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Text:
III. Roots

Our roots are in the vision 
Promises for suffering sown 
Strong as heartwood, sure as stone 
May our marrow guide us home 
Through this life and the next 
What the earth knows, never dies 
Our soul is an archive 
We evolve, we survive 
 
	 - Brittny Ray Crowell

Brittny Ray Crowell is a 
native of Texarkana, TX. She 
is the recipient of a Donald 
Barthelme Prize in Poetry and 
the Lucy Terry Prince Prize, 
judged by Major Jackson. 
Her poems have been 
published or are forthcoming 
in Ploughshares, Frontier, The 
Common, The West Review, 
Mount Island, Aunt Chloe, 
Copper Nickel, The Journal, 
and the anthology Black 
Lives Have Always Mattered. 

She recently participated as one of the librettists for 
the Kennedy Center’s Cartography Project. She is 
a teaching assistant and PhD candidate in Creative 
Writing and Literature at the University of Houston 
and a poetry editor for Gulf Coast.
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roots are in the vi sion Our

          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          


     
         

roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         







- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

      















S1

S2

A1

A2

2233   
soul is an  
soul is an  
soul is an  
soul is an

    

     
ar chive we e     
ar chive we e     
ar chive we e

     
ar chive we e

            

   
volve, we sur   
volve, we sur   
volve, we sur   
volve, we sur

     


 
vive Our  
vive Our  
vive Our

 
vive Our

  


  
soul is an  
soul is an  
soul is an  
soul is an

    

  
ar chive  
ar chive  
ar chive  
ar chive

  

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -
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











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Djembe

S1

S2

A1

A2

2299 

 
we sur

 
we sur

 
we sur

 
we sur  






vive
vive


vive

 
vive  

        

  
Our  
Our

  
Our

  
Our   






         

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         




- -

- -

- -

- -

  
















Djembe

S1

S2

A1

A2

3333         
         

roots are in the vi sion Our         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         


        
          

roots are in the vi sion Our          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          


     
         

roots are in the vi sion Our         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         


- -

- -

- -

- -

-

-

-

-

      
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






Djembe

S1

S2

A1

A2

3366         
         

roots are in the vi sion Our         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         


         
         

roots are in the vi sion Our         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         


        
          

roots are in the vi sion Our          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          
roots are in the vi sion Our          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          


- -

- -

- -

- -

-

-

-

-

     

























Djembe

S1

S2

A1

A2

3399      
         

roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         


         
       

roots our roots our roots our roots our

       
roots our roots our roots our roots our

       
roots our roots our roots our roots our

       
roots our roots our roots our roots our

       








-

-

-

-

    
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






Djembe

S1

S2

A1

A2

4411          
       

roots our roots our roots our roots our

       
roots our roots our roots our roots our

       
roots our roots our roots our roots our

       
roots our roots our roots our roots our

       


         
       

roots our roots our roots our roots our

       
roots our roots our roots our roots our

       
roots our roots our roots our roots our

       
roots our roots our roots our roots our

       


   

























Djembe

S1

S2

A1

A2

4433       
           

roots our roots Our soul is an ar chive our

           
roots our roots Our soul is an ar chive our

           
roots our roots Our soul is an ar chive our

           
roots our roots Our soul is an ar chive our           








          
         

roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         


        
         

roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         
roots are in the vi sion Our

         


- - -

- - -

- - -
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S1

S2

A1

A2

4466         
          

roots are in the vi sion Our

          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          
roots are in the vi sion Our

          
roots are in the vi sion Our
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