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Dragon Dance

Behold the Chinese dragon, the toast of New Year's Day,

With legs of nearly every shape and size.

They dance in all directions, and in such disarray,

I fear she'll fall apart before my eyes!

The head goes left and the tail goes right,

The feet go fast and the body goes slow,

The front end pushes and the back end pulls and there seems to be no plan — 

But hey, no matter! The dragon stays together.

Some feet are wearing sandals, or moccasins, or pumps,

Or boots with laces trailing on the ground.

The dragon bends and stretches, her body sags and humps,

But somehow that old reptile gets around.

Bravo! She goes to and fro without vertigo,

Though we all know there is no status quo below — 

But hey, no matter ‘cause the dragon stays together.

I marvel at this dragon cavorting in the street,

This multi-ped made up of such extremes.

I wonder how she functions with all those different feet?

What keeps the beast from splitting at the seams?

The head goes left and the tail goes right,

The feet go fast and the body goes slow,

The front end pushes and the back end pulls and there seems to be no plan — 

But hey, no matter! The dragon stays together.

Elizabeth Alexander

Lyric © 2004 by Elizabeth Alexander
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Composer’s Note: In 1990, my friend Ruth Gibson wrote a column which introduced me to the

amazing disorderly legs of the Chinese dragon. Like this mythical beast, our families, and

communities — indeed our whole world — sometimes seem to be on the brink of flying apart,

yet most of the time they continue to hang together in a most miraculous, chaotic way.

Cover Art: “Dragon Dance”

Created especially for this publication by Jonathan Machen

Jonathan Machen lives in Boulder, Colorado with

his wife and two young children. He takes his

inspiration from the people around him and the

beauty of the Rocky Mountains and the American

Southwest. Jonathan also manages the Solstice

Center LLC, a healing arts facility in Boulder.

Other loves are playing with his kids, playing

guitar, backpacking, skiing, bicycling and

kayaking.

To see more of Jonathan’s illustrations, landscapes and photography, visit

www.jonathanmachen.com
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