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Rasga o Coragao

Se tu_queres)ver

a imensidao do céu e mar,

refletindo a prismatizagao da luz solar,
rasga o coragao,

vem te debrugar

sobre a vastidao do meu penar!

Sorve todo o olor

que anda a recender

pelas espinhosassfloracoes.dosmeu sofrer!
Vé se podes ler nasssuas pulsacoes

as brancas ilusoes

e 0 que ele diz no seu gemer

E que nao pode a ti dizer

nas palpitacoes!

Ouve-o brandamente, docemente palpitar,
casto e purpural, num treno vesperal,
mais puro que uma candida vestal!

Rasga-o, que has de ver

la dentro a dor a solucar!

Sob o peso de uma cruz de lagrimas,
chorar!

Anjos-a cahtar

preces divinais,

Deus a ritimar seus pobres ais.

- Catulo da Paixdo Cearense

From our Artistic Director:

Tear\My Heart Apart

If-you desire to,see

the immenseness of sky and sea,

reflecting an array of colors made from sunlight,
tear my heart apart,

come peer over

the vastness of my pain!

Drink in the scent

that returns,conjured

by theythorny blossoms of my suffering!
See ifyou can interpret in its pulsing
faint impressions

and the meaning of its wailing

And whatit cannot yet express

in palpitations!

Hear it gently, softly beat,

chaste and renewed in an evening lament,
purer than virginal innocence!

Rip it open! You will see

the sorrow there inside, weeping,
béaring'the/weight of @ moutnful cross,
crying.

Angels 5ingihg

divine prayers,

God, beat out its humble woes.

Translation by Mari Esabel Valverde

The word chéro, Portuguese for ‘erying; refers to ensembles of Brazilian street musicians (chordes) who play using a combination
of European, African, and Indigenous instruments. Villa-Lobos described the concept of his series of Chdros as an extension of
this popular street music into @ symphonic style that embraces the many elements of Brazilian music and culture. Chéros No. 10
includes a song that was a popular hit atsthe,times‘Rasga os€oracao.

This piece is in three parts. The first section’is full of activitygreminiscent of an urban landscape, with sounds of construction
and traffic and ever-present birdsong. This gives way to an impressionistic,atmospheric middle, a nocturne featuring various
instrumental solos punctuated by the noises of the rainforest. A clarinet cadenza leads into the final section, which combines
themes we’ve already heard with a driving pulse that builds in the orchestra. The choir begins by rhythmically chanting nonsense
syllables, speech fragments created by Villa-Lobos that are reminiscent of the many different Indigenous languages spoken in
Brazil. The choir then weaves the verses of “Rasga o Coracdo” within the greater texture of the orchestra, building to a grand
finale on the words “Rip it open! You will see!” This piece is a declaration of love for Brazil. As the poem states, it tries to hold in
itself both the sea and the sky, the vastness of pain;and every-célor under, the,sun:

-Ahmed-Anzaldua



IPA Transcription and Translations

Note: Words marked with asterisk (* contpnea[lea one s tQtt c¥ Qgr)onrc;]ug)cg d one leo ways. It could be interpreted in

the Cdekcengoany wigowpullyingorhe FiedPlenkirb redia phefechorere bes pragsedadietiensd i epreugyoiced

and [3] when voiced. However, in this IPA transcription the Brazilian Portuguese pronunuatlon interprets this phoneme as [s]
when unvoiced and [z] when voiced.

*Rasga _ o Coracao, *Choros N° *10

['xaz.gaw ko.ra.'sBw 'fo.cus 'nu.me.cu dez]

rend the heart weeping number ten

(Tear My Heart Apart)

Music by

Heitor o

[ej.'tox vi.la.To.bu

Text by CROS SING
Catulo da Paixao re

[ka.'tu.lu da paj.'few se.a.'ré.si]
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BORDER Founded in 2017, Minnesota-based Border CrosSing envisions fundamental change in classical
music culture, so that every concert, every audience, and the artists on stage truly reflect the
CROS|SING o : o : »
cultural reality in which we live. Border CrosSing’s work provides opportunities for people from
different communities to understand each other in new ways through Puentes, a concert series centering Latinx culture and
music; Heritage Choir, an inclusive community chorus with a focus on exploring cultural heritage; educational programming;
and communal singing events. For more information visit www.bordercrossingmn.org

www.bordercrossingmn.org



