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To make a prairie it takes a clover and one bee —
One clover, and a bee,

And revery.

The revery alone will do,

If bees are few.

Emily Dickinson

Composer’s Note: Emily Dickinson’s deceptively simple poem holds up three essential ingredients
of creation: clover, bee, and revery. The clover is the raw material, the bee is its faithful courier, and

the revery is...um...what exactly?

Revery is a luscious, old-fashioned word suggesting dreaming, imagination, and wonder. But when I
first encountered this poem, I mistook it for an archaic form of “reverence,” which felt surprisingly
apt. Meanwhile, my husband read the word as “revelry” — and I had to admit that celebration is pretty

crucial, too!

Revery, reverence, or revelry? However it lands for you, Dickinson reminds us that creation is not
about the mechanics. It springs from a mysterious, ineffable spark we can only imagine.is not about

the mechanics. It springs from a mysterious, ineffable spark we can only imagine.

Performance Note: Whatever you do, don’t stress about about the meterless senza misura measure!

Just enjoy singing it.

Cover: “Bee and Clover” was created especially for this publication

by Jonathan Machen.

Jonathan lives in Boulder, Colorado with his wife and two children.
He takes his inspiration from the people around him and the beauty of
the Rocky Mountains and the American Southwest. Jonathan also
manages the Solstice Center LLC, a healing arts facility in Boulder.
Other loves are playing with his kids, playing guitar, backpacking,

photography, skiing, bicycling and kayaking.

To see more of Jonathan’s art visit www.jonathanmachen.com



To Make a Prairie

SSA and piano

Elizabeth Alexander

Emily Dickinson

7 - N
15>
i)
=
I I I
g
(YHR
N
o
Qe_ R
[ Yo
N
Al
' ' ' LY
Lm.l
[
. = _
I L L a/v \.ri
T
JEll
1 1 1 I
A
[YH
BN
S
L L L / V /
[ YaxR
£
HM NHI Av}
| | | hm )
Q
&
w0
] &
= ' 12
ENGR  GNGR  ENER ENER ENER
DN N N NP A
\\! wi
2 2 < 2

[ N
BN
ﬁd
=
AN
q
Hl.N
<
il.N \~.I.
0 I Hl-ARE
|1 o A
3 E [N
L
[
q
1 El.N
-~
L & /
[ TR (YHR HEl
Jden N N
WM
Ji
[
. Q Lo T
N S QL]
i g A /
[ YaxR
S]] SRS, BN
~g ~e W
(
)
— R
I I ¥
HIN
N N D
NF
e

o)
. P A
Tutti [u’r‘n
N

IRD )
»
=g

rie,

prai

make

To

U
QL] o
| e
Ty ol
LI
LI REN L
A N
[ BN
o~
T J
e \ me
N |
i
&
NTILY,
A /
L Yt ﬁ
NR Avl
)
TTe
e
. M
N N

© 2026 by Elizabeth Alexander. Original version © 1998

Scafarer Press / SEA-016-01



To Make a Prairie (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

12

Tutti [
N

4

&

[ fan

VEr.

takes

it

Y
e
QHd |11
§
4
lil.
QL <
..... N
A ﬂ
Q
p
'y
QLI
L
AL

LD ]
r ]

LD ]

b o

9
L=
0
&ﬁlﬂ.
=
I
m=
=
qal 8 N
O x|
[}
Y 8
- E
4 0 _0/ )
T
[T
0 7 g
Ce G
s
E

18

N
A 5l oy 5]
N[ > N| > T > [\ L
Ei.N
N A L T = R i IN
112
[} (0] Ll [}
B 5 g5 R 5 M Mt
~ ~g ~ ~ '.ll.
T TN L) o a .o
4
N
|l g B B
> N| > M > [ ol
)
||
Ly [ lm LM_HII m ] M lw A_l_ N n.w
Al A e e e
() (] ()
= = 1 =
=T O ummul o Mﬂ @] ..MM..‘M
[ [ )
Illl|n.‘
L= =
1 1 I 00
E==
CYOER CYOER CYOER n CYOER
2o NLre NGO N n
/ .\
* = <

Scafarer Press / SEA-016-01



Opal Palmer Adisa, poet « Paul Adams, technological hero - Stephen Alexander, lyric consultant < Ginny Allen,
Agile coach and friend « The great people at American Composers Forum « Yehuda Amichai, poet  A. R.
Ammons, poet « Jennifer Anderson, conductor and composer advocate « Scott Bates, poet « Abbie Betinis,
initiator of collaborative endeavors - Beth Norton, conductor and composer advocate + Dennis Blubaugh, more
than just a music dealer « Michael deVernon Boblett, poet + Edna Busby, my first piano teacher « Ray

E’radbury, ter /lu ustin rza trarzs tor /Vorbe t Capek, minister and advocate for religious freedom
Jessica C’or mimings, poet « Philip Dacey, poet + Catherine

Dalton, composer and serum partner E’mz lc/arzsorz poet « Evelyn Dudley, poet and caregiver « Rob

Eller- ]saacs m t’wwwm and eomposer advocate + Ralph Waldo Emerson,
phllosopher ouis g writesds Davld vans, poet « Sophia Lyon Fahs, writer « Richard /M.
Fewkes, mz:i h ai m z Gallagher, composer and teacher » Paul Gerike,
proofreade m r ﬁg g fe f Graphite Marketplace - Steve Harper, just about
everything ﬁue ﬁﬁ b e - Edie Hill, composer and friend - Langston Hughes, poet - Margaret
and George iﬁefﬁ ey, piano technician « Karel Husa, composer and teacher « David
Jgnatow, poet - Kabir, mystic « Linda Kachelmeier, composer and scrum partner « Ruth Palmer, conductor and
composer advocate + Joan Wolf Prefontaine, poet + Paul Rardin, conductor and composer advocate + Kalidasa,

poet « Steve Kaul, recording engineer - e, S0ren Kierkegaard, philosopher and poet
Dorothy Knost, piano teacher + - Ben Krywosz, artistic director of Nautilus
N

Music-Theater « Denise Levertov, poet + George Ella Lyon, poet
Jonathan Machen, artist « Ruth MacKenzie, collaborative
vocalist « Dawna B arkova, writer « Anne Matlack,
conductor and B composer advocate + Nancy Menk,
conductor ang g8 composer advocate + Edna St. Vincent
Millay, B poet + Jane Ramseyer Miller,
conductor, composer, social activist
« Joe Mish, conductor and composer

d'someof it

Gerald Rich, poet « Carl Sandburg, poet
'iernemser and
f'rzerzd King Sigismund 7)), religious
¥ reformer < Ann Silsbee, composer, poet and
P- friend - Simon Alexander-Adams, sounding
board, fellow creative, and awesome son
Steven Stucky, composer and teacher
Rabindranath Tagore, poet « Sister Peronne
Marie Thibert, teacher and writer « Oliver
Alexander-Adams, unconventional thinker and
light of my life « Howard Thurman, civil rights
leader and writer « Everyone whose work supports
the Association for Unitarian Universalist Music
Winistries « Charles Varney, high school choral director
a Vonhuben, illustrator and graphic designer « Nancy White, poet
John Greenleaf Whittier, poet - Theodore Chickering Williams, poet » Daniel Winter, pianist and
teacher » Nancy Wood, poet « Yehudi Wyner, composer and teacher

This page has been intentionally omitted.
(You know why.) A complete perusal score may be
purchased through any music store or dealer.

bt e

Oeafarer Press

The Music of Elizabeth Alexander
www.seafarerpress.com



To Make a Prairie (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

Freely, floating

p dolce

..ilN
fjf
& | (] T R il
N TT1 1 HEL ) ] | | A
B E =
I 1 ] 1 I|MWH 1 H Aﬁll
1 1 1 Ml’
e 8 e 8 e & L
g OTRE || B S
~ g ~ e ~e | | [ JAN
N
on o
Q |
0 0 ¢ A $H
Ol
-~
'Yl
N
oL
0| 2 0 = b = oo Vil
ln:l. W [P an aW lhrl” W ”u A
il
Co3 C3 ' -
< < &
L. 1 11N,
L JEE=EY 28T E L [
CYOOR CYe CYOOR 6 CYOeR
99Mu N Q.Mu o ﬁﬂu
N \ wa
» = <

* Altos, your first instinct will be to sing a Bb in measure 29.. You get extra points for every time you nail the Cb!

=

no

I
o
b

[ fan
SV

and

and

| Y

N ~—

and

4/l

te

t-o

—
S

te

e 2 ge

S1

SII

A

Scafarer Press / SEA-016-01



To Make a Prairie (SSA and piano) - Choral Score

35

N

al
B ==
XY
[ 18
olll 2 |lo| =& g B evo
FLne ==
e 2 TR ® e 2
_ _ _ eoe
1 1 1 uﬂ
1LY
1 1 1 “
|, I
1 1 1 uﬂ
A o o 5} Y
g2 ||e e ||e ¢ S
N e O )
= = <

Senza misura

37

pp ethereal

0
yan

ey
T )

1O

1LY )

[ Fan)
AN 4

[

If

re ve rie a lone will do.

The

LD ]
r )

LD ]

e
=
O

X

-

Tutti [
N

A tempo

38

Tutti [
N

O

r» ]
-
LY |

~

SV

7 al
[ {an
D)

few.

are

bees

¢ 4l

/\

ws

Scafarer Press / SEA-016-01



Selected Choral Music by Elizabeth Alexander

A Palette To Paint Us As We Are (Gerald Rich)
SATB, piano ¢« SSA, piano

Beware the Winter Settlin’ In (Elizabeth Alexander)
SATB, Celtic band, opt. unison children’s choir

Blessed Be the Flower That Triumphs (Michael Boblett)
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SSA, piano
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SATB a cappella
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To Make a Prairie (Emily Dickinson)
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