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Text: 
 
At lunchtime I bought a huge orange—
The size of it made us all laugh.
I peeled it and shared it with Robert and Dave—
They got quarters and I had a half.
And that orange, it made me so happy,
As ordinary things often do
Just lately. The shopping. A walk in the park.
This is peace and contentment. It’s new.
The rest of the day was quite easy.
I did all the jobs on my list
And enjoyed them and had some time over.
I love you. I’m glad I exist.

-Wendy Cope (b. 1945) from Serious Concerns © 1992 
“The Orange” by Wendy Cope (© Wendy Cope, 1992)
By permission of United Agents (www.unitedagents.co.uk) 
on behalf of Wendy Cope.

 

 
‘Tis the gift to be simple,
‘tis the gift to be free,
‘tis the gift to come down
where we ought to be.
 
‘Tis the gift to be simple,
‘tis the gift to be fair,
‘tis the gift to wake and
breathe the morning air.
 
- Joseph Brackett Jr. (1797-1882), excerpted from “Simple 
Gifts”

From the Composer:
 
It is often through life’s “simple gifts” that we discover 
the most meaning and important perspective:
A laugh shared between friends; finishing chores 
earlier than expected; an oversized piece of fruit.
It is in the loving and appreciating of these “small 
things” that we unearth the joy of being. Every
breath of morning air is a gift - every smile and every 
tear; every good day and every bad one. All of it.
It is THE gift to be here - trying and sometimes failing; 
rejoicing humbly in triumph and growing
through misfortune. If you are reading this: It gets 
better. Keep going. I love you. I’m glad you exist.
 
	 - Isaac Lovdahl, 2023 

Performance Notes:
 
1) The word “orange” is set as two syllables (or-ange) 
throughout the piece. The first syllable shouldbe 
stressed with a slight decay on the second syllable. Try 
to find a happy-medium between the stressed syllable 
and the unstressed syllable without overdoing it.
 
2) The large chords in the left-hand of the piano 
throughout the score can be rolled if necessary 
However, these chords are ideally only rolled if 
explicitly marked that way. (NOTE: The 4-part chords
in the bass-clef of the piano part in ms. 18, 27, and 74 
are intended to be played with both hands.)
 
3) The piano serves more as an obbligato solo 
instrument than an accompanying instrument. The 
pianist is encouraged to play expressively and with 
significant presence without overpowering the choir.

4) The vocal soloist who begins in m. 41 is encouraged 
to step forward from the ensemble and sing with a 
fully-supported, colorful sound.
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where we ought to be,
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...œœœ
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˙ Œ œ œ
you. 'Tis the

˙ Œ œ œ
you. 'Tis the

œ Œ œ œ œ œ
where we ought to

œ Œ œ œ œ œ
where we ought to

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ˙ ˙
...œœœ

jœœœ œœœ œœœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
gift to be sim ple, 'tis the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
gift to be sim ple, 'tis the

˙ Œ œ
be. I'm

˙ Œ œ
be. I'm

œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ
œœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœ
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Molto rit.

Molto rit.
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where we ought to be,
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where we ought to be,
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ist. 'Tis the
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F
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˙ Œ œ œ
be. 'Tis the

˙ Œ œ œ
be. 'Tis the

œ œ œ œ œ
gift to be sim ple,

œ œ œ œ œ
gift to be sim ple,

œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ
wẇ .œ Jœ

Slower

F
Slower

œ œ œ# œ œ
gift to be fair,

œ œ œ# œ œ
gift to be fair,

Ó Œ œ œ
'tis the

Ó Œ œ œ
'tis the

œ œ œ œœ œœ œ# œ œœ
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to wake and
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gift to wake and

œN ‰ jœ ˙ œ3

gift to wake and
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5

3 3œN œ
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Molto rit.

Molto rit.

œ œ œ œ œ ˙5

breathe the morn ing air.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
5

wake and breathe the morn ing air.

.˙ œ
breathe the

œ œa œ œ œ ˙
5

breathe the morn ing air.

wœœa - .œ .˙
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Slower still; pensively
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Slower still; pensively

œ œ œ ˙
gift to be,

˙ Œ œ œ
'Tis the

w
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.œ ‰ œ œ

the

œ œ œ ˙
gift to be.

Ó ˙
to
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ṫo

wwwww
wwww

p

π
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œ œ œ ˙
gift to be,

w

w
be.

w
be.

∑

∑

Rit.

Rit.

Œ œ œ ˙U
to be.

˙ ˙
U

˙ ˙
U

˙ ˙
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Ó ÓU

Ó ÓU

π
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Isaac Lovdahl 
 

Isaac Lovdahl is an award-winning composer, conductor, educator, and vocalist based in Fargo, ND. He directed high school, 
church, and community choirs in Minnesota after graduating from Concordia College in 2015, and is now finishing a DMA 
in Choral Conducting at North Dakota State University where he was named the first ever Challey School of Music Choral 
Conducting Fellow. Along with his doctoral studies, Isaac directs the campus tenor-bass ensemble and teaches ear training. 
Additionally, he serves as the Assistant Conductor of the Fargo-Moorhead Choral Artists.

His choral compositions and art songs have been performed internationally by collegiate, community-based, and professional 
ensembles and soloists among others. Isaac and his team took first-place at Minneapolis SongSLAM 2020, an art song 
composition competition hosted by Source Song Festival in conjunction with Sparks and Wiry Cries. In 2021, he was named 
the winner of the Yale Glee Club Emerging Composer Competition and the Bellevue Chamber Chorus Emerging Composer 
Competition. Most recently, Isaac’s piece “Freedom” earned second-place at the 43rd Annual Ithaca College Choral 
Composition Festival and he was named a finalist in the 2023 Young New Yorkers’ Chorus Competition for Young Composers.

Isaac’s original music can be found online through Graphite Publishing, Santa Barbara Music Publishing, NewMusicShelf, VocalEssence Music Press, 
MusicSpoke, and his own website.

www.graphitepublishing.com

Other choral works for mixed voices from Graphite Publishing: 
 

	 Eric William Barnum	 GP-B008	 The White Birds	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Eric William Barnum	 GP-B010	 Conf lagration	 SATB, piano 
	 Abbie Betinis	 GP-B004	 Blessed Be the Lord, My Rock	 SAB, piano, organ, or a cappella 
	 B.E. Boykin	 GP-B022	 Holding the Light	 SATB, piano 
	 B.E. Boykin	 GP-B024	 It’s a Long Way	 SATB, piano
	 Jennifer Lucy Cook	 GP-C009	 They Are Mother	 SATB div., SA soli, piano
	 Jennifer Lucy Cook	 GP-C012	 How Can I Keep From Singing?	 SATB, piano
	 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen	 GP-D023	 Controlled Burn	 SATB, orchestra or chamber ens. 
	 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen	 GP-D026	 Look Out Above	 SATB, a cappella, soli, body percussion 
	 Christine Donkin	 GP-D019	 In Flanders Fields	 SATB, a cappella
	 Christine Donkin	 GP-D020	 In Paradisum	 SSAATTBB, a cappella
	 Jocelyn Hagen	 GP-H003	 I Lift Up My Eyes (Psalm 121)	 SSATB, a cappella 
	 Jocelyn Hagen	 GP-H014	 To See the Sky	 SATB, piano 
	 Christopher Harris	 GP-H015	 Alleluia, For This Day	 SATB (div), piano 
	 Christopher Harris	 GP-H016	 Were You There?	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Christopher Harris	 GP-H018	 He’s Able!	 SATB (div), piano 
	 Isaac Lovdahl	 GP-L002	 They Brought a Joyful Song	 SATB (div), piano
	 Isaac Lovdahl	 GP-L006	 Though the great Waters sleep	 SATB (div), piano
	 Luke Mayernik	 GP-M004	 Emblem	 SATB, S solo, piano, violin, cello 
	 Luke Mayernik	 GP-M005	 IKON	 SSAATTBB, a cappella 
	 Paul John Rudoi	 GP-R013	 Gamaya	 SATB, opt. djembe 
	 Paul John Rudoi	 GP-R014	 Stillness and the Night	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Joshua Shank	 GP-S001	 Color Madrigals (6 movement cycle)	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Joshua Shank	 GP-S004	 Daughter Ecstatic	 SATB, soli quartet, a cappella
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T001	 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T010	 Neither Angels, Nor Demons, Nor Powers	 SSATBB, a cappella 
	 Takach and Hagen	 GP-T016	 This is How You Love (multi-movement)	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Joe Twist	 GP-T020	 Hymn of Ancient Lands	 SATB (div), S solo a cappella 
	 Joe Twist	 GP-T021	 Weep, O Mine Eyes	 SSAATTBB a cappella 
	 Ellen Gilson Voth	 GP-V002	 Across the empty square	 SATB, piano
	 Dale Warland	 GP-W001	 Always Singing	 SATB (div), a cappella 
	 Dale Warland	 GP-W003	 Sed Amore (But by Love)	 SATB (div), piano
	 Reignal Wright	 GP-W006	 The Gift to Sing	 SATB, piano
	 Reignal Wright	 GP-W007	 Tides	 SATB, violin, viola, piano 
	 Reignal Wright	 GP-W008	 Life’s Mirror	 SATB, piano


