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Text:

I choose hope,
Beyond what I see.
I choose hope.
Hope is me.
Without evidence,
When I want to leave;
Against all odds.

I choose to believe.
I choose hope.
Beyond what I see.
Without hesitation,
I believe in me.

I dream big

And hold my head high.

I believe in me

I don’t feed the lies.
I choose hope
Beyond what I see.
My dreams live
Inside of me.

That flame,

That spark,

That passion,
That's me.

I'm the hope that others dreamed.
I choose hope, no matter how dark it seems.
And should I forget. If I let hope die,

hope will find me
And replace every lie.
I choose hope.

Hope is me.

I choose hope,
Beyond what I see.

- Jarrod Lee

Cover image by Parisa Golchoubian

The Poet:

Writer / Opera Singer, Jarrod
Lee, hails from Sylacauga,
AL, and resides in
Baltimore, MD. Influenced
by his experience of being
Black, Gay, and American,
Lee writes stories for songs,
the operatic stage, and
beyond. Lee’s operatic
collaborations include Two
Corners and Oshun with
composer B.E. Boykin. Other
collaborations include The
Delta King's Blues with
composer Damien

Geter, Hello, Star with
composer Carla Lucero, See
your Equal and Voices

of Zion with composer Ronald Walton, Kandake, Spirit
Moves, What is Love? An Al Story, and Journey to You with
composer Timothy Amukele. Works in development
include Promised Land with composer Glenn McClure
and Split-Second / LIFE with composer Jasmine Barnes.
Lee’s commissions included The Alliance for New Music
Theater, The Atlanta Opera, IN Series, Finger Lakes Opera,
Opera Parallele, The Peabody Institute of The Johns
Hopkins University, Opera Theatre of St. Louis, and The
Washington National Opera.

Updates: www.jarrodlee.com/writer/




KP0019

Commissioned for the 2025 National ACDA Grades 8-10 Treble Honor Choir,

conducted by Dr. Lynnel Joy Jenkins

Do not photere

for SSA choir, c

Fotperusal only.

Contemplative /= 60

°
o, djembe, and piano

hat I See

. Boykin

. — . . .
Y4 '/- o Hfl.??.l i T N— !HAR tll:\- - %_—1
Cello Co— —— y —- T 17/ ) T i i’ > o 1] ]
7 5% P S ] A T — T 1 ® P i R Y- |
s 3 i - ‘3 ] i o 1 f - ]
mf° expressive 3
h -1
P A S S S S S 1
] - o o o o o
o4
Dl
- rrfr ryrrrrirrr rqrer f“
1ano ”!’f
o o
q. 7 Py
,.I‘V‘Z hd e \ &4 b
pedal throughout

T T |
T - T - 1
T T 1
1 1 |
L | 3
T T T T Il
- T - ™ y 2 a | Il
1 i T P Tz i_d_i - - P T
I I I 1< Il
oJ [ [
I choose hope be - yond what I see I choose
mf
9 T T T T % Il o]
82 y 4W ,[»,\ - T - ™ y 2 é T Il
 fan ) T T P T (7] . i = PN T
ANIVJ 1 1 I ————— T |
oJ [ L
I choose hope be - yond what I see I choose
I
A % =
~eJ
© o
Al OO
-

LAVIA PR

(o

SS

© 2025 B.E. Boykin. All Rights Reserved.
Unauthorized copies are prohibited.

The music from this
publisher is exclusively
distributed by Graphite.
GraphitePublishing.com




KP0019

Beyond What I See

B.E. Boykin

12

be - cause hope i

I choose hope

be - cause hope is

I choose hope

cause hop

be -

LAY F A= PRE S 8

I choose hope

me

be - cause hope is

I
I2Y
v

0
>4
y i
{ey

I 5 .
s ML s 5 1
s = o = = .
N N YN
o«
YN
[ [ ol
o«
YN
[ [ ol
o«
YN _
TR & R fmJ I'Yh
clie 2o wn B
119 — 1% — (7p]
wlT™ M ol .m E
2 2
= W Y
: : 0
s <
3 TR
[ |
g W
@]
< IK
NN e
N od AN
Q
V“ & & < =




B.E. Boykin Beyond What I See KP0019
19
191—= i I = I  —-— —|
Sl | I I N [ 7] N T I e — I (7] T I |
d | \ I ] } =\[ . J ‘} j a}. /i J
S
eV Di Adence WheéngThwant(to leavé; a - gainst all odds With - out
I\ |\ I | ]
= SRR B s ==E
oJ S— * ' E DA o
ev= - dence When-I want-to-leave; a - gainst all odds With - out
Al ‘ | = e R
15 == e e e o -
SV d
ev - i - dence When I want to leave; a - gainst all odds With -+out
l v I I v I I . b I I I
dJ \ \ \ T
. —
. - o -
_F ¢ F e £ e L A QOVe .
74 ‘ ‘ - . —]
21
191—= i i I I F — —] ]
81 | | | | N \‘ | } G" &' ‘
S S o Co— \ ] !
hes-i-ta - - tion I be - lieve in me I dream
‘91—= i i I L F [r— —t ]
Sz | I I I N \. I } 0" 5' !
3 — ¢ I \ \ \
hes -i-ta..- - tion I be-lieve in me I dream
A== — 5 =TT - ‘ |
S — P \ \ ] !
hes-i-ta = - tion I be': lieve| in me 1 dream
1 . v | | | . v | | . v | | I .
oJ \ \ 19 \ |
A A
. . o o _— _—
s Reps§ S 1 p . -,
,' i‘) | I I | ‘} I L\‘}




KP0019

Beyond What I See

B.E. Boykin

f
z
high

.

T
head
°

(ﬁoc

a

0 hot

23
0
>4
oJ

J— l
I I
i I

o)
>4

f
z
high

-
T
head

nl

ato

I'us

1

-

b Za)
T T
; [ ]
Q

PG

T

1

1V, ) )
B V2
IV, )

0
>4

Be - yond what I

[
@

Be - yond

yond

[
@

Be - yond what I

Be - yond what I

¥ )
(o)

fA

[

[

VIA PRESS

|

o




B.E. Boykin Beyond What I See KP0019

29
9 12 [ = = ——- |
Ve .8 1 - s Tt |
nf \ ———
Djembe 38 o i Craevaxa X0 s+ XS a@taxarx & aAxsamiaxarxer axy o @5 axax
= — e — — — e — e S RET R ATaR T am—— e e
mf
) [ —
P AN, [y ) N | | ¥ — [ | — | ]
SO T i S . i c—- D o i i ¢ N i ——1
: - - S ———
Q) LA @ 1 [ J
see Be - yond what 1 see Be - yond what I
9 -, [ — i ! — — = —
52 B B i = ¢ N ‘ ——
Q) - - . I .\‘
see Be - yond what 1 see Be - yond what I
p” A, [)) — \ ] — — — —
A ] ‘ i —] ¢ N e ——
X - ® e =
see Be - yond what 1 see Be s\yond what 1
31
" e I \
ve 5= | = = |
\
Djembe | |
I 9 é / / é 9 / I 9 é / 1] ]
A e
P A | | | — [ e ]
S1 |Hey>—] ¢ N—" B B 1 = &  ——
})V .\. .\ 1 b ;d—-‘ [ } .\ t‘
see Be - yond what I see With - out
0 — ]
P A | | | — [ | | ]
S2 |Hfes>— t N—o o o j o ¢ e ——
o s —— * — v
see Be-yond__ | ‘what I see With - out
0 — ]
o | | | N —— ] | ]
A |Hey>— s N—o o P E— — & e e
S v * o= v
see Be-yond_ what I see With - out
2.
I ! 'J o 171 f\‘. %
W EE ==
e e
- -
)y : e -
— 1 — ! ‘ —




B.E. Boykin Beyond What I See KP0019
33 o
o ®e
o L ) ] - ——— F F F |
" ® > — — ‘
Ve s 1 [ i T e |
‘ 4
Djembe o —axXsaeticaieo ixbapilax o axsa @UAxaxe sxiamis < ax|
R e e e e e e e S  —— e T S
I8 ! ] — T 1 — ]
RERCEHSH Y —————— ===
e ~ & 4\/‘ [ 4 [ 4
ev - i-dence When I want to leave; I choose to__be - lieve With - out
41—= i ! I =  m— i —
S2 J | | ‘ | i e ——— 1 i = —
d I é . ‘\\;‘\ .\ (K0 .\
ev - i-dence When I want to leave; I___ choose to__be-lieve With - out
491—= ! ' i ; T —|
A . . A R e — — LB EE=E
e =K I I | I | ﬁ‘
=~ ') ~ / hd ‘L/'L [ 4 a- @
ev - i-dence When I want to leave; I__ choose to__ be-lieve With - out
4 4 | e
2> = O .
D 1: i ‘—F
ooy oo, ﬁi
>, o, frer 70 rorTaaoetes s
LA Py s ' [ ] 1 | 1 | [
= i . =
35
nl ) .- o
": - P I [ X I — [ o ]
Ve. 25 T — } e } i }
L = I I } r | |
Djembe | |
-/491—= \ \ \ . Y — — — 1 == |
Sl | I I I I N I I é . I | . I . | Z \’- !
I I ]
J - ——  ° ! —
hes-i-ta - - - tion I be - lieve in me I dream
491—= t \ \ . K — — — I 1 |
82 | I | | | N ] | é . | | \. } -\ N } ‘ ;
o — < e ———
hes -i-ta - - - tion I be -\lieve in me 1L/  dream
41—= i ! \ \ - K — — — I ]
A - - i ‘} i ‘ :
=y — - el "\_/ ———
hes -i-ta - - - tion I bel - lieve i) me 1 dream
o —— : 2% o
& P e
0 0 I
o ——
o) o 'rm‘f?- o Hﬁ'l’f?- ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁ
Z b e | | e el | | e I
e _— | H
6



KP0019

Beyond What I See

B.E. Boykin
37

1 1 1
1 1 1
D || f f T & f TN & f N & N
tnl o o o o
) || (18 | 1 el
X |
. < J o< J <=
|| Q] .0 TTRY| .80 o .80 i
il || T = L = L =
e kel e
ol 3 oL 3 ol 3
< < <
i I Il
T g B g b
3 i) 3 IRECUR
| ) o 9] hadd
< < <
LYl — M M TN
. L ke —\ he! ﬁ e o oo
[\ m w m LVj‘
o o
. .80 H .50 H .80
M 8 8 8 —
N | - |
<N S <N o
3 {
> 3 & <

Djembe

39

Djembe

1 1 1 ﬁ
- 1 1 1 %
8 o
A e & T &he, &
N
~ OR OR [ %
R g ol T e
. ~ o
N N M
N
1 .
. Sl o e ./ =
AT ] N =R 1 YA s YA
HAH HAH L s Y S >
1 1 1 1
[ 1 1 1
T N ol g me/ET 2 e
AN
o ™~ o o o o
ol g il i i TN
H H [T] [T] )
il n)
il L e i
NN il e N L)
AN
. g ke . e ke .
QL i &5 oL 5 T 5 i
= S >,
mi.N E.N mi.N N
N DN N N
> & & <



KP0019

Beyond What I See

B.E. Boykin
41

Djembe

) A @ M &
ol '
.f\l; i~ i~ KB
(Yiy
i v v
.FL\ o/ TN TN
===
LSAN '\
[y
L
. e = L) = L™
. ol g v & o/ £ )
L] i U = W = Wl =
1 1 1
1 AL R LR T &
N». ﬁ Y ﬁ\.d
| B ;\ 1) ;\ L
- L [ [1T®
| 1AL \
T b T T
E = W=
A N als) 1S 3
= = =
mi.N . mi.N
o N N N
9]
> 3 & <

43

2o 2 L L 2 cle T
2 3 3
|1 2 |1 g | ||| . .
| | S N5 N5 N0 NG
= = =
lHU. & lHH. % l\H. % aH N
o o
~ ~t ~ \HH‘M’
= S=te 2=te H=re B S=te) =
s A T
i i
|l ||
j
. {|] = = 1A% Nk
S -3 g g LI
> B > T
BN BN | - BN e
N W C N NP
. { (./\.(
= = 5 <

Djembe




KP0019

Be - yond what I

see

I

what

Beyond What I See

Be - yond

0 Y, [ )
hdl OIS V-
Z hHh Q
O

mf

see

P

P AN, [y )
P’ AN, I') )

45
)

IAY
I

B.E. Boykin

Ve
Djembe
51

52

g

IAY

Be - yond what I
Be s\yond what 1

P——
-

see
see
see
see
see
— DS —

I
I

I
I
I

what
what

what
what
what

Be - yond
Be - yond

a

Be - yond
Be - yond
Be - yond

see
see

I
see

I
see

I
see

Il

P’ AN, ') )

47
’I’Ln h
ey

e

A
Djembe

S1

S2



KP0019

Beyond What I See

B.E. Boykin

W
i
T
"
TR A%
)
1L
e
e
e
k)
)
L
e
1L
) . A
QL ) x.M
cit - !
This
M Jﬁ . olal
T\l e
K )
ﬂm
'y Ty \
<+ _W |
O
I | ‘i R
— . .
Y
S _j~
= \
) .
3] x.J%
<\
= e Y
W o [« .Aoo
. ek o
g N ~——
=

52

- )
el £ e
= e
e
| )
“A g 1)
| rs »
T ® e
=
o L)
2
T " N = W 1)
- - ‘.
e
»
e
Pa w.. \Av\
L] | ..m \i
S e
Ol ]
. e “. . .
il s £ T 9
L L L Ay = 7
o =1 »
ey 2 1N
= e
L
it ~ L] Jqo
N
e
T
»
..P ND) BL)
] ] L
e
PREL,
»
e
N
e
e
e
ny [ e
e E.N EE.N mi.N mi.N N
N N N N N
= 5 8 <

[ fan

dreams live in

My

[ fan

me

that pas - sion that's me

that spark

flame

'i;}*f‘ 'ij}i‘ 'i;ii‘

.ij}i‘

bs*

b
' w7 EE Y =Y

‘iﬁi‘

'ij‘i'

FINERYS

S e ”

51

S2

10



KP0019

Beyond What I See

B.E. Boykin

56

' ' ™
e
e
1 1 \\i
™
ol & ° g
™
e
e
e
[ ] ]e (0] o W °
N ooz L
- - ™
e
e
) %) iy
g 1Ll & °
R 8 S
5 L »
e
e
e
. . ‘.
L [ Y MV, S T7e MY ¢ m
™
e
e
e
| @ N
NR A e &
= »
e
e
e
. ™
'y Np)
] W]
e
e
e
. »
A
»
e
e
I i
B8 B
ry B iy |
N N NO» e

58

1 1 \ Lﬂm 1‘.
b || 7 c [
T |
i _ _ i
o o |+ ) L] o
o ol 5 [ YRR =R g £ [
» K]
S AN L]
\\‘4 E ]
=
1T =1
2 A/
95}
Ul g Hi g =
Onl \ 2 | 2 s, ~t
- k)
) | L I
| A
1 < E < <
9 L g N o g, |.Mw’
S S @« L)
P an| - [
L] IS
g =
| |] Ol N
. > . S lat m k] W e
o L N s e s T & e N I
| 5 hs
| = |
W 2 i
NA N NA g [l e
[T
1™
]
. BER.
[ 1HI ~ L]
] I
i)
e
e
. . “.
QL B\ L]
H.]
L)
e
w |1 ) L
g g B
5 e s »
[\ = M < T 3
2 2
EI.N - EI.N
& S o NG e
. ) d N ——
J
= = 5 <

Djembe

11



B.E. Boykin Beyond What I See KP0019

60

o) 1710 7 i s f n— i \’ i a—
Ve. B \ \ y 0 v m— \ C— \ O \ \ C— \ \

I ————— ———— S—————— S — ——— —— — ———

Diembe JF—@0——ax a0 daxax @ A <X I a @A axl 0 AXTAPTAXAKO — A XU A O T A ax]

1A : G 1
o1 |6 —F : = = = : |
T T T T T
side of me My dreams live in - -
h = | | |
s | —— i = — i 1 o 1
w o P o o= - r }
side of me My dreams live in - -
o} I\ I\ N I\ \ N A N \ "
P’ A N IAY N IAY N—T N | N | N ]
>y - L —— - v L — ~

flame that spark  that pas-sion that's me That flame that spark  that pas-sion that's me  That's

o) o J J J o J J J
7 e | 1o o | g P = = e s P P~ i~ o o~ P P~ i~ B P~
B~ & y a0 . b * y 203 . s .
o | ¢ °P- ¢ f
s il i ,
75 o 11 24 z
4 - |
. . be- 7
62 A
l)g e
ve D=7 - r S ——— 7
a— \ \ i
)
Djembe ]]—P—H%—A—ﬂ%—ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ—ﬁﬁ%‘—ﬁ—ﬂ%—ﬁﬂﬁ%&—ﬁ—-—#
/ ﬁ 9 / Ji 9 ﬁ I i 5 3
-
- A 0 P
P | Y
s1|ty—rrmr ,- . e — = q—#—s—é&
O —— | ¥ | e 1 - X
side of me side of me I choose
>ﬁ mp
h = | | [\ = | .\
82 P’ A | | } } \\‘ S I | | | |
w [ O ! | D | %
Py, \ o
side of me side of me I choose
>/\ mp
o} N I\ N A N ‘ °
N i - —r s
o) [ o = = [ J
flame that spark that pas-sion that's me Thats me__ I choose
)
P e P e P B = F
e P~ I I — P~ — P~ I — o — o - - %
Grpreaet teaet —co o o ot = 3
[y, \ = o
hd mp
| N
'l: l %: o L’i
Z h ; E 4

0l



KP0019

Beyond What I See

B.E. Boykin

. R ) R Q ] - — — —
2] N n 1 1
e 8 ymel| S 8
S S ! I
'\ﬂ P — — ‘H 11 1 11 1 Bl
~{ ~ \H
o il I AR
2 ) () Q A' ] 17 17 ﬁ\
Q N g MmN = g [ [ UnE ! \
M R 2 9 e I I I
" 2 2 2 IR
(TTTY TTTe
{2 {2 Al 2 i e iz =
ﬁ ¥ ﬁ ¥ 3 1 1
.vL e B e 3 3 ol ole
S S S ﬁ ﬁ
o He @ ) o ol T 1m T 1m H ,m.
8 o < e & = 2. =X 5.
A1 » I = I I
c e\ e ) e
o L ele =
AEW; S plhiv/ g oty ot e [
= ) ) 00}
Gh o o o oe e |7 S = = = % S
i s £ & sy < B % % & o 2
(1777 [} 1] o )
2] o n
] N ] ] [
o @] o
S S !
~t — [Te— — [ ! ! ! A, V
ol ~t V DR
Cv Y (1)
3D \E A.ujﬁ.\
= ] ) [} [}
s sy oy s Wi e m R A i
(1T — WHH. — — T — e — T —
- - - = = w
< ! ]
0 z Iz I 2 e Wz W
2. 2. S = = =
1 1 1 [ | Q_L Q_L [ | Q_b
2 2 2 _- <) <) ﬁ S
i A . LS il i il
Q a . . .
Y ﬁ\\ [VEN]
(5 i
S 2 2 2 )
M 2 s g 1 1 & g g
e Rany K ’ 2 2 g M bt
mi.N mi.N SN . M M M SN .
¥ 0N o N A % NG Je N9 N @
. (/\( . k J N —
) )
> 3 & > 3 & <

13



KP0019

-

e 2 o

7=
yond

Beyond What I See

yond
yond

{es
y -y
fes

71

B.E. Boykin

Ve.
S1
S2

o |16

T
D

T

yond____

o

o ||

P

yond
o

=cn—cl—-w—_0——w__0—»__B—-s_—_B_—-n_—:

o ||

14

h

D
Be

Broadening

0 Q
Al DEE) )
=x

Q
gl b ¢
" 4
=x

D]

=x

=x

Ly /

18
P

Il

7%
>’

y a >
s>,
253
{2,
{es
75 % e

73

51
52
A



KP0019

Beyond What I See

B.E. Boykin

75

A
hdl DI

A

'

- yond

he

P

y AWEY
[ fan )
ANIV
o

T =
(7K
I
[
T

(e
N5
D)

Il

E= = == === =00 E= 0= 0=

|
|
&
@

Py
P
I
|

Iz

b

Ve.

Djembe

51

52

%

76

T

b A
7l b
[ fan

be
D&

a4
|

Il

15

P&

o)
7
y it

)

[ fan
ANV
)

Djembe H

51

52



KP0019

Beyond What I See

B.E. Boykin

77

o)
hdl )]
A

yond

[ fan

.

0
>4
y iy

0
2/
y iy
(e

78

Ve.

Djembe

51

52

JDL':

o)
7

P>
|
|

Be

[ fan
ANV

16

e

7 b
[ fan
ANV

O
hdl DN

Vc.

Djembe Hi

S1

52



KP0019

L e

VA
5 3

I/

Beyond What I See

D‘:!

he
e

b####

=== Ee= === E== === E== == E== == == ==
rallentando

yond
yond
) 17]

~0C-

Il

7

79

o)
)
iy

y ity
{ey

¢

y i
(e
o)
)
80

hA\N

2R

O
©
O
©

yond
yond

A
I/
VA
%
X

bhe
s 4

ol

[&11e

=1

17

be

bs-
Be

b/

D h P

P

Il

£ b

1
i b
b’ 4

[ fan
[ fan
[ fan

B.E. Boykin

Ve.
Djembe
S1
S2

Ve.
Djembe

51
52



Other titles from Klavia Press

B.E. (Brittney Elizabeth) Boykin is a distinguished composer, conductor and pianist,
renowned for her dynamic artistry and profound contributions to the world of mu-

sic. Most recently, her music appears on two albums nominated for the 2026 GRAMMY
Awards in the Best Classical Solo Vocal Album category: Black Pierrot (Sidney Outlaw
and Warren Jones) and In This Short Life (Devony Smith and Danny Zelibor). This rec-
ognition stands as one of her newest career highlights, joining a legacy of performances
at prestigious venues such as the Kennedy Center and Carnegie Hall, and affirms her
influence as a leading voice in contemporary classical music.

In addition to her work in opera, she continues to leave a lasting impact on the choral
world as a sought-after conductor and clinician who is celebrated for her unique artis-
tic expressions and ability to connect with her ensembles. With a career characterized
by artistic excellence, educational impact, and a deep commitment to cultural advo-
cacy, she is honored to serve on the National Board for the National Collegiate Choral
Organization. She is currently the Director of Choral Activities at the Georgia Institute
of Technology.
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