod to the dasavatara of Vishnu. The Latin
text is connected to the Feast of Holy Innocents. Meanwhile, in Hinduism, Krishna
is recognized as an avatar of the god Vishnu – another of His avatars is the deity
Rama.

In “Vox in Rama,” Rachel’s voice is heard in the town of Ramah mourning the
senseless death of her children which, in the Biblical Book of Matthew, occurs at
the hands of the jealous and fearful King Herod. The origin story of the Hindu god
Krishna is uncannily similar: a voice prophesizes that the child of King Kamsa’s
relative will one day vanquish him. Out of, again, jealousy and fear, the King
imprisons his relative Devaki and her husband Vasudeva, and each time a child is
born to them, he slaughters it. Their eighth child, Krishna, escapes and ultimately
ends Kamsa’s reign of terror. 

- Shruthi Rajasekar, 2021
Text

A voice is heard weeping
Rachel, Devaki's children
They are no more

Herod, Kamsa 
Killed the children

But Rachel, Devaki:
Know that 
Kamsa will be no more 
He will be no more 

- Adapted from Matthew 2:18 and
the Bhagavata Purana, Canto 10

Vox in Krishna - Holy Innocents

Co-commissioned by the Institute of Sacred Music of Yale University and
the Department of Music of Princeton University. December 2021
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   




























 





































- - - -

- - -

Rach el, De va ki: Know that, that Kam sa will be no more But

De va ki: Kam sa will be no more

ng no more

But

S.

A.

T.

B.
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   
 




              

     


              



    

        

       

     

    


       

 


 


   
 

 

  






 

























- - - - -

- - - - -

Rach el, De va ki: Know that Kam sa will be no more Kam sa

Rach el, De va ki: Know that Kam sa will be no more that Kam sa

mm will be no more that Kam -

mm Kam Kam

S.

A.

T.

B.

 





  




  

37

7Vox in Krishna

For perusal only. Do not copy.

For perusal only. Do not copy.

For perusal only. Do not copy.





        
        

    



  



   

      
 

    



          

    


       


    

        
      

 
    


 

 



  






 



















































rit poco a poco

- - -

- -

-

Kam sa Kam sa Kam sa will be no more He will be no more

Kam sa Kam sa Kam sa will be no more He will be no more

Kam sa Kam mm He will be no more

Kam Kam He will be no more

Duration: c.3 minutes

S.

A.

T.

B.
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