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Fighting Over What We Believe

Talking left, talking right, talking far into the night,
Splitting hairs, splitting up, splitting off,

Less and more, rich and poor, what to address, what to ignore,
What are we really fighting for?

Persuade, coerce, convene, disperse, accept or curse?
Deny, confess, condemn or bless?

Who lives? Who dies?
My truth! Your lies!

Bring in, shut out, what’s that all about?
Who gives out retribution and grace?

What to keep, what to spend,
What to give and what to lend?
Some have not, some have a lot:

Can we learn to share the things we’ve got?

I see us fighting over what we believe; how to love and how to pray.
We begin with hope and resolve and dreams, and end up fighting over what we believe.

I see us fighting over what we believe, leaving spirits poor and lonely. 
I want to use my fighting spirit in a different way instead of fighting over what we believe.

I want to wrestle with the angel ’til the light of dawn,
And struggle with my need for pride.

I want to take on my tendency to turn my head,
And grapple with why it feels so hard to gently lay our differences aside. 

We all believe in justice. Let’s talk about what that looks like.
And we believe in compassion. Let’s look at what that really means.

We believe in the holy work of listening, to every voice.
Let’s start our conversation there,

Instead of fighting over what we believe; it wears us down and wears us out. 
We have eyes to see, we have ears to hear, we have hands that long to give and receive.

I see us fighting over what we believe, leaving spirits poor and lonely.
I want to use my fighting spirit in a different way instead of fighting over what we believe.

Divide, unite, exclude, invite, day, night, wrong, right, no end in sight...

We all believe in justice... Let’s talk about what that looks like.

Copyright 2012 by Elizabeth Alexander

Fighting Over What We Believe is a compassionate meditation on social and political conflict, with a
compelling dialogue of voices and a “call to action” refrain. Dialogue is a key element of this song, with
back-and-forth exchanges between singers reflecting the active engagement present in all powerful
conversations. In the intergenerational arrangements of this song, a dialogue is created between adult and youth
choirs. In the adult choir arrangements, this dialogue is created by multiple short solos scattered throughout.

To download a free bass part, visit
www.elizabethalexander.com/works/fighting-over-what-we-believe
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*  The distribution of the solos is intentionally flexible, so that ensembles may adapt this song to suit

     their performance circumstances.  Some ensembles may wish to have 2-4 soloists, but some may

                    wish to assign each solo line to a different singer, resulting in up to 20 soloists.
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mf

all be lieve in

side, a side, a side. We

mf

all be lieve in

mf

Solo 16

Let’s talk a bout what that looks like, *

jus tice, And we be

jus tice, And we be

jus tice, And we be

mf

* Yes, the notes in m.80 are different than those that will occur in mm.142-143.

       And no, it’s not a typo. This phrase is faster, with a little extra attitude.
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82

    Solos

S I

S II

A

86

S I

S II

A

Solo 17

Let’s look at what that real ly means,

lieve in com pas sion.

lieve in com pas sion.

lieve in com pas sion.

We

p warmly

be lieve in the ho ly work of lis ten ing, to

We

p warmly

be lieve in the ho ly work of lis ten ing, to

We

p warmly

be lieve in the ho ly work of lis ten ing to

We

p warmly

be lieve in the ho ly work of lis ten ing to

p subito
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90

    Solos

S I

S II

A

94

S I

S II

A

ev’

Solo 18
mp

ry voice.

ev’ ry, ev’ ry voice.

ev’ ry, ev’ ry voice.

ev’ ry, ev’ ry voice.

ev’ ry, ev’ ry voice. Let’s start

Let’s start there, Let’s start

Let’s start there, let’s start

Let’s start there, Let’s start there, let’s start

there, Let’s start there, let’s start
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98

    Solos

S I

S II

A

102

    Solos

S I

S II

A

Solo 19*

Bring

mf

in, shut out, what’s that all a bout? Who

Solo 20*

gives out re tri bu tion and grace?

Solo 21*

What to

there, let’s start there, let’s start

there, let’s start there, start there, let’s start

there, let’s start there, let’s start there, let’s start

keep, what to spend, what to give and what to lend, Who’s my neigh bor, who’s my friend?

there, let’s start there, let’s start there,

there, let’s start there, let’s start there,

there, let’s start there, start there,

* If desired, some choir members may be asked to join the soloists in measures 98-105.

          This can be especially valuable if the soloists are not using microphones.
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106

S I

S II

A

D
110

S I

S II

A

Let’s

mf

start our con ver sa tion there, in

p

stead of

Let’s

mf

start our con ver sa tion there, in

p

stead of

Let’s

mf

start our con ver sa tion there, in

p

stead of

in

p

stead of

mf

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, it wears us down and wears us out,

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, it wears us down and wears us out,

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, it wears us down and wears us out,

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, it wears us down and wears us out,

mp
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113

S I

S II

A

116

S I

S II

A

We have eyes to see, we have ears to hear, we have hands

We have eyes to see, we have ears to hear, we have hands

We have eyes to see, we have ears to hear, we have hands

We have eyes to see, we have ears to hear, we have hands

that long to give and re ceive, I see us

that long to give and re ceive, I see us

that long to give and re ceive, I see us

that long to give and re ceive, I see us
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119

S I

S II

A

122

S I

S II

A

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, leav ing spi rits poor and lone

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, leav ing spi rits poor and lone

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, leav ing spi rits poor and lone

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, leav ing spi rits poor and lone

ly, I want to use

mf

my fight ing spir it in a diff’ rent way in stead of

ly, I want to use

mf

my fight ing spir it in a diff’ rent way in stead of

ly, I want to use

mf

my fight ing spir it in a diff’ rent way in stead of

ly, I want to use

mf

my fight ing spir it in a diff’ rent way in stead of

mf
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E
125

S I

S II

A

128

S I

S II

A

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, I’m

mp

tired of fightfight ing o ver what we be lieve,

fight ing o ver what we be lieve,

fight ing o ver what we be lieve, fight

p subito

ing o ver what we be lieve,

p subito

p

fight ing o ver what we be lieve,

Don’t

mp

want no more of fight ing o ver what we be lieve,

Just

mp

say no to
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S I

S II

A

ritardando
140

meno mosso 

All

right, no end in sight.

f

We all be lieve in jus tice,

right, no end in sight.

f

We all be lieve in jus tice,

o ver what we be lieve,

f

We all be lieve in jus tice,

Let’s

pp

talk a bout what that looks like. *

lunga

p

lunga

Despite the ritardando, the meno mosso, and the pianissimo, the last vocal note should not be held beyond its written value.

                             The final vocal line is determined and unsentimental, and its cut off clean and strong.

Nancy Grundahl, who conducted the premiere, asked the singers to slowly close their folders and hold them by their side

     during measures 140-141, looking straight at the audience while they sang the last two measures. It made the ending

       quite powerful.  Choirs planning to perform this song using music might consider this or another dramatic effect.
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