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This Flexible Voicing edition includes three completely different arrangements of this song:
2-part voicing (SA or TB)
3-part voicing (SAB or SSA)
4-part voicing (SATB)

Hear us, O Never-Failing Light,
May our souls be lamps of Thine,
Kindled and illumined by Thee.
May they shine and burn with truth,
And never go out in ashes.
May we be Thy dwelling,
Shining from Thee, shining in Thee.
May we shine and fail not;
May we ever worship Thee.
May we shine forth inwardly
And the light of perpetual faith abide in us.

Mozarabic Easter Eve Blessing of the Paschal Candle

Translation ca. 1862 by William Bright
Adapted Elizabeth Alexander

Hear Us, O Never Failing Light is the first movement in Elizabeth Alexander’s a cappella work Pure
Light Beyond Light: Three Invocations of the Holy. The texts, spanning different times, places and
religious traditions, each express mystery and devotion through the imagery of light, fire and radiance.

Pure Light Beyond Light

Three Invocations of the Holy

Complete SATB work: SEA-133-00

I. Hear Us O Never-Failing Light (Mozarabic blessing)
2-4 part choir: SEA-134-00

II. Luminous Awakening (Hildegard von Bingen)

SATB: SEA-135-00
SSAA: SEA-135-01

III. Holy One, Source of Radiance and Reason (Rob Eller-Isaacs)
SATB or 2-5 part canon: SEA
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Commissioned by Jonathan Kopplin for Bethlehem Academy of Faribault

Hear Us, O Never-Failing Light

Mozarabic Easter Eve prayer

Trans.William Bright

2-part voicing (SA or TB)

With a sense of mystery (J =132-142)
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Hear Us, O Never-Failing Light - Choral Score 3
Hear Us, O Never-Failing Light
3-part voicing (SAB or SSA)
Mozarabic Easter Eve prayer
Trans.William Bright Elizabeth Alexander
With a sense of mystery (J =132-142)
gt — e —
SWog—w—w—(J =1 e 1 F o «io o = | o
Hear us, O Ne-ver - Fail - ing Light; May oursouls be lamps of Thine, kin - dled and il -
9 ﬂ | =< ” I I n | — I + I ]
[ e e s —————
% 5 5 & * - 4 * AN o > 55 &5 & °
Hear us, O Ne-ver - Fail - ing Light; May oursouls. be lamps of Thine, kin - dled and il -
rp
b | 2EEE e ——
Hear us, O Ne-ver - Fail - ing Light, May oursouls be lamps of Thine, kin - dled and il-
)« | — | | | . |
G 0 e e, o - ———=— | | ]
e e e I S . ——
oo ul, . - . . . JJ)Jdd
L 5 o e e e — .' —F F —T F F —F 7z e —
y 4 5 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I T i i— i I
6/)
() u .
R (V. R R I A 13 — e
5] T T 4 |
-lu-men -a - ted by Thee. May they shine and burn with truth, and ne-ver go
NP i e—— g3 —— ]
H—y | | ] Fs L o - v == —— o oo
=S X o - -
-lu-men -a - ted by Thee. May they shine and burn with truth, and ne-ver go
—
o -J'- L i et o —© 7€ it et -1'- ?' TSy f_ -J'- i —2 e oo —
B | I I I ! { — i I ¥ J o c— I = — ——
§ u I I |4 ' |4 — i 1 i 1
-lu-men -a -ted by Thee May they shine and burn_ with truth, and ne-ver go
e e e | | —
o O & ? ﬁ ﬁl 'hl 3 oi 4 2, 4 I! EI
g; . j j . © | = . 4 L4 o
gl —f—f e e to e o F P gf T e o oo o -
7 i I I I | rS 4 I I i ' :4 I I I I I I

© 2018 by Elizabeth Alexander

Seafarer Press / SEA-134-00



Hear Us, O Never-Failing Light - Choral Score

12

Ik e} el el ol
SRR T g ]| 2 R
[ YEE ! ! ! -1
™2 e g ] e et
il - i s il =
il > il > >
N5 g | YRR = .4 R 1S
T 2 e 8 [ YARRES i IR
{1 (0] | (0] o L]
| IS = ol = LK Y
o | o
> > >
TN s T s L S TN |
i m i m f.llll m f.
1 T 1 1
1 B ) 5 5 Al
N ..W ..W QL 1W aﬁ QL
> > >
| = e B Wl = <
= = Ml B M
T 2 i 8 ol 8 0T 'y
T m m w o m T 'y
L& Ty &1l 8 +vn Wl
S p= >
nUbn) nuk N N
an % T 8 Al 4 §n
1 1 1
Vi T
= HH < . = L .
- a 2 M || @ L JE\EEY
.8 N B=! ol .8 T e
T _ .«
- = 3
il w ] o Jill S N|A_ Q
AN AN L uL AN L
N9 N o N |
/ .\
%) <« m

g ~ ~C ~C
<= <= = 0
= I |o = ol | £ olo} 0
2 2. - -y N
e e o
2 v 8 (Yl S TN o
] « s L Y 1) ol
5 5 5
T = e = o g v o
1 1 1
R = ™ 2 WU 2 T ol
= i1 (Y = ni Y [ VAN
e ] e e ]
= v 2 (ML E (I
-] =] e
° e 2 8 O L
o o o
e _ i )
1 | | 1
ﬁ.vv n
g n = = ]
2 A~ M S b
< T <= N <= e 4
= = =
e
[
g T .§ N E TTe
& & &
= e = (1N = e el
w2 L w2 L w2
B = m = M | = TN 0 ||
= = =
e f _
e LY g ] 5 ool
= = 3=
& ™2 el 2 1 ol
< < =
= N = ol E 0 o
3 & & = &Ml & i
Tl My I,
i i B ™ i
SN N chl, 4
< m

Seafarer Press / SEA-134-00



Opal Palmer Adisa, poet « Paul Adams, technological hero - Stephen Alexander, lyric consultant < Ginny Allen,
Agile coach and friend « The great people at American Composers Forum « Yehuda Amichai, poet  A. R.
Ammons, poet « Jennifer Anderson, conductor and composer advocate « Scott Bates, poet « Abbie Betinis,
initiator of collaborative endeavors - Beth Norton, conductor and composer advocate + Dennis Blubaugh, more
than just a music dealer « Michael deVernon Boblett, poet + Edna Busby, my first piano teacher « Ray

E’radbury, ter /lu ustin rza trarzs tor /Vorbe t Capek, minister and advocate for religious freedom
Jessica C’or mimings, poet « Philip Dacey, poet + Catherine

Dalton, composer and serum partner E’mz lc/arzsorz poet « Evelyn Dudley, poet and caregiver « Rob

Eller- ]saacs m t’wwwm and eomposer advocate + Ralph Waldo Emerson,
phllosopher ouis g writesds Davld vans, poet « Sophia Lyon Fahs, writer « Richard /M.
Fewkes, mz:i h ai m z Gallagher, composer and teacher » Paul Gerike,
proofreade m r ﬁg g fe f Graphite Marketplace - Steve Harper, just about
everything ﬁue ﬁﬁ b e - Edie Hill, composer and friend - Langston Hughes, poet - Margaret
and George iﬁefﬁ ey, piano technician « Karel Husa, composer and teacher « David
Jgnatow, poet - Kabir, mystic « Linda Kachelmeier, composer and scrum partner « Ruth Palmer, conductor and
composer advocate + Joan Wolf Prefontaine, poet + Paul Rardin, conductor and composer advocate + Kalidasa,

poet « Steve Kaul, recording engineer - e, S0ren Kierkegaard, philosopher and poet
Dorothy Knost, piano teacher + - Ben Krywosz, artistic director of Nautilus
N

Music-Theater « Denise Levertov, poet + George Ella Lyon, poet
Jonathan Machen, artist « Ruth MacKenzie, collaborative
vocalist « Dawna B arkova, writer « Anne Matlack,
conductor and B composer advocate + Nancy Menk,
conductor ang g8 composer advocate + Edna St. Vincent
Millay, B poet + Jane Ramseyer Miller,
conductor, composer, social activist
« Joe Mish, conductor and composer

d'someof it

Gerald Rich, poet « Carl Sandburg, poet
'iernemser and
f'rzerzd King Sigismund 7)), religious
¥ reformer < Ann Silsbee, composer, poet and
P- friend - Simon Alexander-Adams, sounding
board, fellow creative, and awesome son
Steven Stucky, composer and teacher
Rabindranath Tagore, poet « Sister Peronne
Marie Thibert, teacher and writer « Oliver
Alexander-Adams, unconventional thinker and
light of my life « Howard Thurman, civil rights
leader and writer « Everyone whose work supports
the Association for Unitarian Universalist Music
Winistries « Charles Varney, high school choral director
a Vonhuben, illustrator and graphic designer « Nancy White, poet
John Greenleaf Whittier, poet - Theodore Chickering Williams, poet » Daniel Winter, pianist and
teacher » Nancy Wood, poet « Yehudi Wyner, composer and teacher

This page has been intentionally omitted.
(You know why.) A complete perusal score may be
purchased through any music store or dealer.

bt e

Oeafarer Press

The Music of Elizabeth Alexander
www.seafarerpress.com



Hear Us, O Never-Failing Light - Choral Score

Hear Us, O Never-Failing Light

Mozarabic Easter Eve prayer

4-part voicing (SATB)

Trans. William Bright Elizabeth Alexander
With a sense of mystery ( J= 132-142)
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About the text:

In the 8" century the Iberian Peninsula came under Islamic rule, causing many Christians and Jews to
migrate north. Among those who remained were the Mozarabic Christians, who flourished around
Toledo and Cordoba. Over the next three centuries, this coexistence would lead to a dynamic blending
of cultures. Many Mozarabs and Muslims intermarried, observed each other’s holidays, translated and
studied each other’s sacred books, and in some cases even shared houses of worship.

Over time, the Mozarabs developed their own distinct prayers, chants and
liturgy. The blessing of the Paschal candle on Easter Eve was a Mozarabic
ritual not practiced by Roman Catholics, one whose rich imagery suggests a
culture all its own.

The Iberian Peninsula’s comfortable distance from Rome kept the
Vatican’s powerful arm at bay until the 11™ century, when Pope Gregory
VII set out to destroy what he called “The Toledo Heresy.” Papal forces
drove the Muslims out of the region and abolished all Mozarabic practices,
replacing them with those of Rome. Today the Mozarabic rite is still
celebrated by a handful of devotees, including a Mozarabic brotherhood in
Toledo and a Poor Claire community in Madrid.

Cover image by AllAnd
Licensed by Shutterstock
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