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Text: 
 
Ah, chiaroscuro
 
A filament, a wire
The element of fire
A filament, a wire
Hope in sorrow
 
One is never without the other
Though I favor the brightest color
One is never without the other:
Light and shadow
Light and shadow
Light and shadow
 
A votive lit with muttered prayer
Charged the current in the air
Electric candles overhead
Lightbulb moment: living dead
 
A filament, a wire
The element of fire
A filament, a wire
Almost holy
 
Near the luminous gilded halo
There’s a gloom at the edges waiting
Near the luminous gilded halo
Shadows follow
 
Minimal, but not alone
A double-sided monochrome
Any glow that I pursue
Brings an umbral partner, too
 
And though my muscles know the fight,
I cannot sever dark from light
And though my muscles know the fight,
I cannot sever dark from light
I cannot sever dark from light
 
Ah, chiaroscuro
Chiaroscuro
Chiaroscuro
	 - Jennifer Lucy Cook

Program Notes:
 
“Chiaroscuro” literally means “light and shadow” in 
Italian, and is often used to describe paintings that use 
extreme contrasts of dark and light. Artists like Caravaggio, 
da Vinci, and Rembrandt famously employ chiaroscuro 
techniques, and I am completely captivated by the way 
these extremes coexist in art to create dramatic beauty.
 
As always, life imitates art in the way these extremes 
coexist. Ignoring pain in favor of pleasure is a fool’s 
errand, just as depicting light without shadow results 
in blankness. “Any glow that I pursue brings an umbral 
partner too.”
 
Throughout this piece, I explore the extremes of dynamic 
as you’d expect in a piece about contrast. At the same 
time, not every “light” is consonant, nor is every “shadow” 
dissonant, just as life’s binaries are not clean cut. In the 
middle of the piece, the sections of the choir each have 
repeating patterns, like gears in machine that might 
produce a glow from a lightbulb. I imagine a dramatic 
lighting display accompanying the varying textures made 
by the choir and the bowed crotales, and by the end of 
“Chiaroscuro” I hope to find a bit more peace with both 
the light and the shadow. 
 
	 - Jennifer Lucy Cook
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*Soften	or	even	omit	this	"t"	(and	its	preceding	dipthong).	The

word	“light”	should	morph	seamlessly	into	the	word	“ah”	by

omitting	the	diphthong	and	ending	consonant.
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	 Eric William Barnum	 GP-B008	 The White Birds	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Eric William Barnum	 GP-B010	 Conf lagration	 SATB, piano 
	 Abbie Betinis	 GP-B004	 Blessed Be the Lord, My Rock	 SAB, piano, organ, or a cappella 
	 B.E. Boykin	 GP-B022	 Holding the Light	 SATB, piano 
	 B.E. Boykin	 GP-B024	 It’s a Long Way	 SATB, piano
	 Jennifer Lucy Cook	 GP-C009	 They Are Mother	 SATB div., SA soli, piano
	 Jennifer Lucy Cook	 GP-C012	 How Can I Keep From Singing?	 SATB, piano
	 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen	 GP-D023	 Controlled Burn	 SATB, orchestra or chamber ens. 
	 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen	 GP-D026	 Look Out Above	 SATB, a cappella, soli, body percussion 
	 Christine Donkin	 GP-D019	 In Flanders Fields	 SATB, a cappella
	 Christine Donkin	 GP-D020	 In Paradisum	 SSAATTBB, a cappella
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	 Luke Mayernik	 GP-M004	 Emblem	 SATB, S solo, piano, violin, cello 
	 Luke Mayernik	 GP-M005	 IKON	 SSAATTBB, a cappella 
	 Paul John Rudoi	 GP-R013	 Gamaya	 SATB, opt. djembe 
	 Paul John Rudoi	 GP-R014	 Stillness and the Night	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Joshua Shank	 GP-S001	 Color Madrigals (6 movement cycle)	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Joshua Shank	 GP-S004	 Daughter Ecstatic	 SATB, soli quartet, a cappella
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T001	 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T010	 Neither Angels, Nor Demons, Nor Powers	 SSATBB, a cappella 
	 Takach and Hagen	 GP-T016	 This is How You Love (multi-movement)	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Joe Twist	 GP-T020	 Hymn of Ancient Lands	 SATB (div), S solo a cappella 
	 Joe Twist	 GP-T021	 Weep, O Mine Eyes	 SSAATTBB a cappella 
	 Ellen Gilson Voth	 GP-V002	 Across the empty square	 SATB, piano
	 Dale Warland	 GP-W001	 Always Singing	 SATB (div), a cappella 
	 Dale Warland	 GP-W003	 Sed Amore (But by Love)	 SATB (div), piano
	 Reginal Wright	 GP-W006	 The Gift to Sing	 SATB, piano
	 Reginal Wright	 GP-W007	 Tides	 SATB, violin, viola, piano 
	 Reginal Wright	 GP-W008	 Life’s Mirror	 SATB, piano


