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One More Step

Words and music by Joyce Poley, arr. Elizabeth Alexander

One more step,

We will take one more step,

Till there is peace for us and everyone,
We’ll take one more step.

One more word,

We will say one more word,

Till every word is heard by everyone,
We’ll say one more word.

One more prayer,

We will say one more prayer,

Till every prayer is shared by everyone,
We’ll say one more prayer.

One more song,

We will sing one more song,

Till every song is sung by everyone,
We’ll sing one more song.

One more seed,

We will sow one more seed,

Till there’s a seed of hope in everyone,
We’ll sow one more seed.

One more home,

We will build one more home,

Till there’s a place for every one of us,
We’ll build one more home.

One more bridge,

We will cross one more bridge,

Till we have found the peace we’re longing for,
We’ll cross one more bridge.

Day by day,

We will live day by day,

And when we stumble we’ll begin again,
And take one more step.

Original lyrics (verses 1-4) © 1986 Joyce Poley

Lyrics written especially for this choral arrangement (verses 4-8) © 2016 Joyce Poley

Cover Image by Grop. Licensed by Shutterstock

Notes by Elizabeth Alexander: Canadian songwriter Joyce Poley wrote One More Step in 1986 for a

peace rally in Vancouver. Since then, her song of faith, commitment and action has been sung at

countless rallies, churches and gatherings of conscience.

My choral arrangement of Joyce’s song was commissioned to celebrate the merger of River House and

Lifebridge, two service organizations that addressed homelessness in northeastern Massachusetts. Joyce

generously wrote four new verses for the arrangement, giving me a few more delicious images to play

with: seeds, homes, bridges, and (inevitably!) stumbles. Each verse tells a different story, creating a

multilayered, shared sense of community and commitment.



Commissioned by First Baptist Church of Beverly, MA
in celebration of the merger of River House (Beverly) and Lifebridge (Salem)

Open-hearted (J =50-54)

One More Step

for SATB and piano

Words and Music by Joyce Poley
Arrangement by Elizabeth Alexander
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“One More Step” © 1986 by Joyce Poley. Additional verses © 2016 by Joyce Poley.
Arrangement © 2017 by Elizabeth Alexander, revised 2025.
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Solos

One More Step (SATB and piano) - Choral Score 1 3
Repeat as many times as needed
One or more individuals speak these phrases slowly, with a thoughtful pause between each one:
98
11 [ 13 | | | il |
| L] LID I I I -1
Phrase #1: “Till there is peace for us and everyone...”
Phrase #2: “Till every prayer is shared by everyone...”
Phrase #3: “Till there’s a seed of hope in everyone....’
Phrase #4: ’Till there’s a place for every one of us...“
pp reverently
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one more step, we  will. take one more step, we  will. take
pp reverently
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one more step, we willL take one more step, we willL take
pp reverently, gently pulsing
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one more____  step, one more step,
pp reverently
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Keep pedal depressed until end
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One More Step (SATB and piano) - Choral Score
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more, one more step.
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The optional repeat may be used for a recessional or extended moment of contemplation

niente*
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Gradually fade out, keeping a steady, steadfast pace.
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* The choir’s final cutoff may be different from performance to performance. You’ll be able to when feel the right time is.
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