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Text:

When Israel was in Egypt land, “Let my people go.”
oppressed so hard they could not stand, “Let my people go.”
The Lord told Moses what to do, to lead the children of Israel through.

Go down, Moses, Way down in Egypt land, Tell Pharaoh, “Let my people go.”

They journeyed on at his command, and came at length to Canaan’s land,
Oh, let us all from bondage flee, and let us all in Ilim be free.

- Negro Spiritual

Performance Notes:

This simple arrangement of one of the most famous spirituals was written for a church choir with limited experience to
choral music. The conjunct bass lines and repetition should aid in quicker rehearsals.

- Marques 1. A. Garrett
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Marques L. A. Garrett is Associate Professor of Choral Studies at the University of North Texas. After completing the Doctor
of Philosophy degree in Music Education (Choral Conducting) at Florida State University, he was an Assistant Professor of
Music in Choral Activities at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He is an accomplished vocalist and composer with his works
available through several publishers and performed by festival/honor, all-state, professional, community, and university choirs
such as the Los Angeles Master Chorale and the Oakwood University Aeolians. Recent commissions and premieres include
the Des Moines Choral Society, Mendelssohn Chorus of Philadelphia, and The Concordia Choir. He regularly serves as a choral
clinician and guest conductor for festival and honor choirs throughout the country. He is also the founding conductor of the
Nebraska Festival Singers. As an active researcher, he has published articles and presented on the choral music of Black
composers and rehearsal techniques for state, regional, and national conferences.
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