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Text:
11. Balance

And what was meant for bad

We’ll mold in our own hands

To soothe what was scattered

And gather what was bruised

Soul flowers from flesh - rise

to suns our Mothers made shine

when we were only star seeds, smaller than sand
flickering embers in night’s dark expanse

- Britmy Ray Crowell

Brittny Ray Crowell is a
native of Texarkana, TX. She
is the recipient of a Donald
Barthelme Prize in Poetry and
the Lucy Terry Prince Prize,
judged by Major Jackson.
Her poems have been
published or are forthcoming
in Ploughshares, Frontier, The
Common, The West Review,
Mount Island, Aunt Chloe,
Copper Nickel, The Journal,
and the anthology Black
Lives Have Always Mattered.
She recently participated as one of the librettists for
the Kennedy Center’s Cartography Project. She is

a teaching assistant and PhD candidate in Creative
Writing and Literature at the University of Houston
and a poetry editor for Gulf Coast.
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Brittney Boykin (B.E. Boykin) first pursued her interest in music during her time at Spelman College, attending classes that
inspired and challenged her musical imagination and peaked her interest in composition. After graduating with a B.A. in

Music, Boykin continued her studies while attending Westminster Choir College of Rider University in Princeton, New Jersey,
graduating with a M.M. in Sacred Music and receiving the R & R Young Composition Prize. Boykin has been commissioned and
collaborated with several organizations, including a number of ACDA divisions, the Minnesota Opera and the Kennedy Center.
She obtained her Ph.D. from Georgia State University with an emphasis in Music Education and is currently an Assistant
Professor of Music at the Georgia Institute of Technology.
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