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About the Poet

Amir Rabiyah is a queer, trans, mixed race, disabled poet, educator, and librarian currently living in
Central Pennsylvania. They are the author of Prayers for My 17th Chromosome, published by Sibling
Rivalry Press in November 2017, and co-editor of Writing the W s Down: A Convergence of LGBTQ
Voices, published by Trans-Genre Press in October 2015. Amir about living with chronic pa\
and illness, war, trauma, spirituality, healing, redemption—an on silenced places. Their o
works have been published in Mizna, 580 Split, Flicker an Contemporary Queer Antho f
Spoken Word and Poetry, Enizagam, Troubling the Line: Trans nderqueer Poetry and Poetics, THg A
American Literary Review, Kweli Journal, Sukoon, Collectm j
Spirituality and more. Amir is a three-time VONA (Vo,

the 2008 Joy Harjo Poetry contest, the 2012 Enlza try contest, and the Atlanta
poetry contest.
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Amir has travelled extensively all over the Sgates leading workshops a
and poems. In 2009, Amir had the pr1v1 eing an STP with June Jord Ii

program at UC Berkeley where they s ~ merging poets devel
voice. Amir has participated in residgncigs at the Kimmel Nelson H
Guapamacdtaro Center for Art a co y in Michoacdn, Mex1co,

to contact Amir, visit www.Ami ah com
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musmal setting of “Risk” % isabled, mixed race, transgender queer poet Amir
NCPmmissioned by Seattle Men's Ch8us for their concert series “Born This Way,” this work
B the risk of coming out of the closet and the brave act of choosing love over and over again.

W rickety, unsure bridge, from which some “look down” and fall to their demise, is a metaphor for
the daunting process of coming out as L, G, B, T, or Q or trans-amorous; but once this bridge is crossed,
there is abounding love to be had and replicated.

Cover Art: Lili Copyright © 2009 by Mari Esabel Valverde. All Rights Reserved.
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Music Copyright © January 2017 by Mari Esabel Valverde (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved.
Reproduction of this Work by downloading, printing, and/or copying over the amount licensed is prohibited by law
and subject to penalty for copyright infringement.

Please purchase scores and report performances of this Work at MariValverde.com.
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