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About the Poet

Dubbed "the ancient jazz priestess of Mother Africa," Lady Dane Figueroa Edidi is a Black, African, Cuban,
Indigenous, American trans performance artist, author, a Helen Hayes nominated actress, a two-time Helen Hayes
Award Nominated choreographer, a Helen Hayes Award winning playwright, dramaturg, educator, speechwriter,
advocate and co-editor of The Black Trans Prayer Book. She is the founder of the Inanna D Initiatives, which curates,
produces, and cultivates events and initiatives designed to center and celebr@ge the work of transgender and gendgr
non-conforming artists of color. She is the curator and a co-producer of arf Theater’s Black Trans Womesx
the Center: An Evening of Short Plays. Her radio play, Quest of the Reeg I Qg ghter, can be heard on the Girl
podcast, and her play The Diaz Family Talent Show can be read on tiR&PlaWAtHome.org. She was featured

in King Ester and acted as a story consultant for the series. She wrpfepigode 9 “Refuge” of Round House
web series Homebound and was one of the writers for Arena Ot

visit www.LadyDaneFE.com.
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“W r Names Sacred” Copyright © 20 ne Figueroa Edidi. Used with Permis§ e Author
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§ Dane says we say their names ¢ %e heavens to move for us.” Su ice hearkens back to our
digenous ancestors whose ceremonijes the departed. Likewise, we hol es accountable for keeping
o sisters’ memory alive, for the ultifjate dath would be that the lives with i names were forgotten. For too
many of our Black and Indigeno nder siblings of color, their hupfanityfwas ignored long before their lives
were stolen by cowards.
In singing “We Hold Yo es Sacred,” we join our voices with %e up to the sky. From the start, a stepwise

bass in the piano is pl ctaves like slow, determined fe ng towards justice. The voices enter wide
and full, merge graduallfjinto a single line raising supplicati joy, and then, disperse speaking our sisters’
names into eterni and response, as in organized jfrotestqgarious soloists invoke their memory, and upon
reciting each nan% life is acknowledged as a blessi e choir follows, rising like clouds, singing their names

individuallgas spitié€ are summoned from subconsci s Ultimately, all voices unify to resound a demand for
justice that &ters’ loving memory will be eyérla

We Qd to be told the traumas of memberNgf the Black and transgender communities as a prerequisite to
w up for them. For those who are here, we must act now and continue learning along the way. Let us
sagour sisters’ names and fight for justice as they would have it.

For remarks on the lives and deaths of our transgender sisters mentioned in Dane Figueroa Edidi’s original text,
turn to the end of the musical score.

#BlackTransLivesMatter
#SingForTWOC

Cover Art: Lili Copyright © 2009 by Mari Esabel Valverde. All Rights Reserved.
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*This is the call and response section. Beginning at m. 25, as much as half of the choir separates into speaking parts and
the other half singing parts. The top four staves of the scores are reserved for speaking parts the very top two of which
are reserved for solo speaking parts. There will be a minimum of four — but as many as twelve — solo speakers each one
representing the four choral sections. The third and fourth staves are reserved for the speaking group which repeat
the name just sung by a soloist. Speaking soloists may join the speaking group before and after their solos. While it is
desirable that the names are recited organically — not strictly in rhythm — the speaking parts are notated in rhythm to
keep the speaking parts temporally aligned with the singing parts and the piano.



S, A Solo

T, B Solo

Speakers

Speakers

Pno.

@ proclaimingly
_f) |
g D il [ | | |
g b | | | | [ (7] - [ - |
N7 D X [ X A [ |
AN1V [ [ [ |
D) =
quar-ri - us Hol-land
mp tenor solo proclaimingly
) | | |
e ' ) - | -
757 | 1 =
~ V’
Chy-na Gib - son
mp all other speakers ()
L f) | N p— ¢
g D N il [ | X
g b | y 2 & o I | | | [
(22 / XX X X
o —
Ja-quar-ri - -na Gib - son
mp all other
N
) | N [ | |
hdl DY) y 2 [V I | | |
i —" / X XX X |
n Q
J Chy-na Gib - son

| L) L b %
> |
& o e ——
<. °

1 = |
hdl DN - y 2 I‘ [ 2 |
7 bl Py I I i ]
L) J [ Py ! [ |

™~ I

Ja quar ri - us

[ 188

!
!

k|

o8l
o8l
'l

Pronunciation Notes:
Jaquarrius Holland / dze.'kwea.1i.as 'ha.lend / or “juh-KWAIR-ee-us HAW-lund”

Chyna. Gibson / 'tfar.ns 'gip.sen / or “CHAI-nuh GIPP-sun”
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Islan Nettles / 'iz.lan 'ne.rstz / or “IZ-lawn NEH-dulls”
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Brianna, "BB" Hill / bai.'a.ns 'bi.bi 'hit / or “bree-AH-nuh BEE-bee HILL”
Layleen Polanco / let.'li:n po.'lag.ko / or “lay-LEEN poh-LONG-koh”
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