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The Orbit Carol
from RITE OF PASSAGE

SATB Choir and Violin

[ SAW A MAN PURSUING THE HORIZON;
ROUND AND ROUND THEY SPED.

[ WAS DISTURBED AT THIS;

[ ACCOSTED THE MAN.

“IT IS FUTILE,” | SAID,

“YOU CAN NEVER-"

“YOU LIE” HE CRIED
AND RAN ON.

©BRR

— STEPHEN CRANE, FROM BLACK RIDERS AND OTHER LINES



Duration: 3.5 Minutes

The Background

I love the mystical qualities and symbolism of iconography, often offering doors into artists’ imaginations
and spiritual dreams. I am certainly not an artist in any physical medium, so I was absolutely unprepared
for a fully formed picture in my mind of the iconography associated with an as-of-yet unwritten carol. It
came all at once: The babe in the center with rings of different characters from the Christmas story
urgently rushing toward it. I went so far as to try and find a carol or painting associated with this vision, to
no avail, so I decided to try my hand at it (the carol, not the painting). Two days later, the poem and carol

were complete.

The Text
The Orbit Carol, by Paul John Rudoi
we will circle round
circle round circling round
a distant light we seek tonight that fateful day we orbit a babe
a star so bright cannot be found protect it from ourselves until
so turn the world around and so we fly to see a sign
circle round circle round
see birds of love circling above beginning with a birth
reminders of a flight begun ensnares a love of sacred worth
to save a blazing sun a life of pain and slow release
circle round circle round
ever seeking, ever blest, otbits a babe
a world in toil and tenderness a wotld in toil and tenderness
otbits a babe ever secking, ever blest,
circle round circle round
herds are flocking to and fro are running to the call
they’re on the move, such urgency with maids and mothers one and all

to find what you and me  we kings and boys and shepherds too

circle round

For more information or to purchase scores, please visit www.pauljohnrudoi.com.
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PAUL JOHN RUDOI

SELECTED WORKS

OUR TRANSCENDENTAL PASSION (PJR Music) SATB, soli, and chamber ens.

Passion-styled work around the Transcendentalist movement Length: 60°
Gamaya (Graphite Music Publishing) SATB choir or equal voices and drum
Concert round in ancient sanskrit Length: 3°
Thrice Is Sweet Music Sweet (PJR Music) SATB, a cappella
Traditional part-song about friendship Length: 4°
SERMON ON THE MOUNT (PJR Music)  SATBarB soli, choir, cello, and narrator
Concert-length sacred music drama Length: 80°
The Wind’s True Song (PJR Music) SATB choir and piano
Advanced work about the immigrant experience Length: 9

Yonder Come Day (ECS Publishing) SATB, TTBB, or SSAA choir and tambourine

Narrative spiritual arrangement Length: 3.5
Miniyama Nayo (Walton Publishing) SATB choir, a cappella
Nonsense work Length: 4°
SONG OF SKY AND SEA: SATB or TTBB divisi, a cappella
A Song of Realization (PJR Music) Length: 20°
Narrative cycle with four excerptible movements

If I Were a Dog (Graphite Music Publishing) SAB, SSA, or TBarB and piano
Work about pets and unconditional love Length: 3.5
The Bay Psalms (PJR Music) SSA, a cappella
Excerptible set of 3 settings of The Bay Psalm Book Length: 8
Hope and Quietly Wait (Morningstar) SATB and piano or strings & harp
Sacred work about acceptance of loss through dimensia Length: 5

Paul John Rudoi is an award-winning composet, conductor, vocalist, and entrepreneur.

Deemed “indisputably unique, confident, and innovative” by the American Prize, Paul John Rudoi’s
compositions are commissioned and sought after by ensembles worldwide including the Santa Fe
Desert Chorale, Orphei Drénger, Cantus, and Spokane Kantorei.

As a professional tenor vocalist, Paul has performed and recorded a wide range of music in
professional ensembles nationwide including Seraphic Fire, The Santa Fe Desert Chorale, True
Concord, the Oregon Bach Festival, and Cantus.

Paul is also a fierce advocate for new music trends, resources, and issues. He is the co-founder of

"Consortio," an online platform designed to help composers, conductors, and ensembles explore and
facilitate consortium-based commissioning, ideally making commissioning music more readily
accessible for all. Visit consortio.io for more information.

Paul holds degrees from the Hartt School and the University of Oregon, and his teachers have included Dr. Sharon Paul, Robert
Kyt, Dr. Craig Phillips, Libby Larsen, and Dr. Edward Bolkovac.

For more information or to purchase scores, please visit www.pauljohnrudoi.com.



