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About the Poet

Born the second of nine children in 1819, Walt Whitman grew up \L}ong Island and in Brooklyn. An
avid young reader, he worked the trade of printing as a teenag ew York City. Subsequently, }\
spent five years as a schoolteacher back on Long Island before p % long-term career in journalj
&a%
rt a

While working for a few months as editor of a New Orlea e observed the sale of en
humans. Upon his return to New York, he was motivate “free soil” newspaper calfed
Brooklyn Freeman. Though not an abolitionist himself#he a collection of poems Leav

& ts of morality, psycholog

which emphasized the potential of humanity to transc
The first edition of the book — which was reg &a highly controversial for th — was
copyrighted in 1855. Over nearly forty years, after fpuliple new editions, he expan i m twelve

®Vhitman traveled to Washin
e remained for over a ge@gde®and devoted a
significant amount of time volunteering N tals, meeting as many as 100°QQ0
Having intimately witnessed the horrj 'r ssions of war, he entgreq t r period of prolific
writing. In 1865, he published Drum-%m Sequel, featuring an elegy K dent Abraham Lincoln.
Not eight years later, he suffered gstroRand became partially paralyged.Se moved to Camden, New
Jersey and lived out his final yea@borating on Leaves of Grass. é

poems to over three hundred. During the Civj
brother who was wounded fighting for th

Look down, fair moon,
& and bathe this scene, \
& Pour softly down night’s ng{nbus s
on faces ghastly, swg rple,
() Omn the dea acks \
@ with arm ide,
Pour down Beur uns®inted nimbus, Q
@- moon. O

@ E) “Look Down, Fair M%%n eaves of Grass (1881) by Walt Mn.
X4 \

ser’s Notes

This nocturne is a setting of p ontemporary with the American %Nar. With a prayerful tone,
in imperative tense, Whitma s for calm and healing for & o are wounded or fallen. The

images of moon, “nimb clouds, and night are all rel During the night, the living recover
from the stresses of th . th® rain falling from the sky is a %p or for cleansing water or tears; and
of course, the myster 30 of spiritual nourishment. Every time
we are made aware Q terrorism, foreign or domestic, we are

compelled to p r humanity and our mortalify. In ¥ge spirit of elegy, I want to inspire further

contemplation 11 for the reconciliation and ing of our people.

» was commissioned by Texas Music Educators
vember 2015 at Margo Jones Performance Hall at Texas

#niversity by the All-District Treble @hoir under the direction of Cheryl Wilson. The revoiced

sion was commissioned by a consortium of thirteen ensembles in the United States and was
iered throughout the 2023-2024 concert season.

Region 2 and was premiered in

Cover Art: Lili Copyright © 2009 by Mari Esabel Valverde. All Rights Reserved.
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