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Written for Art Song Lab 2018

This Is That

I want to be poetic/ words tripping off my tongue
Beauty in my parentheses
Silent periods of grace
But instead I am this

I want to be forgiving, lightness flowing across my face
Like a light breeze on a May weekend
Heart open, head up
But instead I am this

This is not that
It is something other
Something coated in a greasy film
My legs quivering from shoes too tight
And tired I stand
I can’t wash off my rough and ready hands

I want to be clean
I want to be a newly minted something
But still I am this
Always I am this
And then it’s just this

This is not that
It cannot be named accurately
Imprecisely creeping along the edge of consciousness.

And I wonder
Ever
Always
How much of this is because of what you did to me

In ways that were unpoetic, unforgiven, unenlightened, and unclean
This is that
Worn upon my sleeve.

Program note

This Is That a plaintive and compassionate 'what if' to what might have been without the life scars that
capture us all. I always imagine myself and others to be riding parallel lines of existences — those which
we live and those which we once hoped we would live or perhaps at least be in. We are taught that all the
experiences of our lives add up to the complex, complicated, interesting empathetic individuals — basically
that there are no wasted experiences. On our good days I think we can all believe that to be true. However,

I know it's important to acknowledge with poignancy and grace what could have been and who we could
have been — to honour that part of ourselves that longs for peace, for ourselves and others. This is That is
a song of grief and of a reckoning with the sadness of the past. Albeit, with the potential for some hope —
if you read between the lines.

— Coreen Philley

Performance note

The 'vocal' part for the pianist may be performed as written, or at the octave below (this line functions, as a
sort of 'inner voice' of the speaker).

When printing scores please consider the environment: choose recylced or FSC certified paper



Written for Art Song Lab 2018

This Is That

Coreen Philley Katerina Gimon
J=100 mf’
H | .
405 ®
7 7 - - - - 3 \
(2D P \
A\\Sb 4 < \
[y
I
O 1 > & [ | | T4 [ ] — . .
D h . . | | . . . . | | ° o
G 2 !
oJ : e et
S e S e
o - > o ® > o \ > o ® Y o \
o)y H o \ \ y 2— \ \ ¥ o \ \ y 2 \ \
L B
5 e m _
— = ? A WS N
(GRS st b et e
o) \ | 14 \ |
want to be po - e - tic/ (want to  be) words trip-ping, trip-ping, trip-ping off my
H o o N . D D I I D D I
A3V, \ \ = £ p—-— \ = ﬁ_ﬁ \ \ \ \
oJ \ | ‘ ‘ . I— . . . ;b ;b o° 9%
simile L /—\ /—\ ’
> > ) >
LS D S——— o = ! 3 o = ®
7 H P& \ \ I P \ \ \ P \ \ \
4 D 1 T I < 1 T 1 T ‘
8 »p (=4 always) mf’ /—\ mp
e e e — S ——=
2o T3 SRS e =
o) < N < 0 — | ~
tongue  trip- ping, (trip-ping) Beau-ty in my par - en-the-ses Si-lent pe-ri-ods of
loud whisper, percussive (ﬁ=$ always)
Pno 9 b m i i — A % T T ]
V~'r’n%*v“uy = e e e = 1 = 1 = |
oice XY e IS 3 I I ]
DY) > >
trip - ping, trip -  ping,
h | | | ‘ \ ‘ ‘ I !;J Y
AP —— — o® —— 1410 i 4
e P Be N 4G 5 . {8
LI > > * # W
i Py O
) e e e 518 o o
7 5P o 1 ! ! © (o) S
¢ i \ \ 4 ©
e, ad lib—>

Music © Katerina Gimon, 2018 | Text © Coreen Philley, 2018

Please report performances at www.katerinagimon.com




This Is That

13

| B .Qo
/-~
| s
-
2
<2
N =
N (@elee
f
7
f
W |5
i | N ofe
N . N
| IDID |
e E.N e
oo N N
(}\(

T, <

(X. ad liby—

\

<

1 Db

P’ A
gl hH |V
[ a0 M)

want to be for - gi-ving

[ o WL
&
oJ

- gi-ving

for

1D b

b 4
y W R
[ an W) J
SV

Yo 1 Db
A

Voice

N Susul y y
ﬁwv, . | o Y
Al m e omc Q|
o VI m A *uvy el
o
- [TT1 < M
‘! mc d NO
L ﬂw o ] —wll
1 g i
g . L el
T £
In m L —w | |ell
i ©
o ~d ~t
2 2 el
B _ﬁ e Y BEE
L)
| = o [ JHEE
Ve e
| = ﬁ
=
2 ﬁ b 11
£ .
I w [ . \ | |4d
2 M M | E—
B’ mv |
5 |
|| =) ~t * i\\\
o o .
- & - v
Ol 5 |k B L YREN
b S
= -
.v\_ S o‘w s - _ HK YRER
=
2 MEY
~ On r ~d
IMVID sy Tl MVID
— | — | ¢
N _|en N .\
N NG N N
¢ NN —
s 8
£3
=



head

Heart o - pen,

week - end

@
@

o
@

on a May__

-

This Is That

light breeze

e i i

Like a

€

o D——

25

i i Ul [ ——
=9 | .
\J I L : —velll ol E
[ [® i N ol B
N B .PH R
[ . - ~||oE

E o N @ a9 |

ﬁ TOlel ﬁ
: .4 /
N coe o TN £, # YN N
g £, ||
S o 7 S .MWHW\\ NV
YR pA
1)) | &
val m |
W .J__ £
¢ ooflo ol 2 ml
: = =1l

8
. ad lib—s
rit.
<
/—\’\
V
\ 72
; &
up!
rit.
oo o
Q
(% ad lib)y—
T
of of of &% o°

I

N ﬂm Al

y n |y |y | IRt [ﬂéo
[eN N .\ N .\ . LN

o ~ I Y I o o Y
mhv N Imhy I_why I_why I_mhv Lwhy I_why _
O © N N \\ s o & \\aer

NN N ——

y
2 W)
7 5P

Pno.
Voice



This page has been intentionally left blank.

The score will continue on the following page.



This Is That

rit.

48

|
1D b

o)
>’
A 5P

Ly

Plamn
9

o
~t
NTW

BN

st
K=y

=

~t
~t

| NN
Q]
Qll]
| 10NN

[ an W) J
ANV

I want to be

hands

read-y

and

rough

]
|

e

4

o

o/

|
1D b

)
b’

gl hH |V

[ a0 W)

|
1D b

o)
o)

AR
4

mp —————— pp —mf

a tempo

)
1”4

>
L i
1

72
s

new-ly mint-ed some-thing

;dl
= o3

I want to be a

[n]

clean

—3
oot S —p

a tempo

(X. ad liby—

\

b4

clean

to be

I want

[ng]

from the distance...

cresc. poco a poco

p

[ fan)
ANIV 4

Oo

cresc. poco a poco

Hr

r

3

Voice



—3—

And then it's just

<

[

this

Al-ways I am____

This Is That

00

—

this

@
am

| o o o @

But still I

(X. ad liby—

®

Vv
e |

[ fan )
A1V
)"

64

Voice

\

be

ly

—3—

can - not

cise

it

pre

Im

that

not

is

3

This

1D
Th 1
v

ly

S

ac - cu - rate

SO

X. ad liby—

named

this
00

p’ 4
e):
[ an WY
rax
*) D

o)

69




Pno.
Voice

Pno.
Voice

Pno.
Voice

This Is That

7‘% zﬂ/ﬁ molto rit. »p a tempo
p’ I —— ‘ ‘ ‘ N Db I I
I — | I | I | I yJ p—Th ] ]
T N R B R P
® o
creep-ing a-long the edge of con - cious - ness And 1 won - der
molto rit. mf spoken (light, heady) g tempo
9 1 l) I I 1T 1 ‘D Ih 3 ]
V4% b1 - I - - 2 I 1T [V X |
| o WL J [ PN X X 1TV I/ I I |
\.jl I [T x } } ]
And 1 won - der
—— .
9 D | | : ! 7, b §§
(o b Tiet ool o Ty hel e B
g et Serra o =
— ==
o= o= A L] s =
— 3 3 3 3 3
!
5}' 1 D ‘0 4 O ] lD L\
7 51— ! © b P g A0
L S 1 D i
(X ad liby—>
806 mp mf quasi-recit ‘
[ | | |
" AN ] K — N —|
@ S a— - y r f 5 C—_ | I y N 7R — -
Py \ \ i .
ev - er al - ways How much of this is be-cause of what you
spoken, half-voice loud whisper —————— pp
e — | = ‘ ‘ ‘
Y AW h [V I I I 3 X X X) X Y 2 - [ - |
N VD [)24] I/ 1 I I 1 & I |
ANIV 4 I 3 I I I T I ]
Q) I I I I
ev - er al - ways [sfj—
/_\
. 0/9—\
A § . %g ® = let ring out
g D Ih Py P Py Py C)L
75 7y ol O 4 ) ® g
(e 2D —¢ | [~ ¢ | =
ANV (o \ — S S ]
[y 3 3 3 3
/_\
mp e 4 mf e -
5\,' b /
4 D } ° k=
(. ad liby—
84 f accel— — - — = = = - - - - - »>
H 1. o) J— — — |
% ¥ T 7 S —— S L ———— o
= < \ < < y, <
) . . .

did to me In ways that were un-po-e-tic, un-for-gi-ven, un-en-light-ened and un-
accel - — - — - — - — o ____ >
mfspoken rm——

9 bt T ) ) — — —— — i i -
7 b [V - I - [ ) & I I I I I 2 I I I I S 3 ) 2 I I I X
| <o WL/ ] [ | /1 P.N I X I [ PN I V) X I | /1 & V) X I |
:jv I IS 3 I IS 3 ]
colla voce ~ un - po - e - tic, un - for - gi - ven, un - en - light - ened and un-
——
— o0 >, : >0
- E\-/ﬁ )
) D (ml ¥ S y 4 D D i W)
7 5 1P Py ! (e~ . : ©f
v D < 1 b\j ]
m
Jr ~ sfs sfs sfs
Fa O ]
&) D H (¥ o Py 3
7 H v P O D
v il . 3 O
o = _ f—
—_— . =
(Zd. ad liby— > = S 9



%

7
is

This

This Is That
is that
broadly

This

Ren)«

Ag.

TTT$TT®IA

sleeve
a tempo

4' o
® { <
! 2

=

< 2
accel. poco a poco al fine
accel. poco a poco al fine

—_—
2

£

a tempo

(Y]
~
/1
=x
[y ]
L Aoy
J/]
x
7

] IA

gmr
1
A TITSTT®IA
NI
(
1Y

1/
r

|
=
=+
my
E
J,.\J J J subito mp P —
3
<

TTMTT®IA

u\r
.
.

A iH TTeTTeIA

|
2
|
u
-
o
!
~]

=
7
|
—
P
T.
i.
worn
®-
=
I
‘f‘.
QU= — T o oo
> —
JF
g

T TTT®TT®IA

. H! o o |e |
:? el N T TTeIA

Voice

1 el \Am W 1
=5 N 3 TITe[T®A =
E i 16 @m =
0 g -] L =
g = = g mm ~ = =~
s T b Al ~ L
) o >_0 mu fQﬂ |hvi % ~ |y . Sy |y Ov 7 AQMZ IA %ﬁx
.nVID InVID |.nv|D |.nv|D lnvID InVID L..VID T e T
_mhv \ I_whv Imhv I_whv Imhv I_whv I_whv e I_w
\E G NG D \\ e N A W\ s e &
~— ~— ~—

10





