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Note: 
“The Bunny Walks” is about a baby named Romtsia 
whom his family is trying to get to sleep. A rabbit walks 
past their house and wants to help to get the baby to 
sleep. The music is characterised by a soaring solo voice.  
 
Danish-Argentinian-Israeli conductor Saul Zaks explains 
the music: “[This solo] voice sings in the most naive 
way a folk tone – a lullaby – which is strophic. That is, 
it’s the same tune over and over again. But each time 
that melody comes, it is illuminated like a prism in new 
ways from the other voices in the chorus. The melody 
stays the same, while the harmonies in the rest of the 
choir change and colour the melody in new ways. There 
is a painting by Claude Monet of a French cathedral, 
in which he paints the same window – and the same 
cathedral façade – many times. But each time he paints 
it, it’s a different colour. And it’s exactly the same here.
The same main motif – the window, or the melody that 
the child sings. And every time that melody is repeated, 
it’s in a different colour, in a different constellation, as 
if the whole thing is moving without moving, without 
taking us out of focus. Then the song reaches some 
kind of climax, then it comes back, and then it dies, 
disappearing the same way it started.” 

 
Text and Pronunciation  
 
Hodytj zajtʃyk

Hodytj, hodytj zajtʃyk
Hodytj kruhom haty
Hotʃe vin maloho 
Romtsiu kolysaty

Hotʃe vin maloho 
Romtsiu kolysaty
A didusj oj bude 
Romtsiu zabavliaty

A didusj oj bude 
Romtsiu zabavliaty
A babusia j bude 
Kazotʃku kazaty

A babusia j bude 
Kazotʃku kazaty
A mamusia j bude 
Pisenjku spivaty

A mamusia y bude 
Pisenjku spivaty
A malenjkyj Romtsiu
Bude sobi spatu

Roman Surzha is a Ukrainian composer whose creative 
assets include music for plays, cinema, choreographic 
productions, and choral works. He was born in Kyiv 
in 1960 into a family of musicians. He studied choral 
conducting at music college, where he began to show 
interest in composition, and then studied at the Odesa 
Conservatory. At the 2005 international choral and 
sacred music festival Musica Sacra in Rome, held in the 
summer residence of the Pope, Roman’s work “Alleluia,” 
performed by the Shchedryk Choir, received the highest 
score and brought them victory in the competition.

Ukrainian Choir Shchedryk Series is currently 
comprised of four works by Roman Surzha. These works 
are best known from performances by The Children’s 
Choir Shchedryk. The choir was founded in 1971 in Kyiv 
by Iryna Sablina. Marianna Sablina, the Honoured Artist 
of Ukraine, has served as the Artistic Director and Chief 
Conductor of the choir since 2004. 

Currently over 150 children of various ages are involved 
in the choir. They are organized into groups, usually 
according to their age. Shchedryk’s concert cast is 
comprised of approximately 55 best performers. 

The choir’s repertoire covers Renaissance, Baroque, 
Classical, adaptations of Ukrainian and other national 
folk songs, and contemporary musical compositions. 
The choir has received standing ovations in famous 
music halls all over the world.

The Bunny Walks

The bunny is walking, walking, 
Walking around the house,
He wants to sway a baby
Romtsia.

He wants to sway a baby
Romtsia 
And the grandpa will 
Entertain Romtsia.

And the grandpa will 
Entertain Romtsia
And the granny will 
Tell a fairytale.

And the granny will 
Tell a fairytale
And mommy will 
Sing a song.

And mommy will 
Sing a song
And a baby Romtsia
Will sleep.
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