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Jump!

“Go to the edge of the cliff and jump off.
Build your wings on the way down.”

- Ray Bradbury

From an interview in the Brown Daily Herald, March 24, 1995
© by Ray Bradbury. Used by permission of the author.

Composer’s Note:

The musical parameters given to me by Northfield Youth Chorus were few and open-ended, exactly the
kind of commission that offers a composer both structure and freedom:  a treble choir, a handful of
auxiliary instruments, and the following theme: “To remember and renew.” At  first I considered the
sounds of history and change. Minnesota’s big woods, families, main streets, factories, wind farms...
Perhaps a collage of nature, wind, voices, and machines?

As often happens, my initial idea went nowhere. It just sat there, week after week. But during
that time I kept asking myself: What comes between remembrance and renewal? What makes
authentic renewal happen?

It wasn’t until I happened to take an airplane trip that this piece finally “took off.” As I looked
down at the clouds, I remembered Ray Bradbury’s pithy quote about taking risks: “Go to the
edge of the cliff and jump off. Build your wings on the way down.” Aha, I thought, that’s it!
Leaps of courage. Blind faith. Guts.

In the end, I surprised myself (and the choir!) by asking the singers to sing just one word:
“jump!” Within this small syllable lies a plethora of phonetic possibilities, like “j,” “uh,”
“um,” and of course, the final “p.” Using only these vocal building blocks, I created a sonic
landscape tracing Bradbury’s journey from solid ground to thin air, as the chorus considers,
hesitates, jumps, falls — and finally flies!

Jump may be performed with string quartet OR with piano accompaniment.
In either case, choir members sing from the Choral Score

Conductor’s Score (SSA and string quartet): SEA-090-00
Choral Score (SSA and piano): SEA-090-04

String Quartet Parts: SEA-090-02 / Download string parts free at www.seafarerpress.com/works/jump



       Ray Bradbury

(q = 120) Tense, energetic, alive

Jump!

Elizabeth Alexander

Part 1:  In which our heros contemplate the jump

SSA and string quartet version © 2009 by Elizabeth Alexander
SSA and piano version © 2020 by Elizabeth Alexander

Commissioned by Northfield Youth Chorus, in celebration of its 50th Anniversary

SSA, narrator and string quartet
OR

SSA, narrator and piano

     Piano

* All sung lyrics are derived from the word “jump,” so each individual word component should be pronounced as it is
in the complete word.  For examplte, the “j” sound will contain a tiny hint of “uh”.
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31 Senza misura
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C
a tempo

Part 2:  In which our heros take steps to undertake said jump.
            (Two steps forward and one step back, that is.)
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Pianist, in the string quartet version, this gesture is a long cello glissando. Take your time and enjoy it!
 The fingerings are for left hand only, but feel free to divide the scale between both hands if you prefer.
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D A tempo
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E
Part 3:  In which our heros come close to deciding
    that jumping off a cliff is a seriously bad idea.
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F Part 4:  In which our heros decide it’s now or never!
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and creativity went 
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music to you...
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












H
Part 5:  In which our heros’ wings make their appearance,
                      as foreshadowed in measure 17.
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Piano
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mp ethereal, of course
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mp ethereal, of course
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mp ethereal, of course

mp

 ethereal, of course

mp

,

ah

p

(m),

ah

p

(m),

ah

p

(m)

(ah)

One by one, singers slide down to the lower end of their ranges,
beginning all new glissandos in the middle of their ranges.

gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss.

All glissandos finally end on D:

gliss.

(m)

p

p
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Epilogue:  In which one last hero take a courageous leap into thin air.

90

Senza misura

Solo

Tutti

Piano

93

Tutti

Piano

4
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4
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4

4

4

4

4

4

4

,

juh (m)

gliss.

(m)

Whispered:

(pah!) *

schmaltzissmo

* Singers are usually encouraged to maintain a perfectly composed posture after a cut-off.  But in this case, you’re not just
a singer; you’re also an actor. Your job is to convey to the audience that you’re a bit exhausted, delighted and relieved.
After all, you’ve just gotten your courage up, jumped off a cliff, aquired wings, and landed safely!  What would that look like?

Jump! (SSA, narrator, string quartet) - Choral Score
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