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Text:

i am bark brown in the saffron aether

my body whittled into whorls

textured by teeth of small crawling things

and i am waiting

like a god in repose that i am

a crown of cypress burls blossoming from my hair
and i am waiting

and the flowers shoot through the cypress into the aether
and still i am

waiting on my side arm propped to face
impatiently waiting for a world to break

through the yellow ether

waiting

to birth

for the morning to midwife

an eclipse

of fresh

earth

- Brittny Ray Crowell, “Intermission of Aether and
Earthe,” based on Alison Saar’s painting “Aether and Earthe”

Cover image by Parisa Golchoubian

The Poet:

Brittny Ray Crowell is a native
of Texarkana, TX. She is the
recipient of a Donald Barthelme
Prize in Poetry and the Lucy
Terry Prince Prize, judged by
Major Jackson. Her poems

have been published or are
forthcoming in Ploughshares,
Frontier, The Common, The West
Review, Mount Island, Aunt Chloe,
Copper Nickel, The Journal, and
the anthology Black Lives Have
Always Mattered. She recently
participated as one of the

librettists for the Kennedy Center’s Cartography Project.
She is a teaching assistant and PhD candidate in Creative
Writing and Literature at the University of Houston and a
poetry editor for Gulf Coast.
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B.E. (Brittney Elizabeth) Boykin is a distinguished composer, conductor and pianist,
renowned for her dynamic artistry and profound contributions to the world of mu-
sic. Most recently, her music appears on two albums nominated for the 2026 GRAMMY
Awards in the Best Classical Solo Vocal Album category: Black Pierrot (Sidney Outlaw
and Warren Jones) and In This Short Life (Devony Smith and libor). This rec-

ognition stands as one of her newest career highlights, joinin
Qx t as the Kennedy Center and Carne
influenc

In Idition to heg work in opera, she continues to leave a lasti

as aleading Voice In contemporary classical music.
d as-a - conductor and clinician who is celebr
p a lity to connect with her ensembles. Wit

all,

0
d
y artistic excellencg, educational impact, and a deep commit o cultural advo-
cacy, she is honored to serve on the National Board for the National Collegiate Choral

Organization. She is currently the Director of @hofal Aktivitifs Ak thd @dorgiairistifute

of Technology.
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