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About the Poet

Poet, author, composer, and speaker Charles Anthony Silvestri has worked with other artists from all over the
world to create texts tailor-made for their commissions and specific artistic needs. He enjoys the challenge of solving
these creative problems and has provided custom choral texts, opera libretti, program notes and other writing for
composers including Eric Whitacre, Ola Gjeilo, Kim Arnesen, and Dan Forrest, and for ensembles ranging from
high schools to the Houston Grand Opera, from the King’s Singers to the% Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus, fro,
Westminster Choir College to Westminster Abbey. * K
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In the little winter tody, Wgneath the glass, %
A child alon® ale blue coat,
Arms stretched gré@t the swirling snow, @
D mfort and joy. &
T, @lls sure and steady here; O
%ew this bed of purest white. &
Al e fled inside, except the child
% Dancing in comfort and joy. *
Q What songs fill her fragile sphe, @
& What long dreaming do they
The many paths she could hgve ta \
& The women she could ha&ecame, *
() This forever gi a@pward, \

@ Frozen in thi Y moment Q

d up inYalest blue,

And danc omfort and joy...? Q
@%ﬁort and Joy” Copyright © 2021 by rles Anthony Silvestri. Used with Perw of the Author.
hpoSer’s Notes 04 m ‘b

wugh secular, “Comfort and Joy” #8§gn oMginal song in the spirit of a Chri rol. Charles Anthony Silvestri
who authored the text was inspi e momentous connection betweég a Wgman who never knew a girlhood
and a girl who never knew a od.

The musical narrative b ith"a nod to Claude Debussy’s “La %nx cheveux de lin,” and with melancholic

sweetness, its melody s describing the world of the “eterp@uM¥in two realms — the outside and the inside

of a snow globe. Thg fir 0 verses, sung in major mode, fr3 % e perspective from outside the wintry scene.

Then the glass cr , shattering the illusion of time ghd exPgsing the universe within. The final verses, sung

in minor mode, % glimpse from the grounds of he%st hedrtful memory. Ultimately, the story ends in a
for we can only imagine the r dreams fulfilled.

resounding&sﬁi

This wo s®Oommissioned in 2020 by the L ike Lily Foundation (www.LoveLikeLily.org) and premiered

by t sity of South Carolina Concert Cholgunder the direction of Dr. Alicia Walker for their in-person
r§titled “A Holiday Garland of Choirs” in December 2021.

Perfyymance Notes

The shifts from 2/4 to 6/8 at mm. 24, 51, and 91 are proportional so that, following the ritardandi, the pulse of the
eighth note is consistent. Please observe the caesura following m. 27. Take care and allow the pianist to play the rolls
freely and expressively, rather than strictly in rhythm, including at m. 99, where the piano roll overlaps sustained
voices. Accordingly, the conductor may be compelled not to conduct the piano at mm. 1, 28, and 57.

Cover Art: Lili Copyright © 2009 by Mari Esabel Valverde. All Rights Reserved.
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Text Copyright © 2021 by Charles Anthony Silvestri. Used with Permission of the Author.

Music Copyright © October 2021 by Mari Esabel Valverde (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved.

Reproduction of this Work by downloading, printing, and/or copying over the amount licensed is prohibited by law

and subject to penalty for copyright infringement.

Please purchase scores and report performances of this Work at MariValverde.com.
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