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Love is the Spirit of this Church

Oh my church is built of neither brick nor stone,
For it’s love that’s the spirit of this church.
It’s a shelter fashioned from our hearts alone.
Yes it’s love that’s the spirit of this church.

CHORUS:
For it’s love, yes it’s love,
For it’s love that’s the spirit of this church.
Not the walls or steeple but a gathered people
Is what makes up the spirit of this church.

It is not stained glass that makes these windows bright,
For it’s love that’s the spirit of this church.
They’re illuminated by compassion’s light,
Yes it’s love that’s the spirit of this church.

CHORUS

And our sacred altar is not carved of wood,
For it’s love that’s the spirit of this church.
It is consecrated by the greater good,
Yes it’s love that’s the spirit of this church.

CHORUS

Original lyrics © 1980 by Tony Larsen
Revised lyrics © 2016 by Elizabeth Alexander and Tony Larsen

Composer Note: It took three ministers plus a minister’s daughter to create this song. It all started in
1878, when Presbyterian minister and hymnwriter Elisha A. Hoffman penned the classic altar call
warhorse, Washed in the Blood. Over a hundred years later, Unitarian Universalist minister Tony Larsen
began leading spirited revivals for religious liberals, setting original lyrics to tunes from well-known
revival songs.

Tony’s new lyric was based on the first line of a church covenant written by Unitarian minister James Vila
Blake in 1894: “Love is the spirit of this church and service is its law. This is our great covenant: to dwell
together in peace, to seek the truth in love, and to help one another.”

Tony’s popular revivals were performed all over the country – including in Madison, Wisconsin, where
this minister’s daughter showed up in 1993 with a baby on one hip and a tambourine on the other.
Twenty-three years later, a commission for the dedication of a new church building offered her the perfect
opportunity to create a revised and full-fledged arrangement of Love is the Spirit of this Church.

Love is the Spirit of this Church exists in two different versions:
SEA-138-00 - Intergenerational Anthem
SEA-138-02 - Old-time Revival version



Thoughtfully, with a very free tempo

Elisha A. Hoffman
Arranged by Elizabeth Alexander

Rev. Tony Larsen &
Elizabeth Alexander

Commissioned by Unitarian Universalist Church of Greater Lansing, L.H. Brown Director of Music
in celebration of the church’s renovated building and enduring mission, with support from the estate of Mary Voelker.

SATB, soloist, piano

Love is the Spirit of this Church

Pno

5

Pno

9

Original lyrics © 1980 by Tony Larsen
Revised lyrics & spoken words © 2016 by Elizabeth Alexander
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Beginning Point #1: Begin here if choir processes. or if minister/speaker has a substantial spoken introduction*
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sa cred al tar is not carved of wood, For it’s love that’s the spir it of this church, It is

sa cred al tar is not carved of wood, For it’s love that’s the spir it of this church of mine, It is

sa cred al tar is not carved of wood, For it’s love that’s the spir it of this church, It is

sa cred al tar is not carved of wood, For it’s love that’s the spir it of this church, It is
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con se cra ted by the great er good, Yes it’s love that’s the spir it of this church. For it’s

con se cra ted by the great er good, Yes it’s love that’s the spir it of this church. For it’s

con se cra ted by the great er good, Yes it’s love that’s the spir it of this church.

con se cra ted by the great er good, Yes it’s love that’s the spir it of this church.
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love, Yes it’s love, For it’s love that’sthe spi rit of this church,

love, Yes it’s love, For it’s love that’sthe spi rit of this church,

For

mf

it’s love, yes it’s love, Oh, the spi rit of this church. Not the

For

mf

it’s love, yes it’s love, Oh, the spi rit of this church. Not the

A
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Oh,

mp Start gettin’ your joy on!

Oh, Oh,

port.

Oh,

mp Start gettin’ your joy on!

Oh, Oh,

walls or stee ple but a gath ered peo ple is what makes up the spi rit of this

walls or stee ple but a gath ered peo ple is what makes up the spi rit of this
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That’s

mf

the spir it! Love is the spir it! That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it!

That’s

mf

the spir it! Love is the spir it! That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it!

church.

first time only

That’s

mf

the spir it! Love is the spir it!

church.

first time only

That’s

mf

the spir it! Love is the spir it!
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Testimony Time! How is love embodied in your church?

Testimonies are freely-offered public professions of personal experience and insight which may take many forms.
Here they are “mini-testimonies,” short statements about love in your religious community. They may be carefully
planned ahead of time or solicited from attendees at your event or worship service. Use a microphone if desired.

REPEAT AD LIB.
After several repetitions, add descant notes. If the spirit moves individual singers to jump to a higher voice part, do it!

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it!

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it!

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it!

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it!

A D7

Individuals speak their testimonies here. For example:

       1. Preaching the gospel of religious tolerance!
       2. Ending homelessness in this city!
       3. Giving all children a good education!
       4. Opening the doors of this church to strangers!
       5. Making our streets safe for people of all races and religions!
       6. Responding to the refugee crisis!
       7. Reforming our criminal justice system!

A D7
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That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it! Oh,

Invite the “Gathered People” to sing along!

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it! Oh, Oh it’s...

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it! Oh,

opt.

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it! Oh,

opt.

Oh it’s
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Oh it’s love, Oh it’s love, Oh,

Solo or Tutti, with remaining sopranos singing with altos

Ha le lu jah!

Oh it’s love, Oh it’s love, That’s thespir it of this church.

Oh it’s love, Oh it’s love, That’s thespir it of this church.

Oh it’s love, Oh it’s love, That’s the spir it of this church.

love, yes it’s love, For it’s love that’s the spir it of this church, Not the

A
D/A A D G7/D D A B7(„ˆˆ9) E E7

Oh,

Tutti:

Oh, Oh,

port.

Oh, Oh, Oh,

Oh, Oh,

Oh, Oh,

walls or stee ple but a gath ered peo ple is what makes up the spi rit of this

A A7 D D©º7 A/E D/E E
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SING THREE TIMES

That’s the spir it! LoveLove is the spir it! That’s the spir it!

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it! That’s the spir it!

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it! That’s the spir it!

That’s the spir it! Love is the spir it! That’s the spir it!

church.

* first time only

A D7 A/C© D

of this church!

Feeling stressed about holding this last note for nearly four measures?
No worries! Just omit a couple of ’em. :-)

of this church!

of this church!

of this church!

A/E D/E A D A D A D A
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