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Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace; 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
Where there is injury, pardon, 

Where there is doubt, faith, 
Where there is despair, hope, 

And where there is darkness, light. 
Oh, divine Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled, as to console; 

To be understood, as to understand. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are born 

to eternal life. 

“Peace Prayer of St. Francis” (ca. 1200) by Francesco d’Assisi. 

Composer’s Notes 

The prayer attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi calls us to respond to inhumanity with humanity 
habitually as a movement towards peace. While my output as a composer is predominantly and 
purposefully secular, after it was introduced to me as a member of the St. Olaf Choir, I came to admire 
the prayer’s benevolent message. Subsequently, in 2011, I created my choral setting. Two years later, 
when Dr. Meg Gurtcheff (née Granum) programmed it for her graduate conducting recital, the Emory 
Mastersingers recorded its première at the Schwartz Center for the Performing Arts in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Like roaring thunder, the “Prayer of St. Francis” strikes the downbeat in a dissonant cry for good will, 
for which the ensemble must be aurally prepared. The singers sing a series of entreaties, and the piano 
carries them over gently undulating quadruplets, and as they encounter moments of discord, it bolsters 
them through entrancing harmonies. Organized in two extended statements, strung together in 
continuous phrases that evade hasty cadences, the music flows freely. And after great anticipation, the 
choir sets an anchor in a declaration of gratitude for life, grace, and deliverance. 

Cover Art: Lili Copyright © 2009 by Mari Esabel Valverde. All Rights Reserved. 
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Francesco d'Assisi                                                                                                  Mari Esabel Valverde
ca. 1181-1226                                                                                                                                          b. 1987

Copyright © January 2011 by Mari Esabel Valverde (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved.
Reproduction of this Work by downloading, printing, and/or copying over the amount licensed is prohibited by law

and subject to penalty for copyright infringement.
Please purchase scores and report performances of this Work at MariValverde.com.

dur. = ca. 3'

Dedicated to the Emory University Mastersingers
on the Occasion of Meg Granum's Masters Recital in February 2013

Resp
ect

 th
e c

opyrig
ht! 

 

Not a
uthoriz

ed
 fo

r p
erf

orm
an

ce!
 

 

For p
eru

sal
 only!



&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

42

42

42

42

42

42

S

A

T

B

Pno.

5 ∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
w

P sempre legato

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ
where there is ha tred,

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ
where there is ha tred,

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ
where there is ha tred,

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ
where there is ha tred,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ œ
w

F

F

F

F

-

-

-

-

&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

42

42

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

Pno.

7 ‰ Jœ œ œ
let me sow

‰ jœ œ œ
let me sow

‰ Jœ œ œ
let me sow

‰ Jœ œ œ
let me sow

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙

w
love;

w
love;

w
love;

w
love;

œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ œ
ww

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ3

where there is in ju ry,

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

where there is in ju ry,

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ3

where there is in ju ry,

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ3

where there is in ju ry,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ
˙̇ œœ

œœ

- -

- -

- -

- -

2

Resp
ect

 th
e c

opyrig
ht! 

 

Not a
uthoriz

ed
 fo

r p
erf

orm
an

ce!
 

 

For p
eru

sal
 only!



&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

S

A

T

B

Pno.

10 œn .˙
par don;

œ .˙
par don;

œ .˙
par don;

œ .˙
par don;

œn œn œ œA œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ ˙

‰ œ œ œ œ Jœ ‰
where there is doubt,

‰ œ œ œ œ jœ ‰
where there is doubt,

‰ œ œ œ œ Jœ ‰
where there is doubt,

‰ œ œ œ œ Jœ ‰
where there is doubt,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ œ
w

-

-

-

-

&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

42

42

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

Pno.

12

w
faith;

w
faith;

w
faith;

w
faith;

œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ

˙

Œ œ œ œ œ3

where there is de

Œ œ œ œ œ3

where there is de

Œ œ œ œ œ3

where there is de

Œ œ œ œn œ
3

where there is de

www> ?

www>
f

f

f

f

f

w
spair,

w
spair,

w
spair,

wb
spair,

w w
sub. p e cresc.

-

-

-

-

3

Resp
ect

 th
e c

opyrig
ht! 

 

Not a
uthoriz

ed
 fo

r p
erf

orm
an

ce!
 

 

For p
eru

sal
 only!



&

&

V

?

?
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

42

42

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

44

44

42

42

42

42

42

42

43

43

43

43

43

43

S

A

T

B

Pno.

16 .œ ‰ œ œ œn
3

hope; where there is

.œ ‰ œ œ œ3

hope; where there is

.œb ‰ œ œ œ
3

hope; where there is

.œ ‰ œ œ œ
3

hope; where there is

œ œb ˙̇̇ œœ œœ

œ œ ˙
f

œ Jœ ‰
dark ness,

œ jœ ‰
dark ness,

œ Jœ ‰
dark ness,

œ Jœ ‰
dark ness,œœœ Œ &

œ Œ
p

.˙ œ
light; and

˙ ˙
light;

.˙ œ
light; and

˙ œ œ
light;

˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ
π

F

F

F

F

œ# œ# œ3

where there is

œ# œn œn
3

where there is

œn œ œ3

where there is

œ# œn œ#
3where there is

˙̇̇###
˙̇n#F

œ# œ Œ
sad ness,

œn œ# Œ
sad ness,

œn œ# Œ
sad ness,

œ# œn Œ
sad ness,

œ# Œ Œ
œn Œ Œ

- -

- -

- -

- -

&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

Pno.

√

                                  ° *

21

.˙#
joy.

.˙#
joy.

.˙n
joy.

.˙b
joy.

...˙̇̇###
œœnb

œb
œb

Í

Í

Í

Í

Í

œ# œ Œ
sad ness…

œn œ# Œ
sad ness…

œ# œn Œ
sad ness…

œn œ# Œ
sad ness…

œ# Œ Œ ?
œn Œ Œ

poco rit.

∑

∑

∑

∑
www##n &
Ó ˙#wwwnn# &

f

w# > "
joy.

w# >
"

joy.

wn > "
joy.

w# > "
joy.

˙̇#n
˙̇̇˙˙####ngggggggggggggggg

"

˙ ˙̇#n ?

F

F

F

F

P

˙n ‰ Jœ œ
O Di vine

˙n ‰ jœ œ
O Di vine

˙b ‰ Jœ œ
O Di vine

˙b ‰ Jœ œ
O Di vine

Ó ˙˙˙nbn
Ó ˙̇bb

A tempo

F

œ .˙
Mas ter,

œ .˙
Mas ter,

œ .˙
Mas ter,

œ .˙
Mas ter,˙̇̇

‰ œ œ œ
˙˙˙ ˙

dim.

-

-

- -

- - -

- -

- - -

>

4

Resp
ect

 th
e c

opyrig
ht! 

 

Not a
uthoriz

ed
 fo

r p
erf

orm
an

ce!
 

 

For p
eru

sal
 only!



&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

S

A

T

B

Pno.

27 œ- ≈ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

**grant that I may not so much seek

œ- ≈ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ3

**grant that I may not so much seek

œ- ≈ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

**grant that I may not so much seek

œ- ≈ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

**grant that I may not so much seek

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙˙ œ œP

‰ œ œ œ ˙
to be con soled

‰ œ œ œ ˙
to be con soled

‰ œ œ œ ˙
to be con soled

‰ œ œ œ ˙
to be con soled

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙ Œ œ

˙

-

-

-

-

&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

42

42

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

Pno.

29 ‰ œ œ œ ˙
as to con sole;

‰ œ œ œ jœ œ jœ
as to con sole; as

Ó ‰ œ œ œ
as to con

Ó ‰ œ œ œ
as to con

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ

œ Œ œ
**Strong, percussive [t] on "grant."

‰ œ œ œ ˙
as to con sole;

.œ jœ ˙
to con sole;

˙ Ó
sole;

˙ Ó
sole;

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ Œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙

-

- -

-

-

-

5

Resp
ect

 th
e c

opyrig
ht! 

 

Not a
uthoriz

ed
 fo

r p
erf

orm
an

ce!
 

 

For p
eru

sal
 only!



&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

44

44

44

44

44

44

42

42

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

Pno.

32 ∑

∑

Œ œ œ œ œ3

to be un der

Œ œ œ œ œ
3

to be un der

www
Ó ˙̇
ww

like bellsF

Œ œ œ3

to be

Œ œ œ3

to be

˙
stood,

˙
stood,

˙̇̇
˙̇
˙̇

˙ Œ œ œ3

loved, as to

˙ Œ œ œ3

loved, as to

Œ œ œ œ œ3

as to un der

Œ œ œ œ œ
3

as to un der

www
˙̇ ˙̇
ww

w
love;

˙ ˙
love;

w
stand;

w
stand;

www
˙̇ ˙̇ww &

-

-

- -

- -

-

-

&

&

V

?

&
&

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

42

42

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

Pno.

36 Œ œ œ œ œ3

for it is in

Œ œ œ œ œ3

for it is in

Œ œ œ œ œ
3

for it is in

Œ œ œ œ œ
3

for it is in

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇ ?poco cresc.

œ œ
giv

œ œ
giv

˙
giv

œ œ
giv

œ œ œ œ
˙̇

˙̇ Œ œ
ing that

˙ Œ œ
ing that

˙ Œ œ
ing that

˙ Œ œ
ing that

˙̇̇ ˙̇
‰ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

f

f

f

f

f

œ œ ˙
we re ceive,

œ œ ˙
we re ceive,

œ œ ˙
we re ceive,

œ œ ˙
we re ceive,

˙̇ ˙̇
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œdim.

-

-

-

--

-

-

-

6

Resp
ect

 th
e c

opyrig
ht! 

 

Not a
uthoriz

ed
 fo

r p
erf

orm
an

ce!
 

 

For p
eru

sal
 only!



&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

S

A

T

B

Pno.

40 Œ œ œ œ
it is in

Œ œ œ œ
it is in

Œ œ œ œ
it is in

Œ œ œ œb
it is in

˙̇ œœ œœ
‰ œ œ œ œ œ œb œF

F

F

F

F

œ œ ˙
par don ing

œ œ ˙
par don ing

œ œ ˙
par don ing

œ œn ˙
par don ing

œœ œœ ˙̇
œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ
that we are

Œ œ œ œ
that we are

Œ œ œ œ
that we are

Œ œ œ œ
that we are

˙̇ ˙̇
‰ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ&
dim.

œ œ ˙
par doned,

˙ ˙
par doned,

˙ ˙
par doned,

œ œ ˙
par doned,

˙̇ ˙̇̇
œ Œ œ œ?

P

Ó ˙
and

∑

Ó ˙
and

∑

˙̇ ˙̇
œ œ ˙

P

P

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

23

23

23

23

23

23

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

Pno.

45 Œ œ œ œ
it is in

Œ œ œ œ
it is in

Œ œ œ œ
it is in

Œ œ œ œ
it is in

www
ww

Poco meno mosso

P

P

œ œ ˙A
dy ing

˙ ˙
dy ing

˙n ˙
dy ing

˙ ˙
dy ing

∑
∑

Œ œ œ œ
that we are

Œ œ œ œ
that we are

Œ œn œ œ
that we are

Œ œ œ œ
that we are

∑
∑

w
born

w
born

w
born

w
born

∑
∑

Ó œ œ œ œ
to e ter

Ó œ œ œ œ
to e ter

Ó œ œ œ œ
to e ter

Ó œ œ œ œ
to e ter

∑
∑

-

-

-

- --

-

- -

- -

7

Resp
ect

 th
e c

opyrig
ht! 

 

Not a
uthoriz

ed
 fo

r p
erf

orm
an

ce!
 

 

For p
eru

sal
 only!



&

&

V

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

Pno.

                                                                       ° *

50

w
nal

w
nal

w
nal

w
nal

œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ

Ó œb œwwbb &

legato e espressivo

∑

∑

∑

∑
œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ ˙̇̇ggggg

œb œ ˙̇̇ggggg
P

w
life.

w
life.

w
life.

w
life.˙̇̇

˙̇
˙̇̇ ˙̇?

26 January 2011 • San Francisco, California

w

w

w

w

ww
w
w

8

Resp
ect

 th
e c

opyrig
ht! 

 

Not a
uthoriz

ed
 fo

r p
erf

orm
an

ce!
 

 

For p
eru

sal
 only!


	Prayer of St. Francis cover
	Bio page for inside music
	Prayer of St. Francis words page
	Prayer of St. Francis
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



