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About the Poet

Recognized as Iowa’s “farmer-poet and philosopher,” award-winning author of over a dozen
collections of poetry, James Hearst was born in 1900 and raised on a farm near Cedar Falls. Not two
years after joining the army, he survived a diving accident with %ries that resulted in paralysis of
the legs and lower body. With his family’s support, he co&gd his education through th
University of lowa, worked as a livestock farmer, and wr ety from early adulthood thro > *
subsequently, the Great Depression. In 1941, he began 4-Year term as professor of c %
writing and English at the college that would eventyall wn as University of No é@ra.

t
Inspired by his life and work on a farm, his writi g&ro de an account of the regf North
American agriculture as a means by which to ex a spirit of revolution. The d Meryl

Hearst Center for the Arts, formerly his la: ¢’s and his home, stands ing cultural

contribution to the community of Cedar F
and the gou &J/our silence
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“A Green Voice” Copyrigh®© 2001y University of Iowa Press. é
Used with Permission of the sity of Northern Iowa Foundat@
n@;":s Notes Q \
a

reen Voice,” spring is re r a period of cold desolatigh; es for nourishing light
are granted as blooming trees f{&§¢te[Ptheir abundance; and a lost y is recovered with sweet

music. A wintry breeze, depi the piano’s flourishes, bri e choir, and they sing a song
of hope and regeneratjo near silence, punctuated by§the%iano’s dry chords, the singing
builds voice by voice thRgughsa long crescendo till the shir%s

is revealed in colorful harmony.
While predominantlAgu®§ in four parts, there are mo@ of divisi in the inner voices, which may

be reassigned a@. ry &
Composedgin 2823, the original SATB v i@ A Green Voice” was commissioned for the
Metrop% horale of Iowa’s Cedar Vaifey semble comprising of amateur and professional

iverse ages and experiences, uN{er the leadership of Dr. Amy Kotsonis, for their 69th

ving memory of patron of the afts C. Hugh Petterson. The following year, the SSAA
f “A Green Voice” was commissioned by California Choral Directors Association for their
All-State Soprano-Alto Honor Choir, conducted Dr. Kimberly Dunn Adams, and was
premiered at the California Music Educators Association Convention (CASMEC) in Sacramento.

Cover Art: Lili Copyright © 2009 by Mari Esabel Valverde. All Rights Reserved.
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Commissioned for the Metropolitan Chorale, Ryan Occena, conductor,
in loving memory of C. Hugh Petterson, patron of the Iowa arts community
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"A Green Voice" Copyright © 2001 by University of Iowa Press.
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Music Copyright © February 2023 by Mari Esabel Valverde (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved.
Reproduction of this Work by downloading, printing, and/or copying is prohibited by law
and subject to penalty for copyright infringement.

Please purchase scores and report performances of this Work at MariValverde.com.
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* Add second alto divisi if first tenor is not present enough.
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