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* The oboist may choose to play some passages in a higher octave.
   In performance, the pianist may choose to omit some phrases that are doubled in the oboe.
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no, Dum dum did dle dee dum, Dum dum did dle dee dum,

Dum dum did dle dee dum, dai dle day, dai dle day.

Dum dum did dle dee dum, dai dle day, dai dle day.

Those who wish to sing al ways find a song.

Those who wish to sing al ways find a song.
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Pom pom po ko no pom, po ko pom po ko pom.

Those who wish to sing al ways find a song.

Those who wish to sing al ways find a song.
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Composer Note:

Voltaire famously wrote that “If God did not exist it would be necessary to invent

him,” something I’ve also heard said about mothers, chocolate, free will and the

United Nations. I feel that way about music. If music did not exist it would be

necessary to invent it.

Music is something each and every one of us invents from scratch, starting from the

first moment we babble in our cradles. Our first vocal music comes unbidden,

untaught, unthought. It simply springs forth. It’s as if we have an instinctive desire to

participate in the ocean of sound waves that ping into and around our bodies every

moment of our lives – and so we sing! What the Swedish proverb says is true:“Those

who wish to sing always find a song.”

It was with these irrepressible vocalizations in mind that I decided to set that

delicious proverb to music, along with various “meaningless” singing syllables from

all around the world. Meaningless, that is, until someone gives voice to them from a

deep inner place, a place that transcends all languages, opinions and philosophies.

For as yet another popular saying goes, “When words fail, music speaks.”

Elizabeth Alexander



Dancing ( q = 152- 160 )

Oboe Part

Those Who Wish to Sing Always Find a Song

SSA, oboe, pno *

Elizabeth Alexander            Swedish proverb

5

© 2001, 2021 by Elizabeth Alexander

* The oboist may choose to play some passages in a higher octave.
In performance, the pianist may choose to omit some phrases that are doubled in the oboe.
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For more about these individual vocables,

including a video about their pronunciation, visit

 www.elizabethalexander.com/works/those-who-wish-to-sing

International Phonetic Alphabet Vowel Sounds:

Y as in “lot” /  e as in “let” /  w as in “lid” / i as in “leaf”

o as in “loaf” / u as in “loot” / c as is “lug”

1) England: Nonny nonny no

[nY-ni nY-ni no]

2) Ireland: Dum dum diddle-dee dum, daidle day

[dcm dcm dwd-dl di dcm, dYi-dl dei]

3) Russian Romani: Ay dam ta-ra-dam

[Yi dYm tY-rY-dYm]
“ay” is pronounced like the English word “I”

4) Japan: Pom pom poko no pom, poko pom

[pcm pcm poko no pcm, poko pcm]

5) Norway and Sweden: Fad-de-rul-lan-dei

[fY-dc-ru-lcn-dei]
“dei” a pronounced like the English word “day.”

6) South India (Konnakol): Ta-ka ta-ki-ta ta, ta-ka ta

[tY-kY tY-kw-tc tY, tY-kY tY]

7) United States/Ireland: Too-ra loo-ra, loo-ra-li-oo-ra-li, too-ra loo-ra lay

[tu-rc lu-rc, tu-rc-li-u-rc-li, tu-rc lu-rc lei]

8) Turkey: Te-ne-ni, te-ne-ne-ni

[te-ne-ni, te-ne-ne-ni]
“te” and “ne” are pronounced like the English words “tet” and “net” without the final “t”

“ni” is pronounced like the English word “knee.”

9) Germany and Scandinavia: holla-hi, holla-ho

[ho-lY-hi, ho-lY-ho]
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