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Star of Rohini
Epiphany

They saw the star of 
Rohini ascending
Vidimus stellam in oriens
et venimus adorare 

We were stargazing
Gazing at stars 
Ecce stella quam 
viderant in oriente

gavisi sunt 
gaudio magno valde

They rejoiced for the star was there
With tears of joy, they cried,
"Behold the star!"

The answers -
They lie in oriente

- Adapted from Matthew 2:2, 2:9-10, and the
Bhagavata Purana, Canto 10 with additions
from the composer

Vox in Krishna
Holy Innocents

A voice is heard weeping
Rachel, Devaki's children
They are no more

Herod, Kamsa 
Killed the children

But Rachel, Devaki:
Know that 
Kamsa will be no more 
He will be no more 

- Adapted from Matthew 2:18 and 
the Bhagavata Purana, Canto 10

Co-commissioned by the Institute of Sacred Music of Yale University and
the Department of Music of Princeton University. December 2021

Program Note:

Celebrated over 12 days, the different Feasts of Christmas allow religious observers the
opportunity to delve deeper into the origins and cherished beliefs of Christianity. In
learning more about each of these occasions, I was struck by the fascinating parallels
between the mythologies surrounding Jesus and the Hindu god Krishna; stories about the
latter can be found in the major Sanskrit text called Bhagavata Purana. Vox in Krishna
and Star of Rohini explore similarities in these two important 6gures, highlighting the
interconnectedness of divinity and humanity across cultures, languages, and religions. 

- Shruthi Rajasekar, 2021
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1. Vox in Krishna
Holy Innocents

Program Note:
The title of this piece, “Vox in Krishna,” is as much a reference to the original Latin “Vox in
Rama” as it is a nod to the dasavatara of Vishnu. The Latin text is connected to the Feast of Holy
Innocents. Meanwhile, in Hinduism, Krishna is recognized as an avatar of the god Vishnu –
another of His avatars is the deity Rama.

In “Vox in Rama,” Rachel’s voice is heard in the town of Ramah mourning the senseless death of
her children which, in the Biblical Book of Matthew, occurs at the hands of the jealous and fearful
King Herod. The origin story of the Hindu god Krishna is uncannily similar: a voice prophesizes
that the child of King Kamsa’s relative will one day vanquish him. Out of, again, jealousy and
fear, the King imprisons his relative Devaki and her husband Vasudeva, and each time a child is
born to them, he slaughters it. Their eighth child, Krishna, escapes and ultimately ends Kamsa’s
reign of terror. 

For the Yale Voxtet and Princeton Vocal Consort, directed by Gabriel Crouch. 2021
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2. Star of Rohini
Epiphany

Program Note:
In Star of Rohini, written for the Christian Feast of Epiphany and embracing its
sense of wonder, awe, and mystery, the star of Bethlehem is reimagined as Rohini,
Krishna’s nakshatra (birth star) and guiding inJuence. Matthew 2:2 from the Bible
says, “Vidimus enim stellam ejus in oriente” — “For we have seen His star in the
East.” Who is to say that this wasn’t Krishna’s star of Rohini?
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