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Text and Translations:

Old English

Nu scylun hergan hefenricaes Uard,
Metudzes maecti end his modgidanc,

uerc Uuldurfadur, sué he uundra gihuaes,
eci Dryctin or astelidee.

He @rist scop aelda barnum

heben til hrofe, haleg Scepen.

Tha middungeard moncynnaes Uard,

eci Dryctin eefter tiadae

firum foldu Frea allmectig.

Latin

Nune laudare debemus auctorem regni caelestis,
potentiam creatoris, et consilium illius facta Patri
gloriae: quomodo ille, cum sit aeternus Deus,
omnium miraculorum auctor exstitit; qui primo
filits hominum caelum pro culmine tecti dehine

terram custos humani generis creavit, omnipotens.

- from “Caedmon’s Hymn,” translated by Bede

From the Composer:

[nu [ylun herjan hefenritfes ward]
[metudaes magktl end his modjidank]

[werk wuldurfadur swe he wundra jthwags]
[etfT dryktin or astelida]

[he aerist Jop aglda barnum]

[heben t1l hrofe halej [epen]

[6a midunjgeard mdonkynaes ward]

[etfT dryktin eefter tioda]

[firom f>1dU frea almektij]

English

Now we shall praise the Guardian of heaven’s
kingdom, the might of the architect, and his
purpose, the work of the father of glory as He, the
eternal lord, established the beginning of wonders.

For the children of men He created heaven.

“Hymn of Ancient Lands” is a setting of a fragment of text recorded by Bede known as “Caedmon’s Hymn.” This poem
(or hymn) is thought to be the e(lrhest ever recorded poem wrillen in the language of the Angles, the ()ld English’ of
the Anglo deons. Upon this basis Caedmon has been designated the patron saint of poets dlld poetry. The h} mn, in
its original Anglo Saxon, as well as Latin and modern English vernacular translations, provided the inspiration for
this new musical setting for Stephen Layton and the Choir of Trinity College, Cambridge. The juxtaposition of these
three languages expresses my fascination with viewing history and spirituality through a modern lens, fusing the old
with the new by paying homage to the ancient poem and reflecting its significance with my own musical ideas. For the
commissioners of this work, it is significant that Caedmon, a shy, humble and deeply religious man, through divine
inspiration, and with the encouragement of St Hilda of Whithy, was enabled to express God’s love of creation in song.

“Caedmon’s Hymn” is a universal song in which Caedmon, praises God’s creation of Heaven and Earth, which he calls
‘Middengeard” (Middle-Earth). Extending upon this, “Hymn of Ancient Lands” expresses adoration of land and nature
through a ritualistic musical journey which progresses from sparse and plaintive to energetic and joyful. From a modern
point of view, “Hymn of Ancient Lands” expresses Australians’ passion for traveling overseas and exploring many
different lands, combined with a deep sense of belonging and respect for our own unique and magnificent landscape.

- Joe Tiwvist, 2020
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Australian composer/arranger Joe Twist is one of the most ‘in demand’ composers in Australia and abroad. Straddling film music
and concert music arenas, his music crosses genres including ancient vocal music, opera, contemporary orchestral music, jazz,

Other choral works for mixed voices from Graphite Publishing:

music theatre and cabaret.

Twist has a wealth of experience in choral music as both a singer and composer, receiving numerous commissions and
performances of his music from choirs in Australia and around the world, including The Choir of Trinity College Cambridge,
Chanticleer, Voces8, The Idea Of North, The Young New Yorkers’ Chorus, L.A. Choral Lab, Sydney Chamber Choir, The
Australian Voices, Gondwana Voices, Adelaide Chamber Singers and many others. Twist has worked for decades as a

professional chorister in premier church choirs in Australia and the United States. Film credits include the successful animated
series ‘Bluey’ on Disney Junior, as well as arrangements and orchestrations for many major motion pictures produced in
Hollywood.

Paul Ayres GP - AD02 So Hallow’d and so Gracious is the Time SATB, piano

Paul Ayres GP - AOO5 Jubilate SATB, organ

Eric William Barnum GP - BOO8 The White Birds SATB, a cappella

Eric William Barnum GP - B010 Conflagration SATB, piano

Abbie Betinis GP - B0O4 Blessed Be the Lord, My Rock SAB, piano, organ, or a cappella
Benjamin Cramer GP - C006 0 Beautiful End SATB, a cappella

Benjamin Cramer GP - C008 In the Midst of Life SATB, a cappella

Matthew Culloton GP - €001 Two Carols SATB, a cappella

Matthew Culloton GP - C002 Sussex Carol SATB, cello, harp

Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen  GP - D023 Controlled Burn SATB, orchestra or chamber ens.
Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen GP - D026 Look Out Above SATB, a cappella, soli, body percussion
Christine Donkin GP- D019 In Flanders Fields SATB, a cappella

Christine Donkin GP - D020 In Paradisum SSAATTBB, a cappella

Jocelyn Hagen GP - HOO3 I Lift Up My Eyes (Psalm 121) SSATB, a cappella

Jocelyn Hagen GP - HO14 To See the Sky SATB, piano

Christopher Harris GP - HO15 Alleluia, For This Day SATB (div), piano

Christopher Harris GP - HO16 Were You There? SATB, a cappella

Christopher Harris GP - HO18 He's Able! SATB (div), piano

Luke Mayernik GP - M004 Emblem SATB, S solo, piano, violin, cello
Luke Mayernik GP - M005 IKON SSAATTBB, a cappella
Wayland Rogers GP - RO05 Rejoice and Be Joyful SATB, organ

Wayland Rogers GP - ROO7 Whatsoever Things are True SATB, organ

Paul John Rudoi GP-R013 Gamaya SATB, opt. djembe

Paul John Rudoi GP - R014 Stillness and the Night SATB, a cappella

Joshua Shank GP - S001 Color Madrigals (6 movement cycle) SATB, a cappella

Timothy C. Takach GP - TOO1 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime SATB, a cappella

Timothy C. Takach GP-TO010 Neither Angels, Nor Demons, Nor Powers SSATBB, a cappella

Takach and Hagen GP-TO016 This is How You Love (multi-movement) SATB, a cappella

Joe Twist GP - T020 Hymn of Ancient Lands SATB (div), S solo a cappella
Joe Twist GP - T021 Weep, 0 Mine Eyes SSAATTBB a cappella

Ellen Gilson Voth GP - V002 Across the empty square SATB, piano

Dale Warland GP - W001 Always Singing SATB (div), a cappella

Dale Warland GP - W002 Benedicamus Domino SSAATTBB, a cappella

Dale Warland GP - W003 Sed Amore (But by Love) SATB (div), piano

notable. elevated.

www.graphitepublishing.com

Graphite sells digital scores that are excellent and accessible: unique yet emotional; challenging yet appealing; innovative and enjoyable to experience.



