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Text:

Somewhere right now

An EMT holds a casualty,

Calming panic in the midst of tragedy.
A grateful smile blossoms silently.

So we thank you for the lives who serve!

No hug will ever be fierce enough,

No words can ever express enough,

No smile will ever be wide enough to thank you.
Oh, you will always be in my thoughts.

I smile ev'ry time I recall.

No smile will ever be wide enough to thank you.
You will always be in my prayers.

A firefighter crawling among the rubble
Moves toward unnerving sounds of trouble
Hand grabbing hand, listen; joy from the grateful!

Near us law enforcement personnel strive
Each hour to safeguard cities, homes, and lives.
Trained experience let’s calm survive.

Through storm and fire, wind and rain you prevail.

You sacrifice to save our lives.

Our trust will never fail!

My mind and heart repeat,

You are my hero for all you have done
Thank you!

- Lark Underwood

Dear conductor,

From the Composer:

The music for the piece was inspired by my friend and
poet Lark Underwood in 2020. It’s no secret that the social
climate of our communities is conficted. Yet, above all

we chose to promote a spirit of gratitude for those whose
hearts and wills propel them to sacrifice for the safety

of all communities. We desire that this piece will shine a
much-needed light on the unsung heroes and bring our
communities together in love.

- Maguerite Samuel

Performance Notes:

Begin the piece with mystery and the feeling of distant
echoes of people calling for help in various places. Find the
opportunities to enhance the text with dazzling vibrato and
also delicate yet shimmering senza vibrato. Each iteration of
the chorus should become more fervent. The bridge should
be the most intense followed by the most fervent gratitude
one can muster for the final chorus. The final expression

of gratitude at the end of the piece should be expressed as
sweetly as possible. Most importantly, keep in mind that
the most persuasive performance of this piece will come
from singers who emit gratitude and convincingly portray
the piece’s distinct expressions.

You can support these composers, diversify your concerts, and push towards equality by programming music

from the # ComposeLikeAGirl series. Inviting the composer into the rehearsal process through a zoom or in-person
workshop or Q & A session is an incredible experience for all involved. Be sure to notify and invite the composer to
any performances of the work, and submit a PDF of the concert program to JH Music to ensure the composer receives

performances royalties from ASCAP. Thank you!
~ Jocelyn Hagen

Marguerite Samuel is a composer with a deep-rooted passion for creating compositions that resonate
across various genres. Her works, enhanced by her considerable experience, have been embraced by
women’s ensembles, church and community choirs, and university groups.

In addition to her accomplishments as a composer, Marguerite is a proficient vocalist, conductor, and
music educator. She holds a Bachelor of Music with an emphasis on voice and a Master of Music in
choral conducting from Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan. Her musical journey saw

/4 her co-founding a singing group, providing her with hands-on experience and further deepening her
L

understanding of music’s many facets.

That time she has spent conducting choirs of all ages and abilities is a testament to her dedication and adaptability. These
experiences have allowed her to hone her skills in creating an environment where choirs thrive, emphasizing the significance
of genuine connection and motivation in her approach to conducting and teaching.

Today, Marguerite continues to share her compositions with a growing audience, blending her expertise with a heartfelt
desire to transform lives through music. As she progresses in her musical career, she remains committed to her personal

growth and the enrichment of the broader musical community.
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Dedicated to all first responders who valiantly and selflessly risk their lives to help, rescue,
protect and heal people around the world.
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Check out the Compose Like A Girl Podcast! Listen to E
Jocelyn Hagen interview incredible female-identifying

composers about their process, finding artistic truth, and

leading with curiosity. These inspirational interviews are ‘==
complemeted by excellent recordings. E
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JH-GRL02 Suzy Johnson
JH-GRL03 Liv Grace

JH-GRL04 Sherry Blevins
JH-GRLO05 Sherry Blevins
JH-GRL06 Jennifer Lucy Cook
JH-GRL07 Patti Arntz
JH-GRLO8 Grace Becker
JH-GRL09 Amelia Ouverson
JH-GRL10 B.E. Boykin
JH-GRL11 Grace Brigham
JH-GRL12 Grace Brigham
JH-GRL13 Mary Montgomery Koppel
JH-GRL14 Erika Malpass
JH-GRL16 Anna Vtipil
JH-GRL17 Johanna Malmberg
JH-GRL18 Ellen Voth
JH-GRL18.1 Ellen Voth

JH-GRL19 Amy Gordon
JH-GRL20 Amy Gordon
JH-GRL21 Tara Mack

JH-GRL22 Ritika Bhattacharjee
JH-GRL23 Marguerite Samuel
JH-GRL24 Emily Drum

JH-GRL25 Ashley Eyre
JH-GRL26 Ashley Eyre

JH-GRL31 MaryAnne Muglia Smith

Standing Side by Side

A Respectable Bird

Hear Me Roar

Looking for Light

If I Call to You, My Love

Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind

A Quilt of Snow (arr. of Norwegian folk tune)

Known

A Departing Blessing

The Star-Spangled Banner (arr.)
Love Isn't Static

Life Has a Loveliness

The Last Invocation
meditation on a winter palette
Aurora

Vanheim

The Harbor and the Sea

The Harbor and the Sea

Mars in Retrograde

In the Morning

Good Morning

The Infinity of Space
Somewhere Right Now

Star Light, Star Bright

I Would Live In Your Love
Let It Be Forgotten

Can You Hear My Heart Sing?

Check out the Compose Like A Girl
Podcast with Jocelyn Hagen!

Listen to Jocelyn interview incredible
female-identifying composers about
their process, finding artistic truth,

and leading with - E
-

curiosity. These E

inspirational
interviews are
complemeted
by excellent
recordings.

SATB div. choir, piano

3-part treble choir, Bb clarinet, piano

SSAA a cappella choir

SSA choir, piano

SATB div., solo, a cappella choir
SSA choir, tamb., hand drum
2-part treble, flute, piano
SATB choir, soloist, piano
SATB choir, C instrument
SSAA a cappella choir
round for equal voices

SATB div. choir, piano

SATB div. choir, piano

SSAA a cappella choir

SSAA div. a cappella choir
SSSAATTBB a cappella choir
SSAA, piano

SSAA, piano, B? clarinet

SSA , piano

SATB, piano

SATB div. a cappella choir
SSAA, S solo, piano

SSAA, piano

SATB div. a cappella choir
SA div. choir, piano

SSAA a cappella choir

SSA, piano

The Compose Like A Girl Choral Series seeks to empower composers who identify as women through mentorship,
editorial direction, publication, and promotion. Compose Like A Girl titles are selected by Jocelyn Hagen, published
through JH Music, and distributed by Graphite Publishing. Composers in the series receive a 50% royalty on the sale of each copy.



