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We are loved by an unending love was commissioned by Helen and Daniel Sonnenshine for Ohef 
Sholom Temple of Norfolk, Virgina, in memory of Kathleen Franz, a beloved mezzo soloist with 
temple for many years. 

I selected this text by Rabbi Rami Shapiro, a poet whose interpretations of the liturgy are used in 
many synagogues and prayer books, and whose poetry I have used in several choral 
compositions. Rami's poem beautifully expresses the power of connection between human 
beings and between human and the divine, at all points in our lives and beyond.

 

                                                                                                                        —Gerald Cohen

Text:

We are loved by an unending love.
We are embraced by arms that find us even when we are hidden from ourselves.
We are touched by fingers that soothe us even when we are too proud for soothing.
We are counseled by voices that guide us even when we are too embittered to hear.
We are loved by an unending love.
We are supported by hands that uplift us even in the midst of a fall.
We are urged on by eyes that meet us even when we are too weak for meeting.
We are loved by an unending love.
Embraced, touched, soothed, and counseled,
Ours are the arms, the fingers, the voices;
Ours are the hands, the eyes, the smiles;
We are loved by an unending love.

                                -Rami Shapiro

    

As a tribute to Kathleen Franz, the piece includes a prominent solo for mezzo-soprano, which 
can also be sung by baritone. The premiere of We are loved by an unending love was October 2011, 
by the Ohef Sholom Temple choir, Chuck Woodward, conductor; Robynne Redmon, mezzo-
soprano.

                                In addition I have made an arrangement of the piece for solo voice and piano (without chorus).
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We are loved by an unending love Music: Gerald Cohen

Copyright © 2011 by Gerald Cohen.  Text used with permission of Rami Shapiro.
www.geraldcohenmusic.com

Commissioned by Helen and Daniel Sonenshine for 
Ohef Sholom Temple, in memory of Kathleen Franz

Lyrics: Rami Shapiro

Duration: 5'
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11G. Cohen: We are loved by an unending love
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