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For so the children come

And so they have been coming.

Always in the same way they come

born of the seed of man and woman.

No angels herald their beginnings.

No prophets predict their future courses.

No wisemen see a star to show where to find the babe

that will save humankind.

Yet each night a child is born is a holy night,

Fathers and mothers — 

sitting beside their children's cribs

feel glory in the sight of a new life beginning.

They ask, "Where and how will this new life end?

Or will it ever end?"

Each night a child is born is a holy night — 

A time for singing,

A time for wondering,

A time for worshipping.

Sophia Lyon Fahs
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Sophia Lyon Fahs was born in China in 1876, the daughter of missionaries. After returning to

the United States, she devoted the first twenty years of her working life to the raising of her five

children.  Fahs believed that children are naturally religious beings, whose beliefs deepen and

expand through observation of the natural world and their own free inquiry. This experience-

centered philosophy would become the cornerstone of her many books for children and religious

educators. Ordained as a minister at the age of 83, she lived to be 102.

Cover Art by Jonathan Machen. Jonathan Machen lives in Boulder,

Colorado with his wife and two young children. He takes his

inspiration from the people around him and the beauty of the Rocky

Mountains and the American Southwest. Jonathan also manages the

Solstice Center LLC, a healing arts facility in Boulder. Other loves are

playing with his kids, playing guitar, backpacking, skiing, bicycling

and kayaking. Jonathan’s illustrations, landscapes and photography

can be viewed at www.jonathanmachan.com
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