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ABOUT THE CLAVES PART:

The claves are played during the chorus of this song. They may either be played like this:

Or with the measures reversed, like this:

If you’d like to add bass and/or marimba during the “CLAVES” sections, they may play the
pianist’s left and right hand parts, respectively.

Composer Note: If You Can Walk You Can Dance was commissioned by Farmington High School
Friends of Music in honor of Scott Campbell, the district’s Teacher of the Year. During his twenty-five
year tenure, Scott not only built a stellar music program in the high school where he worked, but
also fostered strong programs in the elementary and middle schools.

During a conversation early in the process of composition, he spoke to me about the role of
music in his life and in his students’ lives. He was proud that at every school concert one of the
teachers would lead all concert attendees in lively “group singing.” And he shared that his
favorite song was How Can I Keep From Singing, which he himself had sung at his father’s
funeral a few years earlier.

In keeping with Farmington’s “group singing” tradition, the music teachers requested that If You
Can Walk You Can Dance include a sing-along part for the audience, which I gladly provided.
(The “group talking” was an extra idea of my own!)

Special thanks Molly MacMillan for sharing
her knowledge and love of Latin jazz,

as well as her creative spirit.

Cover art created by the composer
using images by Simple Line, Valenty,

and OneLineStock.com.
Licensed by Shutterstock.
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sempre senza pedale

If

mp smoothly, sempre legato

you can walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

If

mp smoothly, sempre legato

you can walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

If

mp smoothly, sempre legato

you can walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

If

mp smoothly, sempre legato

you can walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can
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walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing, If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing, If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing, If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing, If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can
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walk, then you can dance, If you can

walk, then you can dance, If you can

walk, then you can dance,

walk, then you can dance,

p

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing.

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing.

If you can
CLAVES
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you
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can dance, you can sing.

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing.

NO CLAVES
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If you can talk you can sing, yes, you can

If you can talk you can sing, yes, you can

If

mp

you can walk you can dance, yes, you can

yes, you can dance, yes, you can

sing, oh you can sing, oh you can sing, oh you can sing, oh you can sing,

f

sing, oh you can sing, oh you can sing, oh you can sing, oh you can sing,

f

sing, oh you can sing, oh you can sing, oh you can sing, oh you can sing,

f

sing,

f
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snap fingers:

If

mp un poco marcato

you, if you walk, If you walk, then you can dance, You can dance.

If

mp un poco marcato

you, if you walk, If you walk, then you can dance, You can dance.

If you, if you walk, If you walk, then you can dance, You can dance.

If

mp marcato

you can, can talk, you can sing, you can,

If

mp marcato

you can, can talk, you can sing, you can,

If you, if you walk, If you walk, then you can dance, You can dance.

If you, if you walk, If you walk, then you can dance, You can dance.
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If you can, can talk, you can sing, you can,

If you can, can talk, you can sing, you can,

If you, if you walk, If you walk, then you can dance, You can dance.

If you, if you walk, If you walk, then you can dance, You can dance.

yes, you can dance, If

mf

you can

If you can walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing, If

mf

you can

yes, you can dance, If

mf

you can

If you can talk you can sing, If

mf

you can

mp
mf
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If you can walk, then you can dance.

f

If you can walk, then you can dance,

f

If you can walk, then you can dance,

f

If you can walk, then you can dance,

f

If you can walk, then you can dance,

f

f
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you can walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

If
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you can walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

If
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you can walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

If

mp

you can walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

CLAVES
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walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing, If
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you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing, If

mf

you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing, If
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you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing, If
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you can
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If

Descant parts may come in at any point during the repeating measures

mf (Solo or Small Group) *

you can, can talk, you can sing, you can,

If

mf (Solo or Small Group) *

you can, can talk, you can sing, you can,

If

mf (Solo or Small Group)

you, if you walk, If you walk, then you can dance, You can dance.

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

walk you can dance, If you can talk you can sing. If you can

(CLAVES)

* Soloists: Enunciation of text is less important than rhythm. Pretend you are claves!
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lunga: 5-8 seconds

Senza misura
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If you can, can talk,

If you can, can talk,

If you, if you walk, If you walk,

walk you can dance, If you can talk,

                NOW EVERYBODY TALK,

         SPEAKING OUT CLEARLY,  AND

CUT OFF RIGHT WITH  THE CONDUCTOR!

walk you can dance, If you can talk,

walk you can dance, If you can talk,

walk you can dance, If you can talk,

NO CLAVES
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If You Can Walk You Can Dance (SAB): SEA-022-03              If You Can Walk You Can Dance (TBB): SEA-022-05

If You Can Walk You Can Dance (SSA): SEA-022-06              If You Can Walk You Can Dance (SATB): SEA-022-07
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If

f

you can talk you can sing!

If
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you can talk you can sing!

If

f

you can talk you can sing!

If

f

you can talk you can sing!

(How can I keep from singing?)

f
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SSA, piano C SEA-125-03

SATB, piano C SEA-125-04

No Other People’s Children (Alexander)
1-4 part choir, soloist, piano C SEA-141-03

 ...or a musician (Philip Dacey)
SATB, orchestra C SEA-007-00

 A Palette To Paint Us As We Are (Gerald Rich)
SA, piano C SEA-014-00

 SATB, piano C SEA-014-01

 Praise Wet Snow Falling Early (Denise Levertov)
SATB, piano C SEA-015-00

 Reasons for the Perpetuation of Slavery (Alexander)
SSAA C SEA-091-00

Same Birds (David Allen Evans)
SATB C SEA-128-00

Song of Kabir (Kabir)
SATB C SEA-119-00

The Gate is Open (Sister Peronne Marie Thibert)
SATB C SEA-097-01

 They Have Freckles Everywhere (Alexander)
SSAA, piano C SEA-076-00

 To Make a Prairie (Emily Dickinson)
SSA, piano C SEA-016-00

 We Lift Up Our Hearts (Richard Fewkes)
Unison children’s choir, SATB, piano C SEA-021-00

 We Remember Them (Sylvan Kamens, Jack Riemer)
SATB, piano C SEA-083-01

 Where There Is Light in the Soul (Chinese proverb)
SAB C SEA-070-00

SATB C SEA-070-01
SSA C SEA-070-02
TBB C SEA-062-03

 When the Song of the Angels Is Stilled (Thurman)
SATB C SEA-062-00
TTBB C SEA-062-02
SSAA C SEA-062-04

SATB, flute C SEA-062-05

 Why I Pity the Woman Who Never Spills (Prefontaine)
SSAA C SEA-058-00

For information about Elizabeth Alexander’s other choral titles, visit www.seafarerpress.com




