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Glen Song

If all you love is who you love
And why and where and when
Then all you love is you you love

And only now and then.

Yet winter, spring, and fall you love
And summer in the glen
Then all you love is all you love

And all you love again.
Scott Bates

“Glen Song” from Songs for the Queen of the Animals, © 1992 by Scott Bates
Adapted by Elizabeth Alexander and used by permission of Robin, Jonathan and Sam Bates

Composer Note: Most songs are inspired by non-musical things like birth, death, joy, or nature. But Glen

Song was inspired by another song!

It happened during a choir rehearsal of Charlie Smalls’ celebratory number Brand New Day from The Wiz.
As the choir sang it over and over, | found myself captivated by its high-energy chorus, a repeating

sequence of bright major chords as joyful as it is unforgettable.

At some point, I wondered, “What if the sequence didn’t repeat but instead veered off in unexpected
directions, careening through the circle of fifths with wild abandon?” I immediately thought of a little

poem my friend Sam Bates had recently sent me, a gleeful tribute to life written by his father, Scott.

Bingo! I returned home from that rehearsal knowing exactly how I wanted to set Glen Song to music.

Alfred Scott Bates (1923-2013) was a poet, activist, and free thinker from Evanston, Illinois. During
World War II he served as a French interpreter in the Normandy Invasion and afterward worked in
Military Government in Germany. After earning his doctorate at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, he
moved to Sewanee, Tennessee, with his wife Phoebe. There he raised four sons, built a house, and for
nearly forty years served on the faculty of the University of the South, where he taught French literature
and, later, film. His wide-ranging interests included birdwatching, painting, civil rights, brain studies, and
quantum physics. His books include Guillaume Apollinaire, The ABC of Radical Ecology, The ZYX of
Political Sex, and the anthology Poems of War Resistance. “Glen Song” is from his poetry book, Songs
for the Queen of the Animals.
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Glen Song (SSATB a cappella) - Choral Score
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Selected Choral Music by Elizabeth Alexander

A Palette To Paint Us As We Are (Gerald Rich)
SATB, piano ¢« SSA, piano

Beware the Winter Settlin’ In (Elizabeth Alexander)
SATB, Celtic band, opt. unison children’s choir

Blessed Be the Flower That Triumphs (Michael Boblett)
SATB a cappella « SATB, orchestra

Cherish Your Doubt (Elizabeth Alexander)
SATB, piano « SSAA, piano

Die Gedanken Sind Frei (German protest song, arr.)
SATB, piano « vocal duet, piano

Do Not Leave Your Cares at the Door (Norman Naylor)
SATB a cappella « TTBB a cappella

Even a Fist Was Once an Open Palm (Yehuda Amichai)
SATB a cappella

Faith Is the bird that feels the light (Rabindranath Tagore)
SSA a cappella « SATB a cappella

Fighting Over What We Believe (Elizabeth Alexander)
SATB, soloists, piano ¢« SSA, soloists, piano

Finally On My Way To Yes (Pesha Gertler)
SSATB, piano

Folks, I’'m Telling You (Langston Hughes)
SSATB, piano

Get Curious (Elizabeth Alexander)
SSAA a cappella

Glen Song (Scott Bates)
SSATB, piano

Grace (Elizabeth Alexander)
SATB, piano ¢« SSA, piano

Handles (Elizabeth Alexander)
SSA, piano

How To Sing Like a Planet (Elizabeth Alexander)
SATB, piano « TBB, piano

If You Can Walk You Can Dance (Zimbabwean Proverb)
SAB, piano, claves ¢ TBB, piano, claves
SSA, piano, claves « SATB, piano, claves

Immortal Love (John Greenleaf Whittier)
SATB a cappella

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (Polish carol, arr.)
SSA a cappella

Jump! (Ray Bradbury)
SSA, piano ¢ SSA, string quartet

Kindling (Elizabeth Alexander)
SATB, piano ¢ SATB, chamber ensemble

Let it Matter (Elizabeth Alexander)
SSA, piano ¢ SATB, piano

Like a Leaf (Wendell Berry)
SATB, piano

No Other People’s Children (Elizabeth Alexander)
1-4 part choir, soloist, piano

...or a musician (Philip Dacey)
SATB, orchestra

A Palette To Paint Us As We Are (Gerald Rich)
SA, piano ¢ SATB, piano

Praise Wet Snow Falling Early (Denise Levertov)
SATB, piano

Reasons for the Perpetuation of Slavery (Alexander)
SSAA a cappella

Same Birds (David Allen Evans)
SATB a cappella

Sing Me Awake (Gregory Orr)
SATB, piano, string quartet « SATB, piano, string orchestra

Song of Kabir (Kabir)
SATB a cappella

The Gate is Open (Sister Peronne Marie Thibert)
SATB a cappella

They Have Freckles Everywhere (Elizabeth Alexander)
SSAA, piano

To Make a Prairie (Emily Dickinson)
SSA, piano

We Give Thanks for Being (Traditional)
1-4 part choir, piano

We Lift Up Our Hearts (Richard Fewkes)
Unison children’s choir, SATB, piano

We Remember Them (Sylvan Kamens, Jack Riemer)
SATB, piano

Where there Is Light in the Soul (Chinese proverb)
SAB a cappella « SATB a cappella
SSA a cappella « TBB a cappella

When the Song of the Angels Is Stilled (Howard Thurman)
SATB a cappella « TTBB a cappella
SSAA a cappella « SATB, flute

Why | Pity the Woman Who Never Spills (Joan Prefontaine)

SSAA a cappella

For information about Elizabeth Alexander’s other choral titles, visit www.seafarerpress.com
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