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Text:

Life has loveliness to sell,
   All beautiful and splendid things,
Blue waves whitened on a cliff,
   Soaring fire that sways and sings,
And children’s faces looking up
Holding wonder in a cup.

Life has loveliness to sell,
   Music like a curve of gold,
Scent of pine trees in the rain,
   Eyes that love you, arms that hold,
And for your spirit’s still delight,
Holy thoughts that star the night.

Spend all you have for loveliness,
   Buy it and never count the cost;
For one white singing hour of peace
   Count many a year of strife well lost,
And for a breath of ecstacy
Give all you have been, or could be.

	 ~ Sara Teasdale

From the Composer:

I composed this piece in 2020, around the start of the 
pandemic. After being sent home from college during my 
senior year due to quarantine, I remember wondering 
when I’d be able to sing in a choir again. I wanted to write 
a piece that reminded me of the joy of singing with others, 
and this text by Sara Teasdale seemed to fit that description 
perfectly.

	 - Grace Brigham

Grace Brigham is a composer and soprano in Salt Lake City, Utah, specializing in choral 
music. Her work is gaining increasing attention, with performances at the Kennedy Center and 
Mechanics Hall, and premieres by Cantus, the Washington National Cathedral Choir, the Western 
ACDA SSAA Honor Choir, American University Chorus, and many ensembles at St. Olaf College. 
She holds degrees from St. Olaf College and the European American Musical Alliance Summer 
Academy. Her piece “Discoveries” was named the winner of the Cantus Young & Emerging 
Composer Competition, and was described as follows: “Through daring harmony, exquisite text-
painting and remarkable sensitivity, ‘Discoveries’ was a celebration of the accomplishments of 
female scientists, a recognition of their marginalization and a strong call to action.” Grace has 

received commissions from Women’s Voices Chorus, the Washington National Cathedral, St. George Children’s Choir, 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Assumption University, and Herriman High School Vivace. Additionally, Grace works as 
a freelance video and audio editor.

Dear conductor, 
 
You can support these composers, diversify your concerts, 
and push towards equality by programming music from 
the #ComposeLikeAGirl series. Inviting the composer 
into the rehearsal process through a zoom or in-person 
workshop or Q & A session is an incredible experience 
for all involved. Be sure to notify and invite the composer 
to any performances of the work, and submit a PDF of 
the concert program to JH Music to ensure the composer 
receives performances royalties from ASCAP. Thank you!	
 
	 ~ Jocelyn Hagen
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         

-

-

-

-















S

A

T

B

34

 
night.

 
night.

 
night.

 
night.

      


         











       
        






        
 


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












T

B

37     
Spend all you

    
Spend all you

         
  




      

have for love li ness,

      
have for love li ness,

        
      


- -

- -





















T

B

39         
Buy it and ne ver count the        
Buy it and ne ver count the

  
    

       
cost; For one white sing ing

       
cost; For one white sing ing

            
    

- -

- -
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



































S

A

T

B

41 


   3

hour of peace   3

hour of peace

     
3

 
 

      3

Count ma ny a year of

     
3

       3

Count ma ny a year of


     



 -

-



























S

A

43     
strife well lost,

  
   

strife well lost,

     
   

        
And for a breath of

       
And for a breath of

    
 

  
ec sta sy

  
ec sta sy

  
 

- -

- -
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


















































S

A

T

B

46         
Give all you have been,

        
Give all you have been,

        
Give all you have been,

        
Give all you have been, 

 









  
or could be.

  
or could be.

  
or could be.

   
or could be.

  


rit.

rit.







         





































S

A

T

B

49

      
Life has a

     
Life has a

     
Life has a


   
   






a tempo

a tempo

     
love li ness to sell,

     
love li ness to sell,

      
love li ness to sell,

   
a





        
All beau ti ful and

        
All beau ti ful and

     
All

  
love

  



- - - -

- - - -

- -
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
































S

A

T

B

52

  
splen did things,

  
splen did things,

 
splen did

  
splen did






     
Blue waves

    
Blue waves

 
things,

 
things, 






      
whi tened on a cliff,

      
whi tened on a cliff,

  
Ah

  
Ah 



- -

- -

-

-
































S

A

T

B

55        
Soar ing fire that

     
Soar ing fire

  
Soar ing

   
Soar ing fire,






  





  
sways and sings,

   
sways and sings,

   
fire

  
fire





  

  

      
Ah

  
Ah

     

       
     


      
Ah

     

     
Ah

  

   

          









-

-

-

-
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







































S

A

T1

T2

B

59        

       
Ah

     

    
And

    
And

   
And

            
     

       
Ah

    

  
sings,

 
sings, And

  
sings,

 
sings, And

       
    

     
And for your

     
And for your

   
sings, Ah

  
Ah

  
sings, Ah

         
      













       
spi rit's still de

      
spi rit's still de

  

 

 

  
       

- -

- -
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





















S

A

T

B

63   
light,

  
light,

      
      
 

     

    
Ho ly

    
Ho ly

 
Ho ly

 
Ho ly 
 









  
thoughts

   
thoughts


thoughts

  
thoughts

  

       

   
star the

 
 
 
   


-

-

-

-



















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