
JS-130 / Perhaps I Shall Be / Szymko / SSAA, pno / dur: 6'15"
                                                                                                                                                                                

Perhaps I Shall Be
choral setting on a poem by

NANCY WOOD
for 

treble voices & piano

JOAN SZYMKO MUSIC

J O A N  S Z Y M K O



 

JOAN SZYMKO 
Joan Szymko (b.1957) 
is widely regarded as 
an outstanding choral 
composer in North 
America today. Her 
works cons is ten t l y 
display a discerning, 
stirring marriage of 
words and music. The 
A m e r i c a n C h o r a l 

Directors Association (ACDA) recognized Szymko's 
lasting impact on the choral arts in North America by 
selecting her as a recipient of the prestigious Raymond 
W. Brock Memorial Commission (2010) Notably, her 
music has been sung on stage or in sessions at every 
national ACDA conference since 2003.  A dynamic 
conductor, Joan has led choirs in the Pacific Northwest 
for over forty years. As a visiting artist, Szymko 
workshops her compositions with choirs in academic and 
festival setting in the US and abroad.  As a resident 
composer and performer with Portland’s Do Jump! 
Movement Theater, she created underscoring for major 
touring productions, earning praise from the New York 
Times for her “ethereal vocal music.”  For more about 
Joan Szymko and to explore her catalog of over 150 
choral works, visit her website: www.joanszymko.com 

NANCY WOOD 

“Nancy C. Wood (1936-2013) was a writer and 
photographer who produced 28 books about the 
American southwest. The region’s wilderness and 
Native American spirituality inspired her life view and 
profound poetry… Wood wrote six books of poetry 
inspired by the spirituality of Taos pueblo and the 
mountains of Colorado and New Mexico. She won 
numerous awards, including a literature fellowship 
from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Lee 
Bennett Hopkins Poetry Award, and the International 
Reading Association Teacher’s Choice Award. Three of 
her poems are in the Unitarian Universalist hymnal.”       
— from nancywood.com 

     

 Perhaps I Shall Be 
 A long time I have lived with you 
 And now we must be going 
 Separately to be together. 
 Perhaps I shall be the wind 
 To blur your smooth waters 
 So that you do not see your  
  face too much * 
 Perhaps I shall be the star 
 To guide your uncertain wings 
 So that you have direction in the night. 
 Perhaps I shall be the fire 
 To separate your thoughts 
 So that you do not give up. 
 Perhaps I shall be the rain 
 To open up the earth 
 So that your seed may fall. 
 Perhaps I shall be the snow 
 To let your blossoms sleep 
 So that you may bloom in spring. 
 Perhaps I shall be the stream 
 To play a song on the rock 
 So that you are not alone. 
 Perhaps I shall be a new mountain 
 So that you always have a home. 

 — Nancy Wood 

 ©1974 Nancy C. Wood, from Many Winters,  
 reprinted with permission from the Nancy Wood  
 Literary Trust. For more poems by Nancy Wood  
 please visit  www.NancyWood.com 

* words in italics do not appear in the musical setting 
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Music: Joan Szymko, ©2024 Joan Szymko. 

Text: poem, "A long time I have lived with you" by Nancy Wood, ©1974 Nancy C. Wood, from Many Winters, 
reprinted with permission from the Nancy Wood Literary Trust.. For more poems by Nancy Wood please visit  www.NancyWood.com
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