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About the Poet

Amir Rabiyah is a queer, trans, mixed race, disabled poet, educator, and librarian currently living in Central
Pennsylvania. They are the author of Prayers for My 17th Chromosome, published by Sibling Rivalry Press in
November 2017, and co-editor of Writing the Walls Down: A Convergence of LGBTQ Voices, published by Trans-
Genre Press in October 2015. Amir writes about living with chronic pain and illness, war, trauma, spirituality,
healing, redemption—and speaks on silenced places. Their other works hge been published in Mizna, 580 Spljt,
Flicker and Spark: A Contemporary Queer Anthology of Spoken Word and Poe, igagam, Troubling the Line: Trans a&
Genderqueer Poetry and Poetics, The Asian American Literary Reviguw, dégueligournal, Sukoon, Collective Brightyf®8y "¢
LGBTIQ Poets on Faith, Religion and Spirituality and more. Amir iSNd thfe-time VONA (Voices of our @
fellow. They were a finalist in the 2008 Joy Harjo Poetry con 2012 Enizagam poetry contest,%
Atlanta Review's 2013 poetry contest.
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Amir has travelled extensively all over the United States l&adingworkshops and sharing their stqffidyafel poems.
In 2009, Amir had the privilege of being an STP with Jung JO%lan's Poetry for the People pro Berkeley
where they supported emerging poets develop th ft and deepen their voice. Amj articipated in
residencies at the Kimmel Nelson Harding Cente bragka, the Guapamacataro Centesfor

t and Ecology in
Michoacédn, Mexico, and more. For more infor to Contact Amir, visit www.AmgfRaB§yah.com
You opened your arms for the forgotten your h t an any cage
the discarded & misunderstood even in s¥0f so much loss
7

you showed them a mother’s y1d us to dream

enveloped them in a deli to orrow between our lips
and powerful embracegbgfMi ar efve to kiss without fear
when the dust settles, wg’ emember to grow old
how you showed fight to sway our hips
even while the jggged bIRdE of sorrow to wear what we wish \
presse s, to fight & to Pelish in the pleasure of our bodies *
ceaselesslyfto t o0 one another the seeds you planted continu
You the dust settles into blooming song
I (@ girls will be okay when the dust settles, we will rdis 0ic®s
Yo, 4%‘ from the cells of Attica just as you have always done, in_glogus Proclamation
aysd Owtsige Stonewall’s battered streets we will let every —
@O pear me? Are you listening? We agg still Rggg
ow many more have to die? Q We arc @il here!
“When the Dust Settles” Copyaight 18 by Amir Rabiyah. Used with Pggnii of the Author.
Composer’s Notes & :
We look to the intersections hose in the margins for humand§y’s e endings—our vastest source for

empathy and nuanced ou%ere we find Miss Major Griffin- “Qolding the door open for “the forgotten
ones, the discarded, anfi¢mWgnderstood,” asking us all to sta C@ng and delicate.” A former grass roots
organizer and lifelong der and intersex rights activist § % t to coast, Miss Major is a “veteran” of the
Stonewall Riots. He@er speak today, you would not peRgeiy€ within her voice the years of surviving our

historically trans cist, and often violent syste f oppgssion. And her fight to liberate her trans and
queer descenda inues. At age 78, she has open House of GG, the Griffin-Gracy Educational Retreat
and Historigal Ce for the transgender and gepd -conforming community, in Little Rock, Arkansas. For

jor. Amir Rabiyah’s words synthesize themes of intersectional identity, survival, and humanity, striving
are a bit of Miss Major’s perspective. They note, “Phrases such as ‘when the dust settles,” and ‘we are still
are direct quotes, while other statements and themes are paraphrased.” Their words furthermore point
toward a trans woman’s right to life and to pleasure.

Following a harmonically lush introduction, the chorus sings about her legacy in Bb major, carrying along tones
of Bb minor as badges for what she has survived to get to her “honeyed” days. #WeAreStillHere #StaySoft

Cover Art: Lili Copyright © 2009 by Mari Esabel Valverde. All Rights Reserved.
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Music Copyright © November 2018 by Mari Esabel Valverde (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved.
Reproduction of this Work by downloading, printing, and/or copying over the amount licensed is prohibited by law
and subject to penalty for copyright infringement.

Please purchase scores and report performances of this Work at MariValverde.com.
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*Suggested pronunciation: ['set.olz] or "SEH-tollz"
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