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ABOUT THE WORK         
In struggling to create a piece about pure joy amid so much chaos in the world, Julie and 
I wrote about how people affect each other. We are Waves (WAW) explores the discovery 
and acknowledgement of our vulnerability and power. Whether we choose to love, to 
brighten someone else day or, sadly, choose to hurt someone, or war and guns, it is always 
a choice. We can choose art and uplift each other, not drown others to get ahead. We are 
all on these waters, and it’s up to us to make them a place to live instead of surviving. 
 
I avoided to use obvious wave sounds from the choir, but I couldn’t help to include the 
Ocean Drum as an optional instrument after I heard it in a concert with Soprano Hila 
Plitmann. When researching this instrument, even seeing the marbles inside the ocean 
drum and how they all affect each other as they move made me think of Julie’s poem.  
 
The task is simple. We just need to keep choosing kindness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

“Here is a sketch from my book. My friend and mentor, Dr. David Ashley White, gave me this book 
when I graduated so I could keep imagining my pieces. I am particles of his kindness and spirit.” 

 
Carlos Cordero. 



To learn more about me and The Happy Choir, visit: 
www.thehappychoir.com/bio 

TEXT  

We 
Are 

Waves 
Of 
Life 

Sparkling 
Stardust 

We 
Are 
Sparkles 
Of 
One 
Another 

Me 
And 
You 

We are Waving 
We are waves 
We are particles 
We are sparkles 
We are waves 
Of sound and light 
Sound and life 

Shards 
Of 
Light 

oooOOooo 
eeeEEeee 

Life 
Moving 
Through 
Us 

 
 
Julie Flanders, poet 
To learn more about Julie and her poetry, visit: julieflanders.com 
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We Are Waves
Music

Carlos Cordero (b. 1992)
New Choral Music Advocate

for SATB, SATB, Piano, Double Bass, and Percussion

Commissioned by Mendelssohn Chorus of Philadelphia, Dr. Dominick DiOrio artistic director and conductor. 

We are Waves was made possible with the support of the Robert Black Foundation Trust.

Dedicated to Dominick DiOrio and his limitless passion for our new choral music community.

Text
Julie Flanders (b. 1959)

©Cordero, 2022. All rights reserved.

To purchase a copy, please visit thehappychoir.com/store
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**  Remember how we used to goof around more? This is your moment to reconnect with it. Slowly play with the vowels and transitions 
from Oo to eI without worrying if you are matching others. Just watch out for rhythm and pitch. The rest is yours.

**  A choir member or percussionist softly plays the ocean drum from measures 62 - 81 
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w- w- Y
> Ó

We are waves,

w- w- Y>
w- w- Y> Ó

We are waves,

W wW w
w W.W

106 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

.-̇ .-̇ .w>
We are waves.

.-̇ .-̇ .w>

.-̇ .-̇ .w>
We are waves.

W Ó ÓW

W Ó ÓW

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

F

F

∑

∑

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
Spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
Spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

F

f

f

sub. f

∑

∑

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
spark kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

π

π- - -

- - -
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&

?

&

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

(¤)

110 ∑

∑

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

110 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

F

F

∑

∑

.˙ .˙ ˙ œ Œ
spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ œ

.˙ .˙ ˙ œ Œ
spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
Spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

f

f

∑

∑

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
spark kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
spark kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

π

π

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

-

&

?

&

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

26

26

26

26

26

26

(¤)

114 ∑

∑

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
spark kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙
spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ ˙

114 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

.˙ .˙ ˙ œ Œ
spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ œ

.˙ .˙ ˙ œ Œ
spar kling star dust,

.˙ .˙ ˙ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

W> ˙ ˙
Life mov ing

W> ˙ ˙

W> ˙ ˙
Life mov ing

W
>

˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

F

F

W> ˙ ˙
Life mov ing

W> ˙ ˙
Life mov ing

W w
through

W w

w w w
through

W w

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

F

F

- - - -

- - - -

-

-

-

-
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?

&

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

(¤)

118

W w
through us.

W w
through us.

.W
us.

.W

.W
us.

.W

118 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
w w w

∑

G

F

„ ∑∑ ∑ w
We

∑ ∑ w
We

∑

„ ∑∑ ∑ w
We

∑ ∑ w
We

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
w w w

∑

F

F

F

F

„ ∑.W
are

.W
are

„ ∑

„ Ó Ó
.W

are

.W
are

„ ∑
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
ww ww ww

∑

„ ∑.˙ .˙ Ó w
wav ing, we

.˙ .˙ Ó w
wav ing, we

„ ∑

„ ∑.˙ .˙ Ó w
wav ing, we

.˙ .˙ Ó w
wav ing, we

„ ∑
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

..ww
..ww

∑

-

-

-

-

&

?

&

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

122 „ ∑.W
are

.W
are

„ ∑

„ ∑.W
are

.W
are

„ ∑
122 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

ww ww ww

∑

„ ∑.˙ .˙ Ó w
waves, we

.˙ .˙ Ó w
waves, we
„ ∑

„ ∑.˙ .˙ Ó w
waves, we

.˙ .˙ Ó w
waves, we

„ ∑
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

..ww ..ww
∑

„ ∑.W
are

w W
are
„ ∑

„ ∑.W
are

w W
are

„ ∑
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œww ww ww

∑

„ ∑˙ œ .˙ Ó w
par ti cles, we

˙ œ .˙ Ó w
par ti cles, we

„ ∑

„ ∑˙ œ .˙ Ó w
par ti cles, we

˙ œ .˙ Ó w
par ti cles, we

„ ∑
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

..ww ..ww
∑

- -

- -

- -

- -

14



&

?

&

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

126 „ ∑.W
are

.˙ .˙ w
are
„ ∑

„ ∑.W
are

.˙ .˙ w
are

„ ∑
126 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

..˙̇ ..˙̇ ..˙̇ ..˙̇

∑

∑ ∑ w
We

.˙ .˙ Ó w
spar kles,

.˙ .˙ w Ó
spar kles,

„ ∑

∑ ∑ w
We

.˙ .˙ Ó w
spar kles,

.˙ .˙ w Ó
spar kles,

„ ∑
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ..˙̇ ..˙̇ ..ww

∑

.W
are

W w

∑ W>We

∑ w>
We

.W
are

W w

∑ W>We

∑ w>
We

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

w ww wwf

.˙ .˙ Ó w
wav ing, we

.˙ .˙ w
.w .ware,

.w .w
are,

.˙ .˙ Ó ww
wav ing, we

.˙ .˙ w

.w .ware,

.w .w
are,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
..˙̇ ..˙̇ ..ww

∑

-

-

-

-

-

-

&

?

&

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

130 .W
are

W w

∑ w- w-
we are

w- w-

..WW
are

W w

∑ w- w-

we are

w- w-

130 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

w ww ww

.˙ .˙ Ó w
waves we

.˙ .˙ w

.>̇ .˙ .w
waves,

.˙
>

.˙ .w

..˙̇ ..˙̇ Ó ww
waves, we

.˙ .˙ w

.>̇ .˙ .w
waves,

.˙
>

.˙ .w

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
..˙̇ ..˙̇ ..ww

∑

.W
are

.W

∑ W>We

∑ w>
We

..WW
are

.W

∑ W>We

∑ w>
We

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

ww ww ww

.˙ .˙ Ó w
spar kles, we

.˙ .˙ w

.w .ware,

.w .w
are,

..˙̇ ..˙̇ Ó ww
spar kles, we

.˙ .˙ w

.w .ware,

.w .w
are,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
..˙̇ ..˙̇ ..ww

∑

-

-
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?

&

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

25

25

25

25

25

25

26

26

26

26

26

26

134 .W
are

.˙ .˙ .w

Ó . .-̇ .˙ .-̇

we are

.-̇ .˙ .˙

..WW
are

.˙ .˙ .w

Ó . .-̇ .˙ .-̇

we are

.-̇ .˙ .˙

134 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
..˙̇ ..˙̇

..˙̇ ..˙̇

w- Ó ˙ ˙
waves We are

w- ˙ ˙

w- Ó ˙ ˙
waves We are

w- ˙ ˙

ww- Ó ˙̇ ˙˙
waves We are

w- ˙ ˙

w- Ó ˙ ˙
waves We are

w- ˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ
∑ Ó..˙̇ œœ

∑

H -̇ Ó Ó ˙ ˙
waves, sound and

-̇ ˙ ˙
-̇

Ó Ó ˙ ˙
waves, sound and

-̇ ˙ ˙

˙-̇ Ó Ó ˙̇ ˙˙
waves, sound and

-̇ ˙ ˙
-̇

Ó Ó ˙ ˙
waves, sound and

-̇ ˙ ˙

Ó ˙̇
> ∑ Ó

Ó Ó ˙̇
>

∑

˙ Ó Ó ˙ ˙
light, sound and

˙ ˙ ˙

˙ Ó Ó ˙ ˙
light sound and

˙ ˙ ˙

˙˙ Ó Ó ˙ ˙˙
light, sound and

˙ ˙ ˙

˙ Ó Ó ˙ ˙
light, sound and

˙ ˙ ˙

Ó ˙̇
> ∑ Ó

Ó Ó ˙̇
>

∑

&

?

&

?

&
?

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
bbbbb

26

26

26

26

26

26

√

138 .W>
life.

.W>

.W>
life.

.W
>

.W>

life.

..WW>

.W>

life.

.W
>

138 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
...WWW >

∑

.W .W

.W> .W
>
.W ..WW

.W> .W
>

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

.W .WU

.WU .W

.WU ..WW

.WU .W

∑
∑
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