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I’ll Go Alone

I’ll go alone if I have to.

If you’re behind me when I begin this journey, stay there, for you will only hinder me.
I’1l go alone if I have to.

My footprints will vanish from this trail someday,
but the seeds that I sow will remain and grow.

The fragrance from the fruit that is borne will draw those who hunger and thirst,
those who seek God in Spirit and Truth —

I’ll go alone if I have to.

For at the end of this journey waits a festive table filled
with blessings and prayers that I prayed and had forgotten.
Have your fill of these blessings!

Oh, I am tired from the journey, and Jesus bids me rest,
and I will sit on the porch of the kingdom,
and realize the destination was no more important than the journey.

I’ll go alone if I have to. On this journey, I’ll go alone.

Original text 1998 © by Evelyn K. Dudley
Adapted text by Elizabeth Alexander, for use in musical setting only

Original reflection by Evelyn Dudley

I’ll go alone if I have to. I’ll lay aside every sin and weight which so easily beset me. So if you’re behind me
when I begin this journey, stay there, for you will only hinder me.

In my basket, in case you are wondering, are seeds to be sown. You see, this is a road less traveled and only a
few they’ll be that will find it. My footprints will someday vanish from this trail, but the seeds I sow will grow
and bear fruit that will remain. The fragrance from this fruit will draw hungry souls to sojourn with me, as we
all seek God in Spirit and Truth.

Dust from this road tempts my thirst, but it is not mere water that I thirst for. The cup of destiny contains the
substance that will quench my thirst, so only from destiny’s cup will I drink.

Eternity has allowed me only a few moments in time, so I must be about my Father’s business and find my way
back to where I belong. My steps are ordered towards a destination that has been waiting for me since the
laying of the world’s foundation. If I deviate from this journey, I’ll only delay my arrival.

Although my feet are shod with preparation, they still grow weary, so I must stand on the promises of God to
gain strength for miles of this road left untrodden.

At the end of this journey waits a festive table filled with blessings and prayers that I prayed and had forgotten.
Have your fill of these blessings! Divide them among my progeny to the fourth and fifth generation. For along
the way, ’ve eaten of bread you know not of. I am full.

Tired from my journey, Jesus bids me to rest and extends His hands with an invitation. I’ll gladly accept and sit
on the porch of the Kingdom to recap my travels, and realize that this journey was just as important as the
destination.

© 1998 by Evelyn K. Dudley. Used by permission of the author



Originally commissioned for TTBB voices by Cincinnati Men's Chorus, Patrick Coyle conductor

SATB version created in 2022 for La Cacchina (Carling FitzSimmons, conductor) and Constellation Men's Ensemble
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SATB and soloists, a cappella
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I’ll Go Alone

Words by Evelyn K. Dudley
Music by Elizabeth Alexander

Composer Note: When Cincinnati Men’s Chorus asked me to compose a song for a concert honoring
strong women, the director suggested that the song celebrate the life and spirit of Coretta Scott King. I
was excited about the commission but I had no idea how to begin. How could I compose a tribute to her
that would spring directly from my own heart and experience?

Nevertheless I dove right into the project, educating myself about King’s life and words. While this
deepened my understanding of the civil rights leader, I was unable to find a wholly authentic way to
bring my compositional voice to her work, loss, strength and vision.

One day it occurred to me to call singer and civil rights leader Dorothy Cotton. Years earlier she and I
had attended the same church in Ithaca, NY, where we had performed together several times. Dorothy
offered to mail me a program from King’s memorial service, at which she had spoken. Not surprisingly,
the program itself featured many prominent speakers and musicians. But the program’s insert was
somewhat unusual; it contained a piece of writing by Evelyn K. Dudley, King’s caregiver during the last
year of her life.

The writing was not about King; in fact it had been written years before the two women ever met. It was
Dudley’s own personal testimony and manifesto about faith, hardship, tenacity, service, and courage,
written during a particularly difficult period in her life. Her words spoke to the struggle of everyone who
carries on despite pain, suffering, and loneliness, be they rich or poor, famous or unsung.

I knew instantly that I had found the perfect text for the song, and the chorus agreed. Crafting Dudley’s
words into a song became a labor of love.

Evelyn K. Dudley was born one of eight children in 1959 in Americus, Georgia, in a house built by her
grandfather. Her father’s service in the army brought her family to Hartford, Connecticut, where she
spent most of her early years.

Born with a severely dislocated hip, Dudley had six surgeries before the age of twelve, spending many
months on crutches and in wheelchairs, re-learning to walk after each operation. She received loving
care from doctors, nurses, and family, an experience which led her to her vocation as a caregiver. She
wrote poetry in her teens in response to these early experiences. During another difficult time in her life
in 1997, Dudley deliberately crafted a testimony laying out her faith, resilience and purpose in life. In
future years she often used that piece of writing as a touchstone and source of strength.

In the final year of Coretta Scott King’s life, Dudley worked as King’s primary caregiver, a job which
she considered a great honor. After King’s death in 2006 Dudley shared her personal testimony with
King’s family, who chose to include the writing as an insert in the memorial service program.

Dudley’s life work has included volunteering through her church and at The Atlanta Collaborative
Kitchen, a project of Atlanta Community Food Bank and Project Open Hands. An honors graduate of
culinary arts school, she is the proud mother of two grown children and one grandchild. She currently
lives in Sumter, SC.
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