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God speaks to each of us as he makes us,

then walks with us silently out of the night.
These are the words we dimly hear:
You, sent out beyond your

go to the limits of your fongin
Embody me.

) is the country they call life.

You will know it by its seriousness.

Give me your hand.

- Rainer Maria Rilke
Book of Hours, I 59

Duration: ca. 5 minutes



- PROGRAM NOTE -

In early 2024, I was approached by Stephen Kushner, music director of the Philadelphia-based
choir, Coro Mundi. He asked if I would be willing to create a new work in honor of a dear frien
Thomas who had passed away the previous summer. In learning about Thomas, I came to
understand that he was a deeply spiritual person who devoted his life to the well-being

healing of others.

We decided on a beautiful and meditative text by Rilke, one that reflected the
and a poem that I had my eye on for some time. The poetry is comforting a
stanza acting almost like a small mantra. The work also includes piang
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