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Text: 
 
We’re not going to die.
We’ll find a way.
We’ll breathe deeply
and eat carefully.
We’ll think always on life.
There’ll be no fading for you or for me.
We’ll be the first
and we’ll not laugh at ourselves ever
and your children will be my grandchildren.
Nothing will have changed
except by addition.
There’ll never be another as you
and never another as I.
No one ever will confuse you
nor confuse me with another.
We will not be forgotten and passed over
and buried under the births and deaths to come.

	 - David Ignatow, reprinted with permission 

 
From the Composer:
 
After a few years with this piece as an art song, it slowly grew in my mind as a work for chorus. The message is 
so poignant and personal, I felt it was important for choirs to get a chance to perform it.

Speaking about death and life, even to a child, can be complicated, so I wanted to find that balance between 
clarity and complexity in the writing. The lines supporting the melody dissolve into one another in a pseudo-
meditative state, reminiscent of my double choir setting of i carry your heart with me where each line has a 
slightly different emotional connotation. Don’t be afraid to ebb and flow in and out of “one mind,” and remind 
your choristers to attach some personal memory or story to the message.

Most of all, the pianist is a lifeline. It should never completely stop the pulsing, but always be a bedrock (rather 
than the foreground) of the sound. 
	 - Paul John Rudoi, 2020
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