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A Garret of Old Playthings

Upstairs

I too have a garret of old playthings.

I have tin soldiers with broken arms upstairs.

I have wagons with the wheels gone upstairs.

I have guns and a drum, and a jumping jack and a magic lantern.
And dust is on them, and I never look at them upstairs.

I too have a garret of old playthings.

God is No Gentleman

God gets up in the morning and says, "Another day?"

God goes to work every day at regular hours.

God is no gentleman, for God puts on overalls and gets dirty
running the universe we know about and several other
universes nobody knows about but Him.

Changing Light Winds Spring Grass

Changing light winds Spring grass, there is a dance to be danced for you.
blew over the sea, Come up, spring grass, if only for young feet.
came blue, came gold, Come up, spring grass, young feet ask you.

came silver with spray,
came white in dreamsnow
with long foam feathers,
long sleepy snowfalls,
then gray over the flats

an overcast of monotone--
night and stars a while
then night and no stars.

Smell of the young spring grass,

You're a mascot riding on the wind horses.
You came to my nose and spiffed me.
This is your lucky year.

Young spring grass just after the winter,
Shoots of the big green whisper of the year,
Come up, if only for young feet.

Come up, young feet ask you.

1 Sang

I sang to you and the moon
But only the moon remembers.
I sang
O reckless free-hearted free-throated rhythms,
Even the moon remembers them and is kind to me

“Upstairs” from Cornhuskers by Carl Sandburg, © 1918 by Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., © 1946 by Carl
Sandburg, by permission of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

“God is No Gentleman” from Honey and Salt, © 1963 by Carl Sandburg, by permission of Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, Inc.

“Changing Light Winds” from The Complete Poems of Carl Sandburg; renewed 1978 by Margaret Sandburg, Helga
Sandburg Crile and Janet Sandburg, by permission of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

“Spring Grass” from Good Morning, America, © 1928, 1956 by Carl Sandburg by permission of Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, Inc.

“I Sang” from Chicago Poems by Carl Sandburg; © 1916 by Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc. © 1944 by Carl
Sandburg, by permission of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.
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Jessica C’or mimings, poet « Philip Dacey, poet + Catherine

Dalton, composer and serum partner E’mz lc/arzsorz poet « Evelyn Dudley, poet and caregiver « Rob

Eller- ]saacs m t’wwwm and eomposer advocate + Ralph Waldo Emerson,
phllosopher ouis g writesds Davld vans, poet « Sophia Lyon Fahs, writer « Richard /M.
Fewkes, mz:i h ai m z Gallagher, composer and teacher » Paul Gerike,
proofreade m r ﬁg g fe f Graphite Marketplace - Steve Harper, just about
everything ﬁue ﬁﬁ b e - Edie Hill, composer and friend - Langston Hughes, poet - Margaret
and George iﬁefﬁ ey, piano technician « Karel Husa, composer and teacher « David
Jgnatow, poet - Kabir, mystic « Linda Kachelmeier, composer and scrum partner « Ruth Palmer, conductor and
composer advocate + Joan Wolf Prefontaine, poet + Paul Rardin, conductor and composer advocate + Kalidasa,

poet « Steve Kaul, recording engineer - e, S0ren Kierkegaard, philosopher and poet
Dorothy Knost, piano teacher + - Ben Krywosz, artistic director of Nautilus
N

Music-Theater « Denise Levertov, poet + George Ella Lyon, poet
Jonathan Machen, artist « Ruth MacKenzie, collaborative
vocalist « Dawna B arkova, writer « Anne Matlack,
conductor and B composer advocate + Nancy Menk,
conductor ang g8 composer advocate + Edna St. Vincent
Millay, B poet + Jane Ramseyer Miller,
conductor, composer, social activist
« Joe Mish, conductor and composer

d'someof it

Gerald Rich, poet « Carl Sandburg, poet
'iernemser and
f'rzerzd King Sigismund 7)), religious
¥ reformer < Ann Silsbee, composer, poet and
P- friend - Simon Alexander-Adams, sounding
board, fellow creative, and awesome son
Steven Stucky, composer and teacher
Rabindranath Tagore, poet « Sister Peronne
Marie Thibert, teacher and writer « Oliver
Alexander-Adams, unconventional thinker and
light of my life « Howard Thurman, civil rights
leader and writer « Everyone whose work supports
the Association for Unitarian Universalist Music
Winistries « Charles Varney, high school choral director
a Vonhuben, illustrator and graphic designer « Nancy White, poet
John Greenleaf Whittier, poet - Theodore Chickering Williams, poet » Daniel Winter, pianist and
teacher » Nancy Wood, poet « Yehudi Wyner, composer and teacher
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than just a music dealer « Michael deVernon Boblett, poet + Edna Busby, my first piano teacher « Ray

E’radbury, ter /lu ustin rza trarzs tor /Vorbe t Capek, minister and advocate for religious freedom
Jessica C’or mimings, poet « Philip Dacey, poet + Catherine

Dalton, composer and serum partner E’mz lc/arzsorz poet « Evelyn Dudley, poet and caregiver « Rob

Eller- ]saacs m t’wwwm and eomposer advocate + Ralph Waldo Emerson,
phllosopher ouis g writesds Davld vans, poet « Sophia Lyon Fahs, writer « Richard /M.
Fewkes, mz:i h ai m z Gallagher, composer and teacher » Paul Gerike,
proofreade m r ﬁg g fe f Graphite Marketplace - Steve Harper, just about
everything ﬁue ﬁﬁ b e - Edie Hill, composer and friend - Langston Hughes, poet - Margaret
and George iﬁefﬁ ey, piano technician « Karel Husa, composer and teacher « David
Jgnatow, poet - Kabir, mystic « Linda Kachelmeier, composer and scrum partner « Ruth Palmer, conductor and
composer advocate + Joan Wolf Prefontaine, poet + Paul Rardin, conductor and composer advocate + Kalidasa,

poet « Steve Kaul, recording engineer - e, S0ren Kierkegaard, philosopher and poet
Dorothy Knost, piano teacher + - Ben Krywosz, artistic director of Nautilus
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Music-Theater « Denise Levertov, poet + George Ella Lyon, poet
Jonathan Machen, artist « Ruth MacKenzie, collaborative
vocalist « Dawna B arkova, writer « Anne Matlack,
conductor and B composer advocate + Nancy Menk,
conductor ang g8 composer advocate + Edna St. Vincent
Millay, B poet + Jane Ramseyer Miller,
conductor, composer, social activist
« Joe Mish, conductor and composer
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Gerald Rich, poet « Carl Sandburg, poet
'iernemser and
f'rzerzd King Sigismund 7)), religious
¥ reformer < Ann Silsbee, composer, poet and
P- friend - Simon Alexander-Adams, sounding
board, fellow creative, and awesome son
Steven Stucky, composer and teacher
Rabindranath Tagore, poet « Sister Peronne
Marie Thibert, teacher and writer « Oliver
Alexander-Adams, unconventional thinker and
light of my life « Howard Thurman, civil rights
leader and writer « Everyone whose work supports
the Association for Unitarian Universalist Music
Winistries « Charles Varney, high school choral director
a Vonhuben, illustrator and graphic designer « Nancy White, poet
John Greenleaf Whittier, poet - Theodore Chickering Williams, poet » Daniel Winter, pianist and
teacher » Nancy Wood, poet « Yehudi Wyner, composer and teacher
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A Garret of Old Playthings (high voice, piano) - Piano-Vocal Score
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Composer Note:

Halfway through my sophomore year in college I started skipping music theory class. It wasn’t that |
disliked music theory — I LOVE music theory! — but many classes were devoted to reviewing material |
already knew and I was bored. Cutting class wouldn’t have been a big deal at a large university, but The
College of Wooster had a small, engaged, teaching-focused music department. After a few weeks my
theory professor had a little chat about my absences with composition professor Jack Gallagher, and
together they came up with a special proposal for me. I would be officially exempted from attending
certain “review-oriented” classes if I would write a series of theory-based composition exercises.

This was, of course, “an offer I couldn’t refuse,” which was perfectly fine with me because I didn’t want
to refuse. Those modest exercises eventually became 4 Garret of Old Playthings. 1 wrote them for my
friend Janet Youngdahl, who brought her pure soprano voice and wide-open heart to the songs’
premiere.

By the end of the school year I was attending all the music theory classes again — we were studying
20th-century theory by then and I didn’t want to miss a single beat! — and I had decided to declare a
major in music composition. All in all, I’d say it was a pretty good bargain.

Cover Image: “Antique Toys” by Beth Dix
Used by permission of the artist. All rights reserved.
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Songs of Elizabeth Alexander

*The Eternal One (Ralph Waldo Emerson, adapted) ............................... SEA-093-00
Die Gedanken Sind Frei (16" c. German protest song, att.) /duet] alto, baritone, piano . ... SEA-087-01
A Garret of Old Playthings (Carl Sandburg) soprano and piano ...................... SEA-028-00
I Write This Poem Out of Darkness (George Ella Lyon) SSA trio, flute, violin, piano . . ... SEA-024-01
* A Love Like That (Hafiz, translated/adapted by Daniel Ladinsky) ................... SEA-094-00
* Il Tell You a Story, then... Nancy White) ........ ... .. . i i, SEA-069-00
Jo! (The Edict of Torda) SSA trioorensemble ......... .. .. .. .. . ... SEA-092-00

My Aunt Gives Me a Clarinet Lesson (Gregory Djanikian)
soprano, flute, clarinet, violin, cello, piano, percussion .. ......... ..., SEA-053-00

No One Gets a Program (Riff on a Dutch proverb) /duet/ low voice, medium voice, piano . SEA-095-07

* Oath Taking (Opal Palmer Adisa) ... e SEA-073-00
On the Edge of the Water (E. Alexander) low voice, piano ............. ... ... ..., SEA-083-00
So Many Corners (Rose Auslinder) soprano, piano ............. ..., SEA-040-00
So Many Corners (Rose Auslinder) soprano, chamber orchestra . ..................... SEA-040-01
* Sleep Song (Ann Silsbee) soprano, plano ... SEA-061-00
* The Gospel Isn’t Written In the Bible Alone (E. Alexander) ........................ SEA-082-00
Three Rose Auslander Songs (R. Auslinder) soprano, strings, percussion ............... SEA-040-05
Trouble in a Minnesota Town (Neal Bowers) baritone, piano ........................ SEA-047-00

* Titles without specific voice type exist in multiple voicings (low, medinm and high).

For a complete catalog of vocal, choral, piano, chamber and orchestral music,

including recordings and score excerpts, visit:

Oeafarer “Press

www.seafarerpress.com




	SEA-028-00 - A Garret of Old Playthings (high voice, piano) - cover.pdf
	SEA-028-00 - A Garret of Old Playthings (high voice, piano) - prefatory page.pdf
	SEA-028-00 - A Garret of Old Playthings (high voice, piano) - music.pdf
	SEA-028-00 - A Garret of Old Playthings (high voice, piano) - inside back page.pdf
	BACK PAGE - Vocal

