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I SING THE BIRTH

I sing the birth was born tonight, 
The author both of life and light;

The angels so did sound it,
And like the ravished shepherds said, 
Who saw the light and were afraid,
Yet searched, and true they found it. 

The Son of God, the Eternal King, 
That did us all salvation bring,

And freed the soul from danger;
He whom the whole world could not take,

The Word, which heaven and earth did make,
Was now laid in a manger.

The Father’s wisdom willed it so,
The son’s obedience knew no No,

Both wills were in one stature; 
And as that wisdom had decreed,

The Word was now made flesh indeed,
And took on him our nature.

What comfort by him we do win,
Who made himself the price of sin,

To make us heirs of Glory!
To see this babe, all innocence,
A martyr born in our defense,

Can man forget the story?

Ben Jonson (1572-1637)

Duration: c. 3:15

PERCUSSION
vibraphone

woodblocks (high, medium, low)
mark tree (with damper)

2 Chinese opera gongs (one decaying up)
suspended cymbal



&

&

&

V

?

&

?

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

Percussion

Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Bass

Keyboard
(for 

rehearsal 
ony)

œ

œ

Œ

Œ

Œ

Œ

Œ

Œ

Jubilant; c. q = 66

Jubilant; c. q = 66

F
Jubilant; c. q = 66

ww
ww

‰ jœ œ œ œ# œ# œ
I sing the birth was

‰ jœ œ œ œ# œ# œ
I sing the birth was

∑

∑

‰ jœ œ œ œ# œ# œ

∑

f

f

f

Œ ‰
œœ
œœ

œœ
œœ#

#

#

#

J

œ

œ

.œ# œ# .˙
born to night,

.œ# œ# .˙
born to night,

∑

∑

.œ# œ# .˙

∑

ww
ww

‰ jœ œ# œ œ œ# œ
the au thor both of

∑

∑

∑

‰ jœ œ# œ œ œ# œ

∑

Ó ‰
œœ
œœ

jœœ
œœ#

#

#

#

.œ
Jœ# ˙#

life and light;

∑

∑

∑

.œ
Jœ# ˙#

∑

- -

-

I Sing the Birth

Carol Barnett

© 2003 Carol Barnett. All rights reserved.

I. I Sing the Birth

Commissioned by the South Bend Chamber Singers, Nancy Menk, Music Director,
                     for their Christmas at Loretto concert, December 2003.

Ben Jonson (1572-1637)

vibes: motor off
med. hd. mal.
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œ œ œ œ

cresc.

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ# œ œ

was now made

œ œ œ œ
Word was now made

œ œ œ œ

Word was now made

œ œ œ œ

was now made

œ œœ# œœ œœ

œ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ# œ œ

flesh in deed, and

œ œ œ œ
flesh in deed, and

œ œ œ œ
flesh in deed, and

œ œ œ œ
flesh in deed, and

œœ œœ# œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ
œ

˙

took

˙
tooktook

˙
tooktook

˙
took

˙̇

˙
˙

f

f

f

f

F

mark tree

œ œ

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙̇

˙

œ œ

˙#

˙

˙

˙

˙̇#

˙

F

Ch.o.g.

-

-

-

-

ã

&

&

V

?

&

?

Perc.

S

A

T

B

Kybd.

85

Œ œ

85 ˙

on

˙
on

˙
on

˙
on

85 ˙̇

˙
˙

Ch.o.g.

Œ œ

˙

him

˙
him

˙
him

˙
him

˙̇

˙
˙

P

Ch.o.g.

∑ &

˙
our

˙#
our

˙
our

˙
our

˙̇#

˙̇

‰ Jœ
œ œ#

˙

na

˙
na

˙
na

˙
na

˙
˙

˙̇

F

F

F

F

F

vibes. œ# œ# œ œ

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙
˙

˙̇

œ# œ œ# œ

˙

ture.

˙
ture.

˙
ture.

˙
ture.

˙
˙

˙̇

œ œ# œ œ#

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙
˙

˙̇

œ# œ# œ# œ

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙
˙

˙̇

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -
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&

&

&

V

?

&

?

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

Perc.

S

A

T

B

Kybd.

93

œ# œ# œ# œ

93 ˙

˙

˙

˙

93 ˙
˙

˙̇

jœ ‰ œœ

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙
˙

˙̇

ad lib.

...
œœœ

##
jœœœœ#

# œœœœ

Jœ ‰ Œ Œ

jœ ‰ Œ Œ

Jœ ‰ Œ Œ

Jœ ‰ Œ Œ

jœ
œ ‰ Œ Œ

J
œœ ‰ Œ Œ

P

P

P

P

....
œœœœ#

#
#
#

J

œœœœ
œœœœ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

.

.

˙

˙

‰ Jœ œ œ# œ#
What com fort by

‰ jœ œ œ# œ#
What com fort by

‰ Jœ# œ œ œ
What com fort by

‰ Jœ œ œ œ
What com fort by

‰
jœ

œ
œ
œ

œœ## œœ#

‰ J
œœ# œœ œœ œœ

q = c 66 (q = e)

q = c 66 (q = e)

p

p

p

p

p

q = c 66 (q = e)

∑

œ# œ œ
him do we

œ œ œ#
him do we

œ œ# œ#
him do we

œ œ œ
him do we

œœ# œœ œœ#

œœ œœ# œœ#

-

-

-

-

&

&

&

V

?

&

?

Perc.

S

A

T

B

Kybd.

99

‰
jœ

œ œ
œ#

# œ
œ

.

.
œ
œ#

# œ
œ#

#

99

.˙
win,

.˙
win,

.˙
win,

.˙#
win,

99

.˙

.

.˙̇#

˙
˙

Œ

‰ jœ œ# œ œ œ#
who made him self the

‰ jœ œ# œ œ œ#
who made him self the

‰ jœ œ œ# œ# œ

who made him self the

‰ jœ# œ# œ œ# œ

who made him self the

‰ jœ œ# œ œœ#
œœ#

‰
J
œœ#

œœ#
œœ# œ# œ

∑

œ œ# œ
price of

œ# œ# œ
price of

œ# œ œ
price of

œ# œ œ#

price of

œœ# œœ## œ

œ# œ œœ#

‰
J

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

.

.
œ
œ œœ

.˙N
sin,

.˙N
sin,

.˙
sin,

.˙N

sin,

..˙̇NN

..˙̇N

.

.
˙
˙

‰ Jœ
œ œ

to make us

‰ jœ œ œ
to make us

‰ jœ œ œ
to make us

‰ Jœ œ œ

to make us

‰
jœœ œœ œœ

‰ J
œœ œœ œœ

∑

œ œ œ
heirs of

œ œ œ
heirs of

œ œ œ
heirs of

˙ œ

heirs of

œœ œœ œœ

œ
œ œ œœ

P

P

P

P

-

-

-

-

9I. I Sing the Birth



&

&

&

V

?

&

?

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

Perc.

S

A

T

B

Kybd.

105

Œ
œœœb œœœ

105 .œ Jœ œ

glo ry!

.œ Jœb œ
glo ry!

.œb Jœ œ

glo ry!

.œb jœ œ
glo ry!

105 .
.œœ J

œœb œœ

.

.
œ
œb

b
J

œ
œ

œ
œ

P

œœœ
œœœ

œœœb

˙ Jœ ‰

˙ Jœ ‰

˙ Jœ ‰

˙ jœ ‰

˙̇
J
œœ ‰

˙
˙ J

œ
œ ‰

π

π

˙̇̇bb ã

∑

∑

‰ Jœb œ œ
To see this

‰ Jœb œ œ

To see this

∑

‰ Jœb œ œ

q = c 132 (e = q)

q = c 132 (e = q)

π

π

π

q = c 132 (e = q)

‰ œ œ œ

∑

∑

.œ jœ
babe, all

.œ
Jœ

babe, all

∑

.œ
Jœ

π

hi wdblk.

Œ ≈ œ œ œ

∑

∑

œ œ œb
in no cence,

œ œ œb

in no cence,

∑

œ œ œb

Jœ ‰ Œ

∑

∑

‰ J
œœb œœ œœ
to see this

‰ Jœ œ œ
to see this

∑

‰ J
œœœb œœœ œœœ

p

p

p

‰ œ œ œ

∑

∑

..œœ
jœœ

babe, all

.œb
Jœ

babe, all

∑

...
œœœb

J
œœœ

-

- -

-

-

- - -

ã

&

&

V

?

&

?

Perc.

S

A

T

B

Kybd.

112

Œ œ
æ

112

Œ ‰ jœ
A

Œ ‰ jœ
A

œœ œœ œœb
in no cence,

œb œ œ

in no cence,

112

Œ ‰ jœœ

œœœb
œœœ œœœb

p

p

œ Œ

œ œ ‰ jœ
mar tyr, a

œ œ ‰ jœ
mar tyr, a

‰ Jœb œ œ

a mar tyr,

‰ Jœ
œ œ

a mar tyr,

œœ œœ ‰ jœœ

‰ J
œœb œœ œœ

˙
æ

œ œ ‰ jœ
mar tyr, a

œ œ ‰ jœ
mar tyr, a

‰ Jœb œ œ

a mar tyr,

‰ Jœ
œ œ

a mar tyr,

œœ œœ ‰ jœœ

‰ J
œœb œœ œœ

p
cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

sus. cym.

˙
æ

œ œb œ œ
mar tyr, mar tyr,

œ œ œ œ
mar tyr, mar tyr,

‰ Jœb œ œ
a mar tyr,

‰ Jœ
œ œ

a mar tyr,

œœ œœb œœ œœ

‰ J
œœb œœ œœ

˙
æ

œ œb œ œ

mar tyr, mar tyr

œ œ œ œ
mar tyr, mar tyr

œ œb œ œ
mar tyr, mar tyr

œ œ œ œ
mar tyr, mar tyr

œœ œœb œœ œœ

œœ œœb œœ œœ

œ œ

˙̇b

born

˙̇b
born

˙̇bb
born

˙b
born

˙̇̇
˙bb

˙̇
˙b

bb

F
f

f

f

f

Ch.o.g.

- -

- - - - - -

- -

- - - - - -

- - -

- - -

- -

- -
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ã

&

&

V

?

&

?

Perc.

S

A

T

B

Kybd.

118 œ Œ

118 œœ œ

in

œœ œ
in

œœ œ
in

œ œb
in

118 œœœœ
œœ

œœœ
œ
œb

Ch.o.g.

∑

œb œ

our de

œ œ
our de

œ œb
our de

œb œ
our de

œœb œœ

œœb œœb

∑

œb Jœ ‰
fence,

œb jœ ‰
fence,

œ jœ ‰
fence,

œb Jœ ‰
fence,

œœbb
jœœ ‰

œœb J
œœ ‰

∑

˙
can

˙
can

˙
can

˙

can

˙

˙

∑

˙
man

˙
man

˙
man

˙

man

˙

˙

∑

œ œ
for

œ œ
for

œ œ
for

œ œ

for

œ œ

œ œ

∑

˙
get

˙
get

˙
get

˙

get

˙

˙

∑ &

˙
the

˙
the

˙
the

˙

the

˙̇

˙̇

‰ J
œ œ œ#

˙

sto

˙
sto

˙̇

sto

˙
sto

˙̇
˙

˙̇

f

vibes.

- - -

-

-

-

- -

- -

- -

&

&

&

V

?

&

?

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

Perc.

S

A

T

B

Kybd.

127 œ œ# œ# œ#

127 ˙

˙

˙̇

˙

127 ˙̇
˙

˙̇

œ œ# œ# œ#

˙

ry?

˙
ry?

˙̇

ry?

˙
ry?

˙̇
˙

˙̇

œ œ œ# œ

˙

˙

˙̇

˙

˙̇
˙

˙̇

œ# œ# œ œ

˙

˙

˙̇

˙

˙̇
˙

˙̇

œ# œ œ# œ#

˙

˙

˙̇

˙

˙̇
˙

˙̇

jœ# ‰ œœ

Jœ ‰ Œ

Jœ ‰ Œ

J
œœ ‰ Œ

Jœ ‰ Œ

jœœœ ‰ Œ

J
œœ ‰ Œ

ad lib.

- -

- -

- -

- -

& 43 42Perc.

133

...
œœœ

##
jœœœœ#

# œœœœ

˙̇

˙̇##

˙̇
˙̇

#
#
# ˙̇

˙̇
˙̇

˙̇

J

œœ
œœ ‰ Œ

attaccaƒ
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