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No One Gets a Program
 

“Van het concert des levens krijgt niemand een program.” - Dutch proverb

(“In the concert of life, no one gets a program.”)

The world was making music long before I joined the show,
I still have lots to learn, but there is one thing that I know:
No one gets a program in the concert hall of life.

You never see the music, you never see the text,
You know you’re on when someone hollers: Honey, you’re up next!
No one gets a program in the concert hall of life.

Sometimes you’ll find your courage, sometimes you’ll lose your nerve,
Sometimes you won’t be ready when life pitches you a curve:
No one gets a program in the concert hall of life.

In all my years of living, there’s one thing that I’ve learned:
You never know when you’re gonna get burned.
No one has the brain or intuition
To predict the Spanish Inquisition.
No one, no one, no one!

Sometimes you’re suddenly dancing a waltz,
And when you’re just getting used to it,
Out of the blue comes a polka – grab a partner! – 
Enjoy it while you can, for it won’t last forever.
There will be days when you sing songs of praise,
There will be elegies, there will be lullabies.

So tap your feet, and take it in, and sing along, my friend,
Enjoy it while you can, ’cause you don’t know when it will end.
No one gets a program in this concert hall.
There is no dress rehearsal or a crystal ball.
But everyone who sings their heart out gets a curtain call.
There’s an opening in the chorus.

Come and join us in the concert hall of life.
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Composer Note: No one gets a program for this song — and that includes the composer herself! 
Performers may take liberties with any aspect of performance, from small vocal nuances and
ornamentations all the way to improvised riffs and unabashed cadenzas. Although this song is
written as a vocal duet, there’s no reason a solo singer couldn’t take this on, and also no reason a
bevy of singers couldn’t sing it. Similarly, instrumentation possibilities include anything from a solo
pianist to any assortment of warm-bodied players.
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Songs of Elizabeth Alexander

 * The Eternal One (Ralph Waldo Emerson, adapted) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-093-00  

 Die Gedanken Sind Frei (16th c. German protest song, arr.) [duet] alto, baritone, piano . . . . SEA-087-01  

 A Garret of Old Playthings (Carl Sandburg) soprano and piano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-028-00  

 I Write This Poem Out of Darkness (George Ella Lyon) SSA trio, flute, violin, piano . . . . . SEA-024-01  

 * A Love Like That (Hafiz, translated/adapted by Daniel Ladinsky) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-094-00  

 * I’ll Tell You a Story, then... (Nancy White) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-069-00  

 Jó! (The Edict of Torda) SSA trio or ensemble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-092-00  

 My Aunt Gives Me a Clarinet Lesson (Gregory Djanikian)

     soprano, flute, clarinet, violin, cello, piano, percussion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-053-00  

 No One Gets a Program (Riff on a Dutch proverb) [duet] low voice, medium voice, piano . SEA-095-07  

 * Oath Taking (Opal Palmer Adisa) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-073-00  

 On the Edge of the Water (E. Alexander) low voice, piano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-083-00  

 So Many Corners (Rose Ausländer) soprano, piano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-040-00  

 So Many Corners (Rose Ausländer) soprano, chamber orchestra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-040-01  

 * Sleep Song (Ann Silsbee) soprano, piano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-061-00  

 * The Gospel Isn’t Written In the Bible Alone (E. Alexander) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-082-00  

 Three Rose Auslander Songs (R. Ausländer) soprano, strings, percussion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-040-05  

 Trouble in a Minnesota Town (Neal Bowers) baritone, piano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEA-047-00  

* Titles without specific voice type exist in multiple voicings (low, medium and high).

For a complete catalog of vocal, choral, piano, chamber and orchestral music,

including recordings and score excerpts, visit:
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