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One More Step

Words and music by Joyce Poley, arr. Elizabeth Alexander

One more step,

We will take one more step,

Till there is peace for us and everyone,

We’ll take one more step.

One more word,

We will say one more word,

Till every word is heard by everyone,

We’ll say one more word.

One more prayer,

We will say one more prayer,

Till every prayer is shared by everyone,

We’ll say one more prayer.

One more song,

We will sing one more song,

Till every song is sung by everyone,

We’ll sing one more song.

One more seed,

We will sow one more seed,

Till there’s a seed of hope in everyone,

We’ll sow one more seed.

One more home,

We will build one more home,

Till there’s a place for every one of us,

We’ll build one more home.

One more bridge,

We will cross one more bridge,

Till we have found the peace we’re longing for,

We’ll cross one more bridge.

Day by day,

We will live day by day,

And when we stumble we’ll begin again,

And take one more step.

Original lyrics (verses 1-4) © 1986 Joyce Poley

Lyrics written especially for this choral arrangement (verses 4-8) © 2016 Joyce Poley

Notes by Elizabeth Alexander: Canadian songwriter Joyce Poley wrote One More Step in 1986 for a

peace rally in Vancouver. Since then, her song of faith, commitment and action has been sung at

countless rallies, churches and gatherings of conscience.

My choral arrangement of Joyce’s song was commissioned to celebrate the merger of River House and

Lifebridge, two service organizations that addressed homelessness in northeastern Massachusetts. Joyce

generously wrote four new verses for the arrangement, giving me a few more delicious images to play

with: seeds, homes, bridges, and (inevitably!) stumbles. Each verse tells a different story, creating a

multilayered, shared sense of community and commitment.
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