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Comissioning Information

Commissioned by iSing Silicon Valley, conducted by
Shane Troll.

Movements

1. How Far Can a Bird Fly? (2’30”)
2. Laudamus Sancta Matrem (1°50”)
3. A Thief! A Thief! (2°15”)

Performance Notes

Inspired by Benjamin Britten’s Friday. Afternoons,
these songs are the first in a series entitled Spring
Hymns, written to teach young singers melodic
independence through call and response, canons, and
sustained breath in longer vocal lines. Rather than
emphasizing sweetness, these  songs celebrate
mischief, curiosity, ‘reverence, and the thrill of
discovery. In acknowledging that which is greater
than ourselves, we become “right-sized,” recognizing
our placesin the wniverse as both small and sacred,
humble and divine. I hope that by fostering
connection to the natural world, our children may
grow to be protectors of the nature that
sustains—and truly is—us all.

Editions

This complete edition contains all three movements.
[041.0] Spring Hymns, for SA choir and piano

Additionally, each movement is available as

a stand-alone work.

[041.1] “How Far Can a Bird Fly?” from

Spring Hymns

[041.2] “Laudamus Sancta Matrem,” from Spring
Hymns

[041.3] “A Thief! A Thief!” from Spring Hymns

Lyrics
1. How Far Can a Bird Fly?

How far can a bird fly?
There to here,

And as it is going,

There, to here,

Just what is it thinking?
Upon the air,

Free,

Remembering yesteryear,
How it knows,

Where to go,

Co0-coo,
Coo-coo.

Mother showed,
Father showed,

How far.can a bird fly...
2. Laudamus Sancta Matrem

Laudamus sancta matrem,

To you I call,

The long night, it is breaking,

Will you again come to renew,

Though amazed by strange things humans do,
Daylight on us all to you in plainwview,

Imbue the high and lowwith sightlike thine,
No one favored, your grace defined,
Laudamus sancta matrem,

Into your arms I fall.

Gloria, gloria, gloria.

(continued on next page)
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lyricsy continued)
Thief! A Thief!

There is a thief round here, a thief! A thie
One who likes sparkly things,

Buttons and bottle caps, tinse
There is a thief! A thief! A thief?

If I sit very still, watchful and waiting,
I may spot him, I may spot him, shh!
Mmm, mmm, mmm,

Who could the thief be,

Mmm, mmm, mmm,

Oh, my! There goes the smuggler!

I caught him, caught him, caught him,
t’s a magpie, a magpie,

ief! A thief! A thief!

I agpie! It’s a magpie!
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2. Laudamus Sancta Matrem
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3. A Thiefl A Thief!

i i
U [91Te
>.
AN e

N i

N

£ e

J|

.

! o
| >.Dm et
Ry TS
K
= ol

o T¥te
- <
=R e
[}

— TeTe
=
3 B LS
n e,
o R

E ==

N

g

S

|
- 'l -
N | < rette
%G
AFLLL 2 LR
“H - Tiiette
g
TN o© ' N ~d
i =
1 =
™| 5§ B
m 1
i oL
5 i
A 2 A T mCETe A
ol
s W i
THette
™| = T e
| LRH#G%%*
TTe| .2 ¥ e
frette
I
AR 20 E] e
~e
xS FretTe-
' A4 IL)
q
(Y
e
E = = E ==
R== R==
L e Lui
e = = B = B = =
R= R==
Ay N A\
=50 g n
S
&=

Pno.

Iy
| Y

N
)

things,

kly

NaAa TRl

:

“ﬁﬁhﬂd
i
&
a N
| “ [
w
]
[e]
I Lw ool
m ofe
Ty L)
©)
9]
[erni
L
’ =<
=
3 =
= R==
g
E
==
0 N
S
o .
= g
[aW}



thief!

a

There is

Spring Hymns, 3. A Thief! A Thiefl— Shara Nova
tin - sel and leaf,

Full Score

Iy

b - Xl

O+ %

Y AN

12

>

I-- -- II P
- A-&bhl b ] e "l l
' 11 X || | .
; LIS W. e ._.-:
m o | L] R s ¥ o] T
-l m iy | L
o4y Y = ﬁ £ 9 e
" ﬁ g £ =S g
A4l Al — o~ E e bant NS
e m oz ] | s |1
N A | (] L 1 ey S o | Il i
| L.u | i = ol g L ﬁ 2]
ll IR kxS S e £
il B \ N e
" & & (| H
L] TreTTe — L 1A P---H-Mm & ™ . e
! T T smel TS A T E !
“ ” E -
S ol = | ] ] N E :G
B _ £
[ 121 ol i W__ hiiis Mm T
ol 5 el TR E \ A .
p.mJ C S=ee d=g d=ee =
g R = \y| o
LIS N ,
b b 0l o2 [\
T = & T —-... L,um 83 N ol
RLII b BN T T A m.. Aealell] f\; A o $
1 anee anee anee 1 4 g I il 2 +HH
il e g ﬁ H " i =
q I . 1 | | %l (]
| L] |I|_.f I | I = | IT_ < Q
= | : | |
il ™ 2 Tew T Hry |- hm oy —%te. ~
= el 2 Te
| | - Qo
Il‘ lnlll_l_.f Pa A R » A m.. Pa A - I|T> o <
i A oA 1 m, i Trere: o
= ]
1 o 1) o2 Al | | — i TRl |% L' W_. ol
B== E - E B== E= E = = B == uu_uu. E=3
= nmun = | nmuﬂ " = nm = o RMTﬂ nmuﬂ
= = A B = = B = = A A 3 A Ay E=<
R== R== B R== B R== Ra=
s v X X Ay v s v ey ey N
50 ﬂ./ NS e NG A./ QN N QP B a./

12
Tr.

Pno.
Tr



	[041.005] Spring Hymns, for SA Choir and Piano [Front Matter, JCG, 10-07-25]
	[041.003] Spring Hymns, for SA Choir and Piano [PDF Bundle, JCG, 10-07-25]
	[041.013] Spring Hymns, 1. How Far Can A Bird Fly [PDF of score, JCG, 10-06-25]
	[041.023] Spring Hymns, 2. Laudamus Sancta Matrem [PDF of Score, JCG, 10-07-25]
	[041.033] Spring Hymns, 3. A Thief! A Thief! [PDF fo score, JCG, 10-07-25]




