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TEXT 
 
We dig deep into the earth, Nina. 
We cut it up. 
We do not try to fix it. 
We lurch in circles underneath, 
we string lights where there is no light, 
we will do anything to go faster 
than we can go alone. 
We point our guns at people we do not intend to kill. 
Sometimes we kill them. 
We shove our men into a ring 
and they shove each other until they bleed and swell. 
We boil lobsters alive. 
We whip adulterers. 
We adulter. 
We skin deer. 
We rape our altar boys. 
We strike pedestrians, who die instantly. 
We die instantly. 
We shear our corneas with lasers. 
We burn our neighbors’ orchards, 
we slice our thighs with razors, 
we turn our backs to sobbing daughters 
every day of the whole first month of first grade 
so they will learn to leave us. 
We give birth, Nina, 
we give birth incessantly. 
We ravage our cuticles, 
we explode entire mountains, 
we forget nearly everything, 
proportionally speaking, 
and decide who does and does not have the right to live 
in the new luxury apartment building, 
and prop up museums over the ruins 
of massacred villages, and stride with purpose 
past the glue-sniffer convulsing across the street. 
We sniff glue, 
and drink until we say things we don’t mean, 
and introduce feeding tubes into our grandmothers’ tracheas, 
and lock adolescent girls into the backs of trucks 
with a mattress underneath them, 
and ink our skin, and perforate our faces, 
blend ice to foam, break horses, 
disappear, disappear others, maim verbs, 
and put away childish things, 



(TEXT, cont.) 
 
and ignore the men we loved, 
and speak of love in tenses that are not the present tense, 
and fling ourselves from airplanes, 
and flay our children until they can’t speak our native tongues, 
and throw our sewage to the sea, 
and lie, Nina, 
and lock our hands around the throat of what we desire 
until both throat and hands go white. 
We do. 
Yet it’s also true 
that we pull softened butter across a slice of bread 
with a softened knife. 
We entrust our bones to bus drivers, 
the napes of our necks to hair-cutters, 
the lobes of our ears to the cloudy mouths 
of lovers who may love us or not love us 
but touch us as if they could. 
We brush the birch bark with our fingers 
as we pass by. 
We share our blood, 
distribute lollipops to grown men 
to prevent them from fainting when they’re done. 
We nurse the shoots that burgeon from potatoes. 
We wait. 
We burn the rice, we eat the rice, 
we dog-ear books, 
we seek a single face in every passing face 
and find it, or don’t find it, 
and trudge up the hill, and sled down the hill, 
and sing with our eyes squinched shut, 
and shut our windows against the parade 
so we can lie down together and hear everything we say, 
and let the house fire have its way 
with what we own. 
That we have no choice 
is not the point. 
We yearn. 
We confess to deeds we haven’t done. 
We wash our feet. 
We laugh until we’re sick. 
We let the turtle go. 
We’re certain that we’re right. 
We come, which is a curious way of saying 
that we go away, 



(TEXT, cont.) 
 
with a joy that would be desolation 
if it weren’t so joyful. 
We are told that we must first learn joy, 
so we can later bear the desolation. 
No. 
We are told that we must first learn desolation, 
so we can later bear the joy. 
No. 
We bear what we can bear. 
No. 
We do not know what we can bear. 
Don’t we? 
I don’t know, Nina, 
I don’t know. 
I’ve seen a schoolboy drop to his knees 
in a posture of prayer, 
or betrayal, 
or cartilage injured during a soccer game, 
so what do I know? 
I’ve seen an aging woman wrench her limbs 
from an embrace 
in a gesture of rancor, 
or sorrow, 
or desire passed over, 
or rheumatoid arthritis, 
or missing her mother, 
or old terrors made new, 
and what, Nina, can we do? 
We do what we can do. 
No— 
I know 
a man who, 
years ago, 
would hover at the highway’s edge 
to feel the eighteen-wheelers pass and feather 
his body backwards, to feel the minefield 
between the yellow line and his own two feet. 
The mine. The field. 
How does the body get to where the world 
has told it not to travel? 
I’m asking you. 
Our choices, in the end, are few. 
I love this man whose body said 
it did not want 



(TEXT, cont.) 
 
to go. 
And I loved you, 
who went. 
Love, not loved, my friend; 
forgive me. 
We know not what 
we do, 
as awed before 
the green corn gleaming in the field 
as with a foot into the mine. 
We go, we go, we go, 
Nina. 
We gleam. 
 
—Robin Myers 
 
published in Amalgama / Conflations 
(Ediciones Antilope, 2016). 
Used with permission. 
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hair cut- ters,- the

mf

lobes of our ears to the cloud y- mouths of

q. = ca. 40poco rit. J199

q. = ca. 40poco rit. J

lo vers- who may love us or not love us but

202

°

34 44 68 44 34

34 44 68 44 34
34 44 68 44 34

98 34 98 34

98 34 98 34
98 34 98 34

34 98 68 98

34 98 68 98
34 98 68 98

98 68 98 68

98 68 98 68
98 68 98 68

& 3

& -
3

? -3

3

& ∑

& ### 3

? & ?

&

&
3

?

& -

&
?

œ ™ œ# j œ œ œ œb œj œ œj œb œj œ œb œ œ ‰ œ œ œJ œb œb j ˙ Œ

œ œ œ ˙̇# ˙̇̇̇b ˙̇<n> œœœœb œj œ ™ ˙̇ ˙̇̇̇b œœbb ™™ œJ
œœ## œœ##

œ œ œ ˙ ww œ ™ œœb ™™ ˙̇b ˙̇̇ œb œb œb ˙

‰ œ œ# œ# œj œ œj œb œj œ<n> ™ Œ œj œ# ™ œ# œ<n> œ œj

œœbb œœ ™™˙ œ# j ˙̇̇## ™™™ œœ<n> ™™ Œ Œ œ œ# œ# œœ# ™™ Œ ™ œœœ<n> ™™™
œb œb œ œ

œ# œ# œœœ## ™™™ œœœ ™™™ œœ ™™ ‰ œ# j œ# œ# œœ## ™™ œœœ<n> ™™™ œ œn œ

œ# œJ œ# ™ Œ œ# j œ# ™ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ ™ œ# ™ œ ™

œ œ# œ œœœ## ™™™ ‰ ‰ œ# œn œ œ œœ<#> ™™ fiœ# œ œ ™ œœ ™™ œœœ# ™™™
‰ œ# j œ# œ# œœ## ™™ œ œœn œœœ œœœ ™™™ fiœ œ œ# ™ œœœ# ™™™ œœ ™™

œ#J œ# œ ™ ‰ œ# œ œj œ# œ ™ ‰ ‰ œJ œ# ™ œ# œ# j œ ™ ‰ ‰ œ# j

œœœœ## ™™™™ œœ# ™™ œœ ™™ ˙̇ ™™ ˙̇# ™™ œ# ™ œ# ™ œœ# ™™
œœ# ™™ ˙̇ ™™

œœ# ™™ œœ ™™ œœ ™™ œ# ™ œœ ™™ ˙̇ ™™
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bur geon- from po ta- toes.- We wait.

f

We wait.

ff

We

mf220

pp mf

° ø

burn the rice, we eat the rice, We dog ear- books, we

224

p p mf

seek a sin gle- face in ev 'ry- pass ing- face and find it, or

227

p mf

24 68

24 68
24 68

44 58

44 58
44 58

58 44

58 44
58 44

& 3

&
h h 3

œb œ œ œb œœ
œ œb œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
& ∑ ? &œb œb œ œb œb œ œb ™

&

& #
3

&

&

&
-

& -

œb œb œ œ œn œnJ œ ‰ Œ œb œ ™ ‰™ œb ™J œ ™ ‰™ œ ™j

œ œ# œ# œn œ œb œ<n> œ œ œb œb œœb œ œ
Ó Ó

œ# œ# œ œ ‰™ œn ™j œ# œ# œ# œ ‰™ œ ™J œ#J œ# œ# j Œ ‰ œJ

œœ## ™™ œœ ™™ ‰™ œn ™j œœ## ™™ œ ™ œ# ™ œœ ™™ œJ œ# œjœJ œ̇ œ# œ œ# œ

‰™ œ# ™j œœ# ™™ œœ ™™ œœ## ™™ œœ ™™ œœ ™™ œœ ™™ œj œ œj ˙

œ œJ œ# œ œ œJ œ œ# œ œ# œ œJ œ œJ ‰ Œ ‰ œ#J

œœ<n> ™™ Œ
œœ ™™ Œ fiœj œ œœœ ™™™ ˙ ˙̇̇̇##

∏∏∏∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏∏∏∏

∏∏∏∏

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ ˙̇

The Gleam
15

For 
Peru

sa
l O

nly



{
{
{
{

don't find it, and trudge

mf

up the hill, and sled down the

231

p mf p

hill, and sing

ff

with our eyes squinched

236

f

shut, and

p

shut

mf

our win

p

dows- a gainst- the pa rade,- so

poco rit. Slower still; q. = ca. 40
239

p f pp

poco rit. Slower still; q. = ca. 40

we

mf

can lie down to ge- ther- and

mp

hear ev 'ry- thing we say,

243

mf p

24 34

24 34

24 34

44

44
44

98 68

98 68
98 68

68 44 34 68

68 44 34 68
68 44 34 68

&

& ∑
3 3

& ?
3 3

3

3

œ œ#

&
3

&
3

3

3

œ œ

? & ? & ∏∏∏∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏∏∏∏

∏∏∏∏∏

3

3
œ

& - ->

& >
sub.

& >
? - - -

&

&
3

6œ# œœ# œœœ#
? 3

3

œ œ ™ œ Ó Œ ‰ œ#J œ ™ œ# œ# j ˙ ‰ œ#J œJ œ œ# œj

œ# œ œ Œ ‰
œJ œ# œ# œ# œ œ œ# œœ# œ fiœjœ œ# ‰ œ#J œ œ œ#

˙̇ Ó œ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ œ# œ#
œ œ œ

œ œ œ œœ ™™ œJ œ œ œœ# œ œ œ œ

˙ ‰ œ#J œ# ™ œJ œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ

œœœ# œj œœœ## œ œœœœœ####
œ œœ# œ# œ# œ œœœ#<n> ˙̇̇#

œ œ œ ˙̇
œœ ˙̇̇̇### œ œ œ#

œœ# ˙̇̇̇<n>

œj ‰ Œ Ó Ó ‰ œ# ™ œ ™ œ ™ œ# œ ™ œ œ ™ œ œ ˙ ™ Œ œj

œœ# ˙# ™ œ# œ ≈w œ œ œ œœœœ œ

œ œ œ œ w
≈

œ œ
œ ™ œ ™ œ ™

œ œ# œ œ œj œ œ# j œ ™ Œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ™

œ œ# œ œœ# ™™ ≈ œ œ œ# œ# ≈ œ œ œ
œ œœ œœ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ œ Œ œ œ#

œœ ™™ œ ™ œœœ ™™™ œœ ™™ œœ# ™™ œœ ™™ www## œ œ œ œ
œ œ# œ
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and let the house fire have its way with what we own.

f247

p pp mf pp f

°

That

p

we have no choice is not the point.

mf

We

mp

yearn.

f

We yearn.

f
q = ca. 120L

252

pp f

q = ca. 120L

We

mp

con fess- to deeds we have n't- done. We

259

wash our feet. We laugh un til- we're sick. We let the

262

68 44 34

68 44 34

68 44 34

34

34
34

&

& ∑

? 3

&

& œ# œ œ œ
? & ?

&

&
?

&

& œœ œœ
? & ?œ œ œ

‰ ‰ œ#J œ ™ œ ™ œ œj œ œ# œ œ œj œ# œj w ˙ ™ Œ

˙̇ ™™ Œ ™ œœœ# ™™™ Œ œ œ œ ˙̇̇ ™™™ Œ
˙̇ ™™ œœ# ™™ œ ™ œœœ ™™™ œ ™ œœ# ™™ Œ wwœ œ œ

Œ œ<n> œ œ œ ˙̇̇̇ ™™™™∏∏∏∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏∏∏∏

∏

Œ

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œj ‰ Œ Œ Œ ‰ œ ™ ˙# ™ Œ ‰ œ ™ ˙# ™

œ ™ œœ ™™ œœ# ™™ œJ œ œ
˙̇̇̇# ™™™™ ˙̇̇ ™™™ Œ ‰ œj œ œ œ# œ ˙

œ ™ œ ™ œœ ™™ œœ ™™
˙̇̇ ™™™ ˙̇̇ ™™™ œ œ ˙̇ ˙ ™

œ œ

Œ ‰ œ#J œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ# œ ‰ œj

Œ ‰ œœ##
j

œœ œ œj œ œ œj ‰ ‰ œJ œ# œ œ œ

œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ# œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ#

œ# œ œ œ Œ œj œ œj œ# œ œ Œ Œ œj œ œj

‰ œj œ# œ œ œj œœ# œJ œœ Œ œ œœ# ˙̇̇## ™™™

œœ œœ ˙̇ Œ œ ™ œj œ œ Œ ˙̇## ™™
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told

mf

that we must first learn joy

f

so we can la ter- bear the de so- -

281

p

° ø

la tion.- No.

p

We are told

mf

that we must

As if interrupting

285

pp pp

As if interrupting

first learn de so- la- tion,- so we can la ter- bear the joy.

f
poco rit. 

289

p mf

poco rit. 

No.

p

We

p

bear what we can bear. No.

mf

Slower; q = ca. 56
292

pp mf

Slower; q = ca. 56

34 24 34 78 34

34 24 34 78 34
34 24 34 78 34

34 44 34 24

34 44 34 24
34 44 34 24

24 44 34

24 44 34
24 44 34

24 58

24 58
24 58

&

&
-

? & ?
3

3

&
(spoken; reconsidering)

pocoU 3

&
U

? ∑ U
&

3

&
3

& œ# œ#

& ? &
3

3œœ

& ∑U>

& ∑ ∑
U

&
sub.

∑U

œ ™ œ# j œ œ# œ œ œ ™ œ# j œ œ# œ œ# œ œ# j œ œ

Œ
˙̇̇ œœ# œœ Œ œœ# œ œ œ# œœ Œ œœ## J

˙̇

œ œ<n> œ
˙# ˙̇̇ œ œ œ Œ Œ œœ ™™ ˙̇

œ œ# œ ™J ≈ Œ Œ Ó Œ œ œ# œ ™ œ# j œ œ#

œœ#
˙̇## ˙̇̇<n> ™™™ ˙̇̇ ˙̇̇ Œ ˙̇

˙̇̇ ™™™ Ó Ó œ œ œ
˙#

œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ œ ™ œ ™ œ ˙ ™

œœ# œœ œœ ˙̇## ™™

˙̇̇ ww œ œ œ
œ# œ œ œ#

Œ Œ Œ ‰ œ# j œ ™ œ# œ œ œ ™

œ œœ œœœb ™™™ œœœœ## ˙̇̇̇

˙̇̇# ™™™ ˙̇̇ Œ Œ
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We

pp

do not know what we can bear. Don't we?

O296

pp

O

I

pp

don't know, Ni na,- I don't

300

pp

know.

mp

I've

mf

seen a school boy drop to his

Slightly faster; q = ca. 72P
304

mf

Slightly faster; q = ca. 72P

p

58 44 34 44

58 44 34 44
58 44 34 44

34

34
34

34 44 38 44

34 44 38 44
34 44 38 44

& 3

& ##

& ∑

& ∑

&
pocoU ∑

& U ∑ ?3

& ∑
poco accel. 

&
5

poco accel. 

œ œ
?

3 3

3

‰ œ# œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ ™ ‰ œ# ˙# ˙ Ó

œœœœ œœœœ ™™™™ œ ˙̇# œœ ˙̇ ™™ ˙̇ww ˙̇##

Ó œ fiœj œœ ˙̇ ™™ ww

Ó œ# œ# ˙ œ#J œ# ‰ Ó œ# œ#

ww Ó ˙# ww#

ww œ œ œ œ# ˙# ww#

˙ ™ œ œ œ œ œb œ œb œ

˙̇̇ œ# ™ œ œ# ™ œ œ# ≈ œ œ
œœœœœ œœœ<n><n> œœ œœœœb œœ œ œ

œ œ œ œ# œ œ
œ œ œ œ# œ œ

œ œ œ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ ™™™
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knees in

p

a pos ture- of prayer,

mp

or be tray- al- or car

mf

ti- lage- in jured- dur ing- a

308

pp mf

soc cer- game, so what do I know?

poco rit. 313

p

poco rit. 

I've

f

seen an ag ing- wo man- wrench her limbs from an em brace- in

mp

a gest ure- of ran cor,- or

Slower317

mf p

Slower

sor row,- or de sire- passed o ver,- or rheu ma- toid- arth ri- tis,- or

p

miss ing- her

321

mf

44 34 38 58

44 34 38 58
44 34 38 58

58 34 54

58 34 54
58 34 54

54 44 24 34 44

54 44 24 34 44
54 44 24 34 44

44 34 44

44 34 44
44 34 44

& 3 3 3

&
-? -

& -

& -
? -

5

œ

& 3 3

&
? & ?

&
3 3 3

& - -
? - -

&

œb ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œb Œ ‰ œ œ œb œ œj ‰ ‰ œj œ œb œ œb œ œ œb œb

w ˙̇̇bb ™™™Œ ˙̇ ˙̇̇b Œ œœ ˙̇̇̇b œœœœ ™™™™
œœœbb ˙̇̇̇b ™™™™ ˙b ™ ˙ Œ œœb ˙̇̇b œœœ ™™™

œ œ<n> œ ‰ ‰ œ# j œ œJ œ ˙ ˙ Œ

fiœjœ œ œœ ™™ œ œ ™ ˙̇ œj œœœœ ˙̇̇̇œ œ ™ Œ œœœ# ™™™ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œJ œ ™ œj œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ ‰ œ œ œJ œ œJ œ# œ œ ‰ œ# j

˙̇̇̇̇ ™™™™™∏∏∏∏∏ ˙̇̇̇̇ œœœbb œœœœœb ˙ ˙
œ# ˙̇#

˙̇̇
˙ ™™™™∏∏∏∏∏∏∏ ˙̇̇

˙ œ œœ ˙̇̇ ˙̇̇ œœ## ˙̇

œ œ œ ‰ œ# œ œ<n> œ œ œ# œ# œj ‰ ‰ œJ œ ™ œ# œ œ œ# œ# ‰ œJ œ œ œ

œ ˙̇<n> œœ œœ## ˙̇̇## œœœ ˙̇## ™™
œœ# ˙̇# œœ œœ## ˙̇̇# œœœ

˙̇̇## ™™™
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to feel the mine field- be tween- the yel low- line and his own two feet.

rit. 338

mp pp

rit. 

The

p

mine. The field. How

f

does the bo dy- get to where the

Gently In timeR341

ppp mp f mp

Gently In timeR

world has told it not to tra vel?- I'm

pp

ask ing- you. Our

mp345

pp

choi ces,- in the end, are few.

mf350

mf

24 34 44

24 34 44
24 34 44

24 98

24 98
24 98

98 34 44 34

98 34 44 34
98 34 44 34

34 24 44 78

34 24 44 78
34 24 44 78

& - -

&
&

&

& -
& -

? 3

&

&
? &

&

& 3

& ?

‰ œj œb ™ œb œb œ œ ™ œb œb ™ œ œ œ# œ<n> œ œ# œ<n> œ œn œ#J ‰

œœb œœbb œœbb œœb œœbb œœ<n><n> œœ#<n> œœ œœ<n># J ‰

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇b ™™™ ˙̇## œœœœ œœ# J ‰

Œ ‰ ≈ œ# r œ# ™ ‰ Œ ‰ œj œ ™ ‰ œ œ œ œJ œ œJ œ œ œ œ

œ# fiœj œœ## œœ ™™ ‰ œœ# œœ œœ ™™ ‰ œœœœœ<n> œœœ
œœJ

œ
œœœ
j

˙̇̇
œœ## œœ œœ ™™ ‰ œœ# fiœj œœ œœ ™™ ‰ œ œ œ œœ œœœ<n> ™™™ œJ ˙

œb œJ œ œJ œ œJ œ œb Œ Ó Œ œ œ œ ˙ Ó Œ œ

œ ™ œœ ™™ œœ ™™ œœœb ˙̇b ww Ó ˙̇̇#

∏∏∏∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏∏∏∏

∏∏∏ www
œœb ™™ œœœ ™™™ œœ ™™ ˙̇̇<n> ™™™ www

˙̇## ˙̇ ww

œj œ œJ œ œ œ œ œ ™ ˙ Ó

œ ™ œœ ™™ œ œ œ ™ œœ fiœj œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ ™ œœ<n> ™™ œœ œœ œ ˙̇ ™™
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I

f

love this man whose bo dy- said it did not want to go. And

S
353

f mf

S

I loved you, who went. Love,

p

not loved, my friend; for -

Soft; q = ca. 80T357

f p pp mp

Soft; q = ca. 80T

° ø

give me. We

mp

know not what we do,

mf

as

Tempo 1; q = ca. 72-76poco rit.
362

pp mp pp

Tempo 1; q = ca. 72-76poco rit.

78 34

78 34
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44 64 44
44 64 44
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44 34 44 34
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? ? ?
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˙̇̇̇ œœœœ ™™™™ ˙̇̇̇ ™™™™ œb ˙̇ œ ˙

œbJ œ œbJ œ œb œ Œ Ó ˙b Ó Œ œ ˙b Ó Œ œ ˙b ™ Œ Œ œb

˙̇bb ™™ wwŒ ˙̇bb ™™ ˙̇ ˙b ˙b ww ™™ ˙̇b wwwbb

˙̇̇̇bbb ™™™™ ww<n> wb ™ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙̇bb Œ Œ œb œb
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˙b œœ œœ œœ œ œ fiœj ˙̇̇
‰ œj œ œ œ œb œ œœb

fiœb j œ œb œ
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awed be fore- the green corn gleam ing- in the field

366

mf

as

mp

with a foot in to- the mine.

Slightly slower
369

p

Slightly slower

We go, We go,

poco accel. Tempo I (q = ca. 72-76)U372

f ff

poco accel. Tempo I (q = ca. 72-76)U
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34 24 34 24
34 24 34 24

24 34 44
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34 44 34 44

34 44 34 44
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